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Preparing
Locational
Tools for
the 1940
Census
Opening

http://members.cox.net/census1940/

1940 Census Tools Talk

• Definitions and sources
• Planning the ’40 census
• New questions
• Count logistics
• 1940 Undercount
• Enumeration Districts

(EDs) vs census tracts; ED
prefixes

• 72 year privacy “Rule”

• Anticipated online ED finders
(NARA, 1-Step) for rural, and small
and large urban areas

1940 Census Tools Talk Definitions

• Census__a count

• Enumerator__a counter

• Enumeration__taking the count

• Schedule__forms the counters fill out

• Enumeration District (ED) __ the area
one enumerator counts

• Census Day- those alive on that set
date are counted (or are they?)

1940 New Questions

• Who gave the census information?

• Highest educational level attained?

• Foreign born place of birth 1937

• Residence in 1935 (history of times)

• Employment questions

• Wages (Senator Tobey controversy)

• Sampling and supplemental questions

• Planning for: ’37 unemployment
census and ’37 recommendations

• About 154,000 EDs, 175,000 maps

• Nearly 130,000 people worked in
the field or in Washington DC

• Public relations programs

• Intensive training of enumerators

1940 Census Enumeration
Why 72 Year Rule?

-1902 Census Bureau established, 1934
National Archives established

-1942: 72 year interval set by release
of the (non-confidential) 1870 pop. census

-1952: letters between Census Director and
Archivist set census releases after 72 years;
1880 received and released (other federal
docs had 50 year privacy period per 1950 law)

-1978: process put into law, other federal
docs now had a 30 year privacy period

• Enumeration Districts first introduced in
1880 as well as the term enumerators

• Boundaries and numbers often change
between censuses, especially in cities

• 500 to 1500 people usually within an ED

• Many split EDs (A, B, ….) in 1940

• Prefixes and 1940 large cities

• Descriptions of: boundary, block x block

EDs
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Geographical Searches

• Finding people when name
indexes and search engines fail

• To see if the enumerator missed
an address (piece of mind)

• For tracing communities/streets
over time using EDs

• When name indexes don’t exist

Address/Locations

• Where to look:

– naturalization records

– birth, death, and marriage
certificates

– school and church records

– employment records

– letters and other correspondence

– scrapbooks, diaries, photos

– city and telephone directories

Where is the 1-Step Website?

Go To
stevemorse.org

Overview Essay

Opening Day 1940 Search Tools

• NARA A3378 ED Maps for 1940

• NARA T1224 Series Defining 1940 EDs

• NARA A3378 ED Maps for 1940

• NARA T1224 Series Defining 1940 EDs

NARA AVAILABLE FILMS

• Census Schedules… No Microfilm

• NARA Digital Images of A3378 & T1224

• 1-Step Website…Location/ED# Searches

• No Name Indexes???

• City Directories

• Census Schedules… No Microfilm

• NARA Digital Images of A3378 & T1224

• 1-Step Website…Location/ED# Searches

• No Name Indexes???

• City Directories

ONLINEONLINE 43%

35%

6%

16%

Rural

~50,000+

~25,000+

~2,500+

131,669,275

City
Street
Finder

ED Definitions
City & Co Maps

Or Get 1930 ED # and Convert to 1940 #

A
A B

B
C

C

D

D

1-Step ED Finding Aids

• Large City ED Finder: street indexes to ED
#s for all 1930 cities 25,000+, and top 1900,
1910 & 1940 cities (50,000+)

• ED Definitions 1880-1940 (descriptions)

• ED conversion tools 1920-1930, 1930-1940

• Projects: Add more cities, especially 1940
25,000-50,000; revise ED definition files;
complete 1940 state ED definition files

City ED Searches: Assumptions

• Each block defined by street names

• No street name changes since census

• No address renumbering since census

• No geographical/political boundaries

• EDs are non-overlapping

• EDs are rectangular

• EDs split along streets

• No errors or omissions in source
material, current maps, or transcriptions
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