Divinely Directed
Tactics

{Part Six of the Presence-Powered Warfare Series}

[This is not meant to be an exhaustive study, but rather a
brief introduction into the Biblical theology of
Divinely Directed Tactics.]

Romans 15:4; 1 Corinthians 10:11

(All underlines mine)
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l. Preparations
A. Prepare for War

1. Psalm 144:1

A Psalm of David.

Blessed be the LORD my Rock,
Who trains my hands for war,
And my fingers for battle--

2. Joshua 1:10-11

Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying, Hrpags through the camp and
command the people, saying, 'Prepare provisions for yourselves, for within three days you will
cross over this Jordan, to go in to possess the land which the LORD your God is giving you to

(K1}

possess.

3. 2 Chronicles 20:1-17

It happened after this that the people of Moab with the people of Ammon, and others with them

besides the Ammonites, came to battle against Jehoshaphat. 2Then some came and told
Jehoshaphat, saying, "A great multitude is coming against you from beyond the sea, from Syria;

and they are in Hazazon Tamar" (which is En Gedi). 3And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to

seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. 450 Judah gathered together to ask help
from the LORD; and from all the cities of Judah they came to seek the LORD. 5Then Jehoshaphat

stood in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the LORD, before the new court, and
said: "O LORD God of our fathers, are You not God in heaven, and do You not rule over all the
kingdoms of the nations, and in Your hand is there not power and might, so that no one is able to
withstand You? 7Are You not our God, who drove out the inhabitants of this land before Your
people Israel, and gave it to the descendants of Abraham Your friend forever? 8 And they dwell in

it, and have built You a sanctuary in it for Your name, saying, 9'If disaster comes upon us--sword,
judgment, pestilence, or famine--we will stand before this temple and in Your presence (for Your

name is in this temple), and cry out to You in our affliction, and You will hear and save.' 10And

now, here are the people of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir--whom You would not let Israel
invade when they came out of the land of Egypt, but they turned from them and did not destroy

them-- ! here they are, rewarding us by coming to throw us out of Your possession which You

have given us to inherit. 120 our God. will You not judge them? For we have no power against this
great multitude that is coming against us; nor do we know what to do, but our eyes are upon You."
13Now all Judah, with their little ones, their wives, and their children, stood before the LORD.

14Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son
of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, in the midst of the assembly. 15And
he said, "Listen, all you of Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and you, King Jehoshaphat!
Thus says the LORD to you: 'Do not be afraid nor dismayed because of this great multitude, for the
battle is not yours, but God's. 16Tomorrow go down against them. They will surely come up by the
Ascent of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the brook before the Wilderness of Jeruel.

17y ou will not need to fight in this battle. Position yourselves, stand still and see the salvation of
the LORD, who is with you, O Judah and Jerusalem!' Do not fear or be dismayed; tomorrow go out
against them, for the LORD is with you."
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a) Preparing Incorrectly for War

(1) 1 Samuel 17:38-39

So Saul clothed David with his armor, and he put a bronze helmet on his head;

he also clothed him with a coat of mail. 39David fastened his sword to his
armor and tried to walk, for he had not tested them. And David said to Saul, "I
cannot walk with these, for I have not tested them."” So David took them off.

B. Meditate on God’s Word
1. Joshua 1:5-19

No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be
with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you. 6Be strong and of good courage, for to this people

you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. 7Only be
strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My
servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper

wherever you go. 8This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth. but you shall meditate
in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you

will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 9Have I not commanded
you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is

with you wherever you go."

C. Love God, Walk in His Ways, and Hold Fast to Him

1. Deut. 11:22-25

"For if you carefully keep all these commandments which I command you to do--to love the LORD
your God, to walk in all His ways, and to hold fast to Him-- 23then the LORD will drive out all
these nations from before you, and you will dispossess greater and mightier nations than

yourselves. 24Every place on which the sole of your foot treads shall be yours: from the wilderness
and Lebanon, from the river, the River Euphrates, even to the Western Sea, shall be your territory.

25No man shall be able to stand against you; the LORD your God will put the dread of you and the
fear of you upon all the land where you tread, just as He has said to you.

D. If Fearful . ..
1. Deut. 7:17-19

"If you should say in your heart, ' These nations are greater than I; how can I dispossess them?
18you shall not be afraid of them, bur you shall remember well what the LORD your God did to

Pharaoh and to all Egypt: he great trials which your eyes saw, the signs and the wonders, the
mighty hand and the outstretched arm, by which the LORD your God brought you out. So shall the
LoRrD your God do to all the peoples of whom you are afraid.

