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To give primacy to the human and spiritual, 
 rather than the material values of life. 

To encourage the daily living of the Golden Rule 
 in all human relationships. 

To promote the adoption and the application of 
 higher social, business and professional standards. 

To develop, by precept and example, a more  
intelligent, aggressive, and serviceable citizenship. 

To provide through Kiwanis clubs, a practical means  
to form enduring friendships, to render altruistic 
service, and to build communities. 

To cooperate in creating and maintaining that 
 sound public opinion and high idealism which 

make possible the increase of righteousness, 
justice, patriotism and goodwill. 

The Objects of Kiwanis 
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March 2009KIWANIS SUNRISE 

January 15, John Campbell and the Bellevue 
East Forensics Team - John gave a quick 
explanation of the “Forensics” term, the students do 
interpretive public speaking.  The students compete 
against other schools in presentation and ability to 
build reasoned debate.  Bellevue does very well in 
these competitions.   He then turned it over to the 
students. 
Suriel Jimenez read three poems interpreting the 
emotional content of the authors.  The theme of his 
performance was the child-parent relationship and 
ranged from a semi- humorous look at discipline to 
the assertion that while we are our parent’s children, 
we are not bound by their choices (mistakes). 
Eastin Yates and Kelli Barta performed an eight 
minute interpretation termed a “Duo” called “Making 
Toast” 
The Duo, is a standard presentation and has very 
specific rules: the performers are not allowed to look 
at each other or to touch each other. 
Eastin’s and Kelli’s  performance tracked a lifelong 
friendship between two girls through a series of 
toasts they made at special occasions in their lives.  
Again they expressed a wide range of emotional 
content.  This was very different from our normal 
speaker presentations and very impressive.   
    

January 8, Laura Nielsen from Easter Nebraska 
Community Action Partnership (ENCAP) –     
Laura runs the Bellevue Office of ENCAP, one of 
nine Community Action Agencies in Nebraska.  She 
coordinates with other Human relief agencies in the 
area to prevent abuse and ensure aid is distributed to 
those most in need.  She pointed out that Bellevue is 
unique in this cooperation between services. 
One of her primary responsibilities is the 
authorization of use of the Bellevue Food Pantry.  
She distributes financial aid from several local 
sources.  She says the downturn in the economy has 
had a noticeable effect on the community. 
She also provides assistance counseling to connect 
people to the correct assistance agencies.  
Laura is also our contact for identifying recipients of 
the Thanksgiving turkeys we distribute and the back-
to-school backpacks. 

January Programs



Page 3 

 
     

 

January 22, County Commissioner Rusty Hike – 
Rusty is a long time resident of Sarpy County and 
followed in his father’s footsteps into public office.  
He gave us a quick synopsis of the financial issues 
confronting the County. 
Rusty says Sarpy is in pretty good shape financially.  
Because the County relies more on property tax than 
on sales tax the downturn in the economy doesn’t 
have as much immediate effect.  And Sarpy has a 
substantial cash reserve for emergencies. 
He spoke briefly about funded and unfunded projects 
such as the Jail expansion, Sheriff’s Pension, 911 
Call Center, Learning Community, Ballpark, Sarpy 
landfill (and that smell), and the 96th Street issue. 
Rusty says he there are a lot of meetings and preparation 
involved in being a County Commissioner 

January 29, New 
Member Gary Jeck – 
Gary was inducted into the 
Club by President-Elect 
Tom Ackley and is seen 
here receiving his Kiwanis 
pin from Membership 
Chairman Walt Kujawa.   
Gary has already 
participated in an 
interclub, he attended the 
90th Anniversary of 
Omaha, Inc. 
Gary brings our 
membership total back up 
to 42.   

InterClubs for March 
 

March 11: Noon, W Omaha Diamond K, Regency Lake and Tennis, Regency Parkway 
March 20: Noon, Bellevue-Offutt, Knights of Columbus Hall, 205 Industrial Dr 
March 24: 9:30 am, Omaha Golden K, Countryside Church, 87th and Pacific 
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 Pete and Kay Ontiveros (above) hone their retail 
skills for this August by helping run the Kiwanis 
Store for Bellevue-Offutt. 

.                         
Mark and Joyce Keske advertised the NE-IA District Convention, hosted by our Club this August.  
Mark spoke to the assembled District attendees about the location, date and opportunities for 
extracurricular fun at Coco Key.  

February 7, Bellevue East High School – The Bellevue-Offutt Club hosted the NE-IA Mid-Year 
Conference at Bellevue East but there was ample opportunity for our participation. 

Bill O’Donnell 
and Barb Moran 
(left) get “in- 
character” to 
promote the KI 
Convention in 
Nashville in 
June 
 

February 10, Papillion-LaVista Satellite Club – On 
February 3rd Governor Don Glenn officiated at the 
induction of 5 new Kiwanians in our satellite Club, the 
first such Club in the District. 
Membership Certificates and Kiwanis pins were brought 
in the following week for Eric Jones, Lori Watson, Jeff 
and Karen Laass, and Craig Collins. 
Here Governor Don pins our newest member Craig 
Collins.     

NE-IA District Mid-Year Conference


