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Author’s Note  

This history covers the origins of the 20th 

Special Operations Squadron from its 
creation as the 20th Tactical Reconnaissance 
Squadron in World War II, through the 
mid 1990s.  I was commissioned by the 20th 

SOS commander at the time, Lt Col Russ 
Rakip to compile this history before I 
retired from the service in 1995.  I am 
indebted to Lt Col Rakip and his successor, 
Lt Col Donald Hoover, for their support in 
this endeavor.  

Members of the unit served bravely and 
honorably through out the decades and I’m 
afraid that this short missive does not do 
them justice.  There are many more stories 
that need to be told, many stories of 
bravery and sacrifice that have occurred 
since I originally penned the words that 
follow.  I hope one day someone will tell 
those stories; maybe it will be me.   

The 20th has a rich history of service and I 
am proud to have contributed at least just a 
little t o that service.   

Dale Robinson, TSgt, USAF (ret) 
Crestview, FL 