2. Deut. 20:1-4

"When you go out to battle against your enemies, and see horses and chariots and people more
numerous than you, do not be afraid of them; for the LORD your God is with you, who brought you

up from the land of Egypt. 280 it shall be, when you are on the verge of battle, that the priest shall

approach and speak to the people. 3 And he shall say to them, ' Hear, O Israel: Today you are on the
verge of battle with your enemies. Do not let your heart faint, do not be afraid. and do not tremble

or be terrified because of them; #for the LORD your God is He who goes with you, to fight for you
against your enemies, to save you.'
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3. Judges 7:9-17, 20-23

It happened on the same night that the LORD said to him, "Arise, go down against the camp, for I
have delivered it into your hand. 10Byt if you are afraid to go down. go down to the camp with

Purah your servant, 11and you shall hear what they say; and afterward your hands shall be
strengthened to go down against the camp." Then he went down with Purah his servant to the

outpost of the armed men who were in the camp. 12Now the Midianites and Amalekites, all the
people of the East, were lying in the valley as numerous as locusts; and their camels were without

number, as the sand by the seashore in multitude. 13 And when Gideon had come, there was a man
telling a dream to his companion. He said, "I have had a dream: To my surprise, a loaf of barley
bread tumbled into the camp of Midian; it came to a tent and struck it so that it fell and overturned,

and the tent collapsed.” 14Then his companion answered and said, "This is nothing else but the
sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel! Into his hand God has delivered Midian and the
whole camp."

15And so it was, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, that he
worshiped. He returned to the camp of Israel, and said, "Arise, for the LORD has delivered the camp

of Midian into your hand." 16Then he divided the three hundred men into three companies, and he

put a trumpet into every man' s hand, with empty pitchers, and torches inside the pitchers.”And he
said to them, "Look at me and do likewise; watch, and when I come to the edge of the camp you
shall do as I do:

20Then the three companies blew the trumpets and broke the pitchers--they held the torches in their
left hands and the trumpets in their right hands for blowing--and they cried, "The sword of the

LorD and of Gideon!" 2! And every man stood in his place all around the camp; and the whole

army ran and cried out and fled. 22When the three hundred blew the trumpets, the LORD set every
man' s sword against his companion throughout the whole camp; and the army fled to Beth Acacia,

toward Zererah, as far as the border of Abel Meholah, by Tabbath. 23 And the men of Israel
gathered together from Naphtali, Asher, and all Manasseh, and pursued the Midianites

4. 2 Chronicles 20:1-17

It happened after this that the people of Moab with the people of Ammon, and others with them
besides the Ammonites, came to battle against Jehoshaphat. 2Then some came and told
Jehoshaphat, saying, "A great multitude is coming against you from beyond the sea, from Syria;
and they are in Hazazon Tamar" (which is En Gedi). 3And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to
seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. 4S0 Judah gathered together to ask help

from the LORD; and from all the cities of Judah they came to seek the LORD. SThen Jehoshaphat
stood in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the LORD, before the new court, and
said: "O LORD God of our fathers, are You not God in heaven, and do You not rule over all the
kingdoms of the nations, and in Your hand is there not power and might, so that no one is able to
withstand You? 7Are You not our God, who drove out the inhabitants of this land before Your

people Israel, and gave it to the descendants of Abraham Your friend forever? 8And they dwell in
it, and have built You a sanctuary in it for Your name, saying, 9 If disster comes upon us--sword,
judgment, pestilence, or famine--we will stand before this temple and in Your presence (for Your

name is in this temple), and cry out to You in our affliction, and You will hear and save.' 10And

now, here are the people of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir--whom You would not let Israel
invade when they came out of the land of Egypt, but they turned from them and did not destroy

them-- ! here they are, rewarding us by coming to throw us out of Your possession which You

have given us to inherit. 120 our God. will You not judge them? For we have no power against this
great multitude that is coming against us; nor do we know what to do, but our eyes are upon You."
13Now all Judah, with their little ones, their wives, and their children, stood before the LORD.

14Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son

of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, in the midst of the assembly. 15And
he said, "Listen, all you of Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and you, King Jehoshaphat!
Thus says the LORD to you: ' Do not be afraid nor dismayed because of this great multitude, for the

battle is not yours, but God' s!6Tomorrow go down against them. They will surely come up by the
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Ascent of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the brook before the Wilderness of Jeruel.

17y ou will not need to fight in this battle. Position yourselves, stand still and see the salvation of
the LORD, who is with you, O Judah and Jerusalem!" Do notefar or be dismayed; tomorrow go out
against them, for the LORD is with you."

Il. Principles

A. The Lord Gets the Glory
1. Judges 7:2-3

And the LORD said to Gideon, "The people who are with you are too many for Me to give the
Midianites into their hands, lest Israel claim glory for itself against Me, saying, ' My own hand has

saved me.' Now therefore, proclaim in the hearing of the people, saying, ' Whoeverts fearful and
afraid, let him turn and depart at once from Mount Gilead." " And twenttwo thousand of the
people returned, and ten thousand remained.

