Sear ching the US Census by
Geographical Means
When Name I ndexes Fail

Dr. Joel Weintraub, Geneal ogy Volunteer
National Archives and Recor ds Administration
Pacific Region (L aguna Niguel)

Coms Grazraphical Senvelies: O Saep Site -
mks

| http://member scox.net/censusl940/|

Definitions

* Census—a count

* Enumer ator—a counter

« Enumer ation—taking the count

» Schedule—forms the counter sfill out
» Census Day

* Enumeration District

|
Schedules Census Day ED
Population (all) « Enumeration District (ED)- the area
) Agriculture NAME 1930 covered by a counter (enumerator)
Defective, Dependent, Delinquent 1880 I of each person whose place of abode on « EDswerefirst generally used in 1880
Housing April 1, 1930, was in this family In 1880 dh b
Industry, Manufacturing i suane it 0 16 e g n 1880, street names and hotise numbers
M talzt 1850-1880 middle initial, if any wereintroduced into the schedule for
O[J ! y | g t Include every person living on April 1, 1930. Omit Urban areas
Vr::mp Oy]g;?) children born since April 1, 1930 « EDs make geogr aphical searches possi ble
erans =
|
Enumer ators 438 Social Science History S Ch Strat@|e5
Table | Estimated undercounts, U.S. censuses, 18801980
Year of census Undercount (%)
i o « Exact matches: Lessis more, wild cards,
* 1790-1870 done by Federal Marshals Lo i start deleting inputsif negative sear ches,
« 1830 first printed, uniform “ Schedule” [ - relax assumptions, sear ch wife/offspring.
« 1850 first uniforminstructionsto - = « Ranked searches: Throw in everything,
enumeratorsand lar ge portfolios 1950 4 remove last name if you have enough
1860 33

1902 establishment of per manent Census
Bureau

Social Science History 19:4 (winter 1995)

inputs, be awar e of weightings.
« Geographical searches: Another tool.




NARA ED Film Resources

NARA = National Archivesand Records
Administration (sour ces are Census Bur eau)
Text definitions of EDs

ED maps (1900-1940)

Large citiesaddresses to ED tables (1910,1930)
Actual census sheet addr ess sear ches

All these and mor € wer e used

Geographical Searches

« Finding people on the census when name
indexes (or search engines) fail

For checking to seeif the enumerator
actually missed an address (piece of mind)
For tracing communities/streets over time
using EDs (economic/academic research)
For unindexed censuses

AddressL ocations

« Wheretolook:
- naturalization records
—birth, death, and marriage certificates
- school and church records
— employment recor ds
— lettersand other correspondence

to gener ate our - sgrappooks _diari&s, photos ) .
census databases —city directories and telephone directories
| |
T!e; Overview: Which Census Search Form to use 1-st ED Findi Aid
. st 1910.1940 Census ED Finder: Obtaining EDs for the 1910 t -olep Inaing Alas
1-Step History St 19101940 Census Street Fi ning Streets in the
: k_astteAréz::sﬁog;?;:r?ho{zgrwuced his « City street indexes for all 1930 cities
en " - 25,000+, and top 1900, 1910 & 1940 cities
* Summer 2001: | started transcribing 1930 (50,000+)
Street Index Filesat NARA Laguna Niguel ! i
« January 2002: DaveKehsjoined me and <ED cgnversmn tools 1920-1930, 1930-1940
reformated 56 completed city files * ED Finder 1880-1940
+ LateJanuary 2002 Dave asked Steve to help : Zgoéggt?,o%gg more aniSSf‘ ezpe(f:lilally 1940
« Tendayslater: The 1-St tilit t ,000-50,000; revise inder files;
”52 ayslater 6 -step census utllity wen complete 1940 state ED finder files
| |
City Address Search Protocol i
y Assumptlons Ancestry sometimes
« Choose the census year (1900-1940) « Each block uniquely defined by its street names Fm;;;z?rc:ggg;aph
« Choose the state « No street name changes and therefore
* Choose the city « No addressrenumbering Failsto index names on those sheets
« Pick the street name of your address « Street names bounder every addresss
« Find the adjacent street names (map) » EDs are non-overlapping Also, it paysto look at a different
« Enter those names until you have one « EDsarerectangular name index (like HeritageQuest)
ED number « EDs split along streets to seeif you can find them there
+ Noerrorsor omissionsin source material, and overcome this problem.
current maps, or transcriptions Handout © 2008 Joel Weintraub
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