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Census schedul es are one of the nore inportant resources of
geneal ogi sts. The best known and npst accessible is the
United States (US or Federal) census, taken every ten years
since 1790. A nunber of private conpanies provide digital

i mges of those schedul es, nane i ndexes, and online search
engi nes. Those census filns are al so avail abl e from many
libraries and all National Archives branches.

Many States have al so i ndependently enunerated their

popul ations, including New York State (NY). Those
schedul es usually are not online, |ack nane indexes, and
are often difficult to access; thus they may be underused
as geneal ogy reference sources. W hope to change that for
New York City (NYC). In 1905 there were over 80 mllion
people in the US, and about one in 20 as well as half or
nmore of the US Jewi sh popul ation were in NYC, so any
advances in finding the region's geneal ogy records is bound
to help a | arge nunber of researchers.

Because the early 20th century was a tinme of great
immgration into the US fromeastern Europe, we decided to
limt our research and utilities to just the last three NY
State censuses (1905, 1915, 1925) and just to NYC. After

di scussi ng sone census background, New York geography, the
different neanings for "ED," and where to find old
addresses, we will turn our attention to the | ogistics of
the 20th century NY State enunerati ons and what contri buted
to their dem se. Newspaper reports of the tinme indicated
it wasn't always easy to enunerate an inmm grant popul ation
di strustful of authority.

Because there was only one (previous) name index (Staten
I sland 1925) to the NYC census years in question, one has
to find the Assenbly District (AD) and El ection District



(ED) that a fanmily lived within, convert that into the
necessary census filmnunber (available fromthe Famly

Hi story Library (FHL) and sone other libraries), and then
finally access the fil ns. Knowi ng what resources are
avail abl e, actually getting such resources, and then
interpreting themto find the ADY EDs can be a chore. W
wi || discuss those nethods, including the single name

i ndex, AD/ED maps, address cards filnmed by the FHL, address
to AD/ED tabl es, and conpil ations that past researchers
have done to provide tables of street nanes w thin AD EDs.
In addition, the borough newspapers nay have published
boundary descriptions of the Election Districts for at

| east the 1904 el ections, and those also coul d provide
geographi cal strategies for finding ADEDs. Finally, it is
possible to cone up with a |list of ADJEDs specific to the
different communities of Queens and Staten Island to at

| east narrow the choices of possible EDs to search.

After discussing these far flung resources, we will show
how the One Step Team now provides in one online site

dat abases and search utilities for NYC 1905/1915/1925 AD/ ED
numbers. Specific exanpl es of searches using One Step
utilities will be shown (address, cross street, and

Br ookl yn 1925 nane index). O interest is the 1925 State
Census whi ch asked where and when citizenshi p was awar ded,
and we wi Il discuss that aspect of the Census, as well as
correlating this approach with New York City Voter

Regi stration information.

Finally, we will discuss two unusual problenms we
encountered during the database transcriptions: diagonal
boundaries of Manhattan EDs and the | arge nunber of Queens
streets that have been renaned and renunbered. W provide
some sol utions to both problens.

We expect that researchers attending the lecture will, at
the end, have a better idea of what's in the NY State
Census, how it was carried out and eventual ly stopped, how
to quickly and (hopefully) painlessly find ADED nunbers
from addresses on the Morse One Step website for NYC for
our target years, and how to access those census schedul es.
Bel ow are the URLs of the utilities, and al so the website
addresses of the FAQ sections where nuch of this material
is further explained to the researcher.



Websi t e References:

Morse One Step NYC Utilities and FAQs
http://ww. st evenorse. org/ nyc/ nyc. php
http://ww. st evenorse. org/ nyc/ faqg. htm

http://ww. st evenorse. or g/ br ookl yn/ br ookl yn. ht m
http://ww. st evenorse. or g/ br ookl yn/ faqgb. ht

Morse Cne Step NYC Street Changes and Property Searches
http://ww. st evenor se. or g/ census/ changes. ht m

NY State Census |nformation
http://ww. frontiernet. net/~hal seyl/ ny/ ny-census. htm
http://ww. nysl . nysed. gov/ geneal ogy/ nyscens. ht ir

1915 State Enunerator Instructions (scanned bookl et)
http://ww. m dyor k. or g/ woodgat e/ wg_hi st_rec/wg_hi story 1915
_enuner at ors_handbook/ i ndex. ht r

Fam |y H story Library Keyword Fil m Searches
http://ww. fam | ysearch. org/ Eng/ Li brary/ f hl cat al og/ super mai
nfraneset . asp?di spl ay=keywor dsear ch&col unms=*, 0, 0

Fi ndi ng addresses, a help list:

Nat ural i zation Records; Birth, death, and narriage
certificates; School and religious records; Enploymnent
Records; Letters and other correspondence; Scrapbooks,
diaries, photos; City Directories; Federal Census Sheets;
WN Draft Cards, nen 18-45 (1917-1918); New York 1917
Mlitary Census for nen 18-45, available for Manhattan at
the New York County Clerk's Ofice (Division of Ad
Records) and for Brooklyn at the Kings County derk's
Ofice.
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