2. 1 Samuel 17:43-51

So the Philistine said to David, "Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?" And the Philistine
cursed David by his gods. 44And the Philistine said to David, "Come to me, and I will give your

flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!" 4>Then David said to the Philistine, "You
come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the

LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 4OThis day the LORD will
deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you and take your head from you. And this day I will
give the carcasses of the camp of the Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the

earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. 47 Then all this assembly shall know
that the LORD does not save with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD'S, and He will give you
into our hands."

4880 it was, when the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet David, that David hastened

and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. 49Then David put his hand in his bag and took out a
stone; and he slung it and struck the Philistine in his forehead, so that the stone sank into his

forehead, and he fell on his face to the earth. 30350 David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling
and a stone, and struck the Philistine and killed him. But there was no sword in the hand of David.

51 Therefore David ran and stood over the Philistine, took his sword and drew it out of its sheath
and killed him, and cut off his head with it. And when the Philistines saw that their champion was
dead, they fled.

B. Holiness and Obedience are Necessary

1. Deut. 4:1

"Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I teach you to observe, that you may
live, and go in and possess the land which the LORD God of your fathers is giving you.

2. Deut. 6:17-19

You shall diligently keep the commandments of the LORD your God, His testimonies, and His

statutes which He has commanded you. 18 And you shall do what is right and good in the sight of
the LORD, that it may be well with you, and that you may go in and possess the good land of which

the LORD swore to your fathers, 19 cast out all your enemies from before you, as the LORD has
spoken.

3. Deut. 11:8-9

"Therefore you shall keep every commandment which I command you today, that you may be

9

strong, and go in and possess the land which you cross over to possess, “and that you may prolong

Outline Copyright ©2004 by Frank A. DeCenso, Jr. 5



your days in the land which the LORD swore to give your fathers, to them and their descendants, ' a
land flowing with milk and honey.'

4. Deut. 11:22-25

"For if you carefully keep all these commandments which I command you to do--to love the LORD

your God, to walk in all His ways, and to hold fast to Him-- 23then the LorD will drive out all
these nations from before you, and you will dispossess greater and mightier nations than

yourselves. 24Every place on which the sole of your foot treads shall be yours: from the wilderness
and Lebanon, from the river, the River Euphrates, even to the Western Sea, shall be your territory.

25No man shall be able to stand against you; the LORD your God will put the dread of you and the
fear of you upon all the land where you tread, just as He has said to you.

C. The Lord Fights for Us
1. Exodus 23:20-33

"Behold, I send an Angel before you to keep you in the way and to bring you into the place

which I have prepared. 21Beware of Him and obey His voice; do not provoke Him, for He will not

pardon your transgressions; for My name is in Him. 22yt if you indeed obey His voice and do all
that I speak, then I will be an enemy to your enemies and an adversary to your adversaries. 23For
My Angel will go before you and bring you in to the Amorites and the Hittites and the Perizzites

and the Canaanites and the Hivites and the Jebusites: and T will cut them off. 24You shall not bow
down to their gods, nor serve them, nor do according to their works; but you shall utterly overthrow

them and completely break down their sacred pillars. 2530 you shall serve the LORD your God, and
He will bless your bread and your water. And I will take sickness away from the midst of you.

26No one shall suffer miscarriage or be barren in your land; I will fulfill the number of your days.
271 will send My fear before you. I will cause confusion among all the people to whom you come,

and will make all your enemies turn their backs to you. 28 And I will send hornets before you,

which shall drive out the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite from before you. 291 will not drive
them out from before you in one year, lest the land become desolate and the beast of the field

become too numerous for you. 30Ljttle by little I will drive them out from before you, until you

have increased, and you inherit the land. 31 And 1 will set your bounds from the Red Sea to the sea
Philistia, and from the desert to the River. For I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your
hand, and you shall drive them out before you. 32¥ou shall make no covenant with them, nor with

their gods. 33They shall not dwell in your land, lest they make you sin against Me. For if you serve
their gods, it will surely be a snare to you."

2. Deut. 7:20-24

Moreover the LORD your God will send the hornet among them until those who are left, who hide

themselves from you, are destroyed. 21you shall not be terrified of them; for the LORD your God.

the great and awesome God, is among you. 22And the LORD your God will drive out those nations
before you little by little; you will be unable to destroy them at once, lest the beasts of the field

become foo numerous for you. 23But the LORD your God will deliver them over to you, and will

inflict defeat upon them until they are destroyed. 24 And He will deliver their kings into your hand,
and you will destroy their name from under heaven; no one shall be able to stand against you until
you have destroyed them.

3. Deut. 9:1-3

"Hear, O Israel: You are to cross over the Jordan today, and go in to dispossess nations greater and

mightier than yourself, cities great and fortified up to heaven, 2y people great and tall, the
descendants of the Anakim, whom you know, and of whom you heard it said, ' Who can stand

before the descendants of Anak?' 3Therefore understand today that the LORD your God is He who
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goes over before you as a consuming fire. He will destroy them and bring them down before you;
so you shall drive them out and destroy them quickly, as the LORD has said to you.

4. Deut. 20:1-4

"When you go out to battle against your enemies, and see horses and chariots and people more
numerous than you, do not be afraid of them; for the LORD your God is with you, who brought you

up from the land of Egypt. 230 it shall be, when you are on the verge of battle, that the priest shall

approach and speak to the people. 3 And he shall say to them, ' Har, O Israel: Today you are on the
verge of battle with your enemies. Do not let your heart faint, do not be afraid, and do not tremble

or be terrified because of them; 4for the LORD your God is He who goes with you, to fight for you
against your enemies, to save you.'

5. Joshua 11:6

But the LORD said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid because of them, for tomorrow about this time I will
deliver all of them slain before Israel.

6. 1 Samuel 17:43-51

So the Philistine said to David, "Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?" And the Philistine
cursed David by his gods. 44And the Philistine said to David, "Come to me, and I will give your

flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!" 4>Then David said to the Philistine, "You
come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the

LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46This day the LORD will
deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you and take your head from you. And this day I will
give the carcasses of the camp of the Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the

earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. 47Then all this assembly shall know
that the LORD does not save with sword and spear; for the battle is the LORD'S, and He will give you
into our hands."

4880 it was, when the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet David, that David hastened

and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. 49Then David put his hand in his bag and took out a
stone; and he slung it and struck the Philistine in his forehead, so that the stone sank into his

forehead, and he fell on his face to the earth. 5050 David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling
and a stone, and struck the Philistine and killed him. But there was no sword in the hand of David.

51 Therefore David ran and stood over the Philistine, took his sword and drew it out of its sheath
and killed him, and cut off his head with it. And when the Philistines saw that their champion was
dead, they fled.

D. Special Divine Intervention May Occur

1. Exodus 23:27-30

"I will send My fear before you, I will cause confusion among all the people to whom you come,
and will make all your enemies turn their backs to you. 28 And T will send hornets before you,

which shall drive out the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite from before you. 291 will not drive
them out from before you in one year, lest the land become desolate and the beast of the field

become too numerous for you. 30Little by little I will drive them out from before you, until you
have increased, and you inherit the land.

2. Deut. 7:20-22

Moreover the LORD your God will send the hornet among them until those who are left, who hide

themselves from you, are destroyed. 21You shall not be terrified of them; for the LORD your God,

the great and awesome God, is among you. 22 And the LORD your God will drive out those nations
before you little by little; you will be unable to destroy them at once, lest the beasts of the field
become foo numerous for you..
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3. Joshua 10:7-11

So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he and all the people of war with him, and all the mighty men of
valor. 8And the LORD said to Joshua, "Do not fear them, for I have delivered them into your hand;
not a man of them shall stand before you." 9Joshua therefore came upon them suddenly, having
marched all night from Gilgal. 105 the LoRD routed them before Israel. killed them with a great
slaughter at Gibeon, chased them along the road that goes to Beth Horon, and struck them down as

far as Azekah and Makkedah. ! And it happened, as they fled before Israel and were on the
descent of Beth Horon, that the L.ORD cast down large hailstones from heaven on them as far as

Azekah, and they died. There were more who died from the hailstones than the children of Israel
killed with the sword.

4. 2 Chronicles 20:20-25

So they rose early in the morning and went out into the Wilderness of Tekoa; and as they went out,
Jehoshaphat stood and said, "Hear me, O Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in the

LoRD your God, and you shall be established; believe His prophets, and you shall prosper." 21And
when he had consulted with the people, he appointed those who should sing to the LORD, and who
should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army and were saying:

"Praise the LORD,

For His mercy endures forever."

22Now when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushes against the people of

Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah: and they were defeated. 23For the

people of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of Mount Seir to utterly kill and
destroy them. And when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, they helped to destroy one

another.

2430 when Judah came to a place overlooking the wilderness, they looked toward the multitude;

and there were their dead bodies, fallen on the earth. No one had escaped. 25When Jehoshaphat and
his people came to take away their spoil, they found among them an abundance of valuables on the
dead bodies, and precious jewelry, which they stripped off for themselves, more than they could
carry away; and they were three days gathering the spoil because there was so much.

E. The Price of Disobedience

1. Numbers 33:55-56

But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then it shall be that those
whom you let remain shall be irritants in your eyes and thorns in your sides, and they shall harass

you in the land where you dwell. S6Moreover it shall be that I will do to you as I thought to do to
them." "

2. Deut. 1:20-39

And I said to you, ' You have come to the mountains of the Amorites, which the brD our God is

giving us. 21Look, the LORD your God has set the land before you; go up and possess it, as the

LoRD God of your fathers has spoken to you; do not fear or be discouraged.' 22And everyone of
you came near to me and said, ' Let us send men before us, and let them search out the land for us,
and bring back word to us of the way by which we should go up, and of the cities into which we

shall come.' 23The plan pleased me well; so I took twelve of your men, one man from each tribe.
24And they departed and went up into the mountains, and came to the Valley of Eshcol, and spied

it out. 25They also took some of the fruit of the land in their hands and brought it down to us; and
they brought back word to us, saying, 'It is a good land which the LORD our God is giving us.'

26"Nevertheless you would not go up, but rebelled against the command of the LORD your God;

2Tand you complained in your tents, and said, ' Because the DRD hates us, He has brought us out of

the land of Egypt to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us. 28Where can we go up?
Our brethren have discouraged our hearts, saying, "The people are greater and taller than we; the
cities are great and fortified up to heaven; moreover we have seen the sons of the Anakim there." '
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29Then I said to you, ' Do not be terrified, or afraid of them30The LorD your God, who goes

before you, He will fight for you, according to all He did for you in Egypt before your eyes, 3land
in the wilderness where you saw how the LORD your God carried you, as a man carries his son, in

all the way that you went until you came to this place.' 32Yet, for all that, you did not believe the

LORD your God, 33who went in the way before you to search out a place for you to pitch your
tents, to show you the way you should go, in the fire by night and in the cloud by day.

34"And the LORD heard the sound of your words, and was angry, and took an oath, saying,
35

Surely not one of these men of this evil generation shall see that good land of which I swore to
36

give to your fathers, *Yexcept Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall see it, and to him and his

children I am giving the land on which he walked, because he wholly followed the LLORD.' 37The

LORD was also angry with me for your sakes, saying, " Even you shall not go in there38Joshua the
son of Nun, who stands before you, he shall go in there. Encourage him, for he shall cause Israel to

inherit it. 3?Moreover your little ones and your children, who you say will be victims, who today
have no knowledge of good and evil, they shall go in there; to them I will give it, and they shall

possess it.

3. Judges 2:2-3

And you shall make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land; you shall tear down their altars.'

But you have not obeyed My voice. Why have you done this? 3Therefore I also said, ' I will not
drive them out before you; but they shall be thorns in your side, and their gods shall be a snare to

o

you.

4. 1 Samuel 15:7-11

And Saul attacked the Amalekites, from Havilah all the way to Shur, which is east of Egypt. 8He
also took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of

the sword. YBut Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings,
the lambs, and all that was good, and were unwilling to utterly destroy them. But everything
despised and worthless, that they utterly destroyed.

10Now the word of the LORD came to Samuel, saying. ! 1"I greatly regret that I have set up Saul as
king, for he has turned back from following Me, and has not performed My commandments." And
it grieved Samuel, and he cried out to the LORD all night.

5. 2 Chron. 35:20-24

After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, Necho king of Egypt came up to fight against

Carchemish by the Euphrates; and Josiah went out against him. 21But he sent messengers to him,
saying, "What have I to do with you, king of Judah? I have not come against you this day, but
against the house with which I have war; for God commanded me to make haste. Refrain from
meddling with God, who is with me, lest He destroy you." 22Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his
face from him, but disguised himself so that he might fight with him. and did not heed the words of
Necho from the mouth of God. So he came to fight in the Valley of Megiddo. 23 And the archers
shot King Josiah; and the king said to his servants, "Take me away, for I am severely wounded."

2445 servants therefore took him out of that chariot and put him in the second chariot that he had
and they brought him to Jerusalem. So he died, and was buried in one of the tombs of his fathers.
And all Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah.

6. 1 Kings 20:1-22:53

(long passage)
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lll.Practices
A. “Begin” to Possess the Land

1. Deut. 2:24

"' Rise, take your journey, and cross over the River Arnon. Look, I have given into your hand Sihon
the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and his land. Begin to possess i#, and engage him in battle.

B. Inquire of the Lord for Tactics and Actions
1. Tactics and Actions
a) Divinely Given Tactics

(1) May be the same as before

(a) 1 Samuel 23:1-13
Then they told David, saying, "Look, the Philistines are fighting

against Keilah, and they are robbing the threshing floors." 2Therefore
David inquired of the LORD, saying, "Shall I go and attack these
Philistines?" And the I.ORD said to David, "Go and attack the

Philistines, and save Keilah." 3But David' s men said to him, "Look,
we are afraid here in Judah. How much more then if we go to Keilah

against the armies of the Philistines?" 4Then David inquired of the
LORD once again. And the LORD answered him and said, "Arise, go
down to Keilah. For I will deliver the Philistines into your hand."

5 And David and his men went to Keilah and fought with the
Philistines, struck them with a mighty blow, and took away their
livestock. So David saved the inhabitants of Keilah.

ONow it happened, when Abiathar the son of Ahimelech fled to
David at Keilah, that he went down with an ephod in his hand. 7 And
Saul was told that David had gone to Keilah. So Saul said, "God has
delivered him into my hand, for he has shut himself in by entering a

town that has gates and bars." 8Then Saul called all the people
together for war, to go down to Keilah to besiege David and his men.
9When David knew that Saul plotted evil against him, he said to

Abiathar the priest, "Bring the ephod here." 10Then David said. "O
LORD God of Israel, Your servant has certainly heard that Saul seeks

to come to Keilah to destroy the city for my sake. i the men of
Keilah deliver me into his hand? Will Saul come down, as Your
servant has heard? O LORD God of Israel, I pray, tell Your servant."”

And the LORD said, "He will come down." 12Then David said, "Will
the men of Keilah deliver me and my men into the hand of Saul?"

And the LORD said, "They will deliver you. " 13So David and his
men, about six hundred, arose and departed from Keilah and went
wherever they could go. Then it was told Saul that David had escaped
from Keilah; so he halted the expedition.

(b) 1 Samuel 30:1-10

Now it happened, when David and his men came to Ziklag, on the
third day, that the Amalekites had invaded the South and Ziklag,

attacked Ziklag and burned it with fire, 2and had taken captive the

Outline Copyright ©2004 by Frank A. DeCenso, Jr. 10



women and those who were there, from small to great; they did not

kill anyone, but carried them away and went their way. 3S0 David
and his men came to the city, and there it was, burned with fire; and
their wives, their sons, and their daughters had been taken captive.

4Then David and the people who were with him lifted up their voices

and wept, until they had no more power to weep. SAnd David' s two
wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the widow of Nabal the

Carmelite, had been taken captive. 6Now David was greatly
distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, because the soul of
all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and his daughters.
But David strengthened himself in the LORD his God.

"Then David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech' s son, "Please

bring the ephod here to me." And Abiathar brought the ephod to
David. 8So David inquired of the LLORD, saying, "Shall I pursue this
troop? Shall I overtake them?" And He answered him, "Pursue, for

you shall surely overtake them and without fail recover all." 950
David went, he and the six hundred men who were with him, and
came to the Brook Besor, where those stayed who were left behind.

10By( David pursued, he and four hundred men; for two hundred
stayed behind, who were so weary that they could not cross the
Brook Besor.

(2) May be different than before

Outline Copyright ©2004 by Frank A. DeCenso, Jr.

(a) 2 Samuel 5:17-25

Now when the Philistines heard that they had anointed David king
over Israel, all the Philistines went up to search for David. And David

heard of it and went down to the stronghold. 18The Philistines also

went and deployed themselves in the Valley of Rephaim. 1950 David
inquired of the LORD, saying, "Shall I go up against the Philistines?
Will You deliver them into my hand?" And the L.ORD said to David,
"Go up, for I will doubtless deliver the Philistines into your hand."
2056 David went to Baal Perazim, and David defeated them there;
and he said, "The LORD has broken through my enemies before me,
like a breakthrough of water." Therefore he called the name of that

place Baal Perazim. 21And they left their images there, and David
and his men carried them away.

22Then the Philistines went up once again and deployed themselves
in the Valley of Rephaim. 23Therefore David inquired of the LORD
and He said. "You shall not go up: circle around behind them, and
come upon them in front of the mulberry trees. 24 And it shall be

when you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the mulberry
trees, then you shall advance quickly. For then the LORD will go out

before you to strike the camp of the Philistines." 25And David did so,
as the LORD commanded him; and he drove back the Philistines from
Geba as far as Gezer.

1 Chron. 14:8-17

Now when the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king
over all Israel, all the Philistines went up to search for David. And
David heard of it and went out against them. 9Then the Philistines
went and made a raid on the Valley of Rephaim. 10And David

inquired of God, saying, "Shall I go up against the Philistines? Will
You deliver them into my hand?" And the L.ORD said to him, "Go up,

for I will deliver them into your hand." lg, they went up to Baal
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Perazim, and David defeated them there. Then David said, "God has
broken through my enemies by my hand like a breakthrough of
water." Therefore they called the name of that place Baal Perazim.

12 And when they left their gods there, David gave a commandment,
and they were burned with fire.

13Then the Philistines once again made a raid on the valley.

14Therefore David inquired again of God, and God said to him, "You
shall not go up after them; circle around them, and come upon them

in front of the mulberry trees. 15 And it shall be, when you hear a
sound of marching in the tops of the mulberry trees, then you shall go
out to battle, for God has gone out before you to strike the camp of

the Philistines." 16So David did as God commanded him, and they
drove back the army of the Philistines from Gibeon as far as Gezer.

17Then the fame of David went out into all lands, and the LORD
brought the fear of him upon all nations.

b) Divinely Given Actions (Examples)

(1) Ambushing

(a) Joshua 8:1-2

Now the LORD said to Joshua: "Do not be afraid, nor be dismayed;
take all the people of war with you, and arise, go up to Ai. See, | have
given into your hand the king of Ai, his people, his city, and his

land.2And you shall do to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and its
king. Only its spoil and its cattle you shall take as booty for
yourselves. Lay an ambush for the city behind it."

(2) Shouting

(a) Joshua 6:20

So the people shouted when the priests blew the trumpets. And it
happened when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the
people shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat. Then
the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and
they took the city.

C. Kill All Targeted Enemies
1. Numbers 31:12-18

Then they brought the captives, the booty, and the spoil to Moses, to Eleazar the priest, and to the
congregation of the children of Israel, to the camp in the plains of Moab by the Jordan, across from

Jericho. 13And Moses, Eleazar the priest, and all the leaders of the congregation, went to meet

them outside the camp. 14But Moses was angry with the officers of the army, with the captains

over thousands and captains over hundreds, who had come from the battle. 15 And Moses said to

them: "Have you kept all the women alive? 16Look, these women caused the children of Israel,
through the counsel of Balaam, to trespass against the LORD in the incident of Peor, and there was a

plague among the congregation of the LORD. 17Now therefore, kill every male among the little

ones, and kill every woman who has known a man intimately. 18yt keep alive for yourselves all
the young girls who have not known a man intimately.
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2. Deut. 3:1-6

"Then we turned and went up the road to Bashan; and Og king of Bashan came out against us, he

and all his people, to battle at Edrei. 2 And the LORD said to me, ' Do not fear him, for I have
delivered him and all his people and his land into your hand; you shall do to him as you did to

Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt at Heshbon.' 3S0 the LORD our God also delivered into our
hands Og king of Bashan, with all his people, and we attacked him until he had no survivors

remaining. 4And we took all his cities at that time; there was not a city which we did not take from
them: sixty cities, all the region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan. SAll these cities were

fortified with high walls, gates, and bars, besides a great many rural towns. 6And we utterly
destroyed them, as we did to Sihon king of Heshbon, utterly destroying the men, women, and
children of every city.

3. Deut. 7:1-4

"When the LORD your God brings you into the land which you go to possess, and has cast out many
nations before you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the

Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and mightier than you, 2and
when the LORD your God delivers them over to you, you shall conquer them and utterly destroy

them. You shall make no covenant with them nor show mercy to them. 3Nor shall you make
marriages with them. You shall not give your daughter to their son, nor take their daughter for your

son. 4For they will turn your sons away from following Me, to serve other gods; so the anger of the
LorD will be aroused against you and destroy you suddenly.

4. Deut. 7:16

And you shall destroy all the peoples whom the LORD your God delivers over to you; your eye shall
have no pity on them; nor shall you serve their gods, for that will be a snare to you.

5. Deut. 20:10-18

"When you go near a city to fight against it, then proclaim an offer of peace to it. 11 And it shall be
that if they accept your offer of peace, and open to you, then all the people who are found in it shall

be placed under tribute to you, and serve you. 2Now if the city will not make peace with you, but
makes war against you, then you shall besiege it. 13 And when the LORD your God delivers it into

your hands, you shall strike every male in it with the edge of the sword. 14But the women, the little
ones, the livestock, and all that is in the city, all its spoil, you shall plunder for yourself; and you

shall eat the enemies' plunder which the bRD your God gives you. I5Thus you shall do to all the

cities which are very far from you, which are not of the cities of these nations. 6Byt of the cities
of these peoples which the LORD your God gives you as an inheritance, you shall let nothing that

breathes remain alive, 17but you shall utterly destroy them: the Hittite and the Amorite and the
Canaanite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite, just as the LORD your God has

commanded you, 18lest they teach you to do according to all their abominations which they have
done for their gods, and you sin against the LORD your God.

D. Destroy All Targeted Enemies
1. Numbers 33:50-53

Now the LORD spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan, across from Jericho, saying,

Sl "Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: ' When you have crossed the Jordan into the

land of Canaan, 2then you shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you, destroy

all their engraved stones, destroy all their molded images, and demolish all their high places; 5 3you

shall dispossess the inhabitants of the land and dwell in it, for I have given you the land to possess.
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2. Deut. 12:2-4

You shall utterly destroy all the places where the nations which you shall dispossess served their

gods, on the high mountains and on the hills and under every green tree. 3And you shall destroy
their altars, break their sacred pillars, and burn their wooden images with fire; you shall cut down

the carved images of their gods and destroy their names from that place. #You shall not worship the
LoRrD your God with such things.

3. Joshua 10:28-42

On that day Joshua took Makkedah, and struck it and its king with the edge of the sword. He utterly
destroyed them--all the people who were in it. He let none remain. He also did to the king of
Makkedah as he had done to the king of Jericho.

29Then Joshua passed from Makkedah, and all Israel with him, to Libnah; and they fought against

Libnah. 30And the LORD also delivered it and its king into the hand of Israel; he struck it and all the
people who were in it with the edge of the sword. He let none remain in it, but did to its king as he
had done to the king of Jericho.

31Then Joshua passed from Libnah, and all Israel with him, to Lachish; and they encamped against

it and fought against it. 32 And the LORD delivered Lachish into the hand of Israel, who took it on
the second day, and struck it and all the people who were in it with the edge of the sword,

according to all that he had done to Libnah. 33Then Horam king of Gezer came up to help Lachish;
and Joshua struck him and his people, until he left him none remaining.
34From Lachish Joshua passed to Eglon, and all Israel with him; and they encamped against it and

fought against it. 35They took it on that day and struck it with the edge of the sword: all the people
who were in it he utterly destroyed that day, according to all that he had done to Lachish.

3650 Joshua went up from Eglon, and all Israel with him, to Hebron; and they fought against it.

37 And they took it and struck it with the edge of the sword--its king, all its cities. and all the people
who were in it; he left none remaining, according to all that he had done to Eglon, but utterly
destroyed it and all the people who were in it.

38Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to Debir; and they fought against it. 39And he
took it and its king and all its cities; they struck them with the edge of the sword and utterly
destroyed all the people who were in it. He left none remaining; as he had done to Hebron, so he
did to Debir and its king, as he had done also to Libnah and its king.

4086 Joshua conquered all the land: the mountain country and the South and the lowland and the
wilderness slopes, and all their kings; he left none remaining, but utterly destroyed all that breathed,
as the LORD God of Israel had commanded. 4! And Joshua conquered them from Kadesh Barnea as

far as Gaza, and all the country of Goshen, even as far as Gibeon. 421l these kings and their land
Joshua took at one time, because the LORD God of Israel fought for Israel.

4. Joshua 11:6-19, 21-23

But the LORD said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid because of them, for tomorrow about this time I will
deliver all of them slain before Israel. You shall hamstring their horses and burn their chariots with

fire." 7So Joshua and all the people of war with him came against them suddenly by the waters of
Merom, and they attacked them. 8 And the LORD delivered them into the hand of Israel. who
defeated them and chased them to Greater Sidon, to the Brook Misrephoth, and to the Valley of

Mizpah eastward; they attacked them until they left none of them remaining. 950 Joshua did to
them as the LORD had told him: he hamstrung their horses and burned their chariots with fire.

1030shua turned back at that time and took Hazor, and struck its king with the sword; for Hazor

was formerly the head of all those kingdoms. 11 And they struck all the people who were in it with
the edge of the sword, utterly destroying them. There was none left breathing. Then he burned

Hazor with fire. 12So all the cities of those kings, and all their kings, Joshua took and struck with
the edge of the sword. He utterly destroyed them, as Moses the servant of the LORD had

commanded. !3But as for the cities that stood on their mounds, Israel burned none of them, except

Hazor only, which Joshua burned. 14And all the spoil of these cities and the livestock, the children
of Israel took as booty for themselves; but they struck every man with the edge of the sword until
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they had destroyed them, and they left none breathing. I5As the LoRD had commanded Moses his
servant, so Moses commanded Joshua, and so Joshua did. He left nothing undone of all that the
LORD had commanded Moses.

16Thus Joshua took all this land: the mountain country, all the South, all the land of Goshen, the

lowland, and the Jordan plain--the mountains of Israel and its lowlands, 17from Mount Halak and
the ascent to Seir, even as far as Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon below Mount Hermon. He

captured all their kings, and struck them down and killed them. 1830shua made war a long time

with all those kings. 19There was not a city that made peace with the children of Israel, except the
Hivites, the inhabitants of Gibeon. All the others they took in battle.

21And at that time Joshua came and cut off the Anakim from the mountains: from Hebron, from
Debir, from Anab, from all the mountains of Judah, and from all the mountains of Israel; Joshua

utterly destroyed them with their cities. 22None of the Anakim were left in the land of the children

of Israel; they remained only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod. 2350 Joshua took the whole land,
according to all that the LORD had said to Moses; and Joshua gave it as an inheritance to Israel
according to their divisions by their tribes. Then the land rested from war.

5. 1 Samuel 15:3

Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare them. But kill
both man and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.' "

E. Recruitment of Spiritual Help
1. Numbers 31:4-7

4A thousand from each tribe of all the tribes of Israel you shall send to the war." 35S0 there were
recruited from the divisions of Israel one thousand from each tribe, twelve thousand armed for war.

6Then Moses sent them to the war, one thousand from each tribe; he sent them to the war with
Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, with the holy articles and the signal trumpets in his hand.

7 And they warred against the Midianites, just as the LORD commanded Moses, and they killed all
the males.

F. “Divide the Plunder” With Those Giving Spiritual Help
1. Numbers 31:25-30

25Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 26"Count up the plunder that was taken--of man and

beast--you and Eleazar the priest and the chief fathers of the congregation; 27and divide the
plunder into two parts, between those who took part in the war, who went out to battle, and all the

congregation. 28 And levy a tribute for the LORD on the men of war who went out to battle: one of
every five hundred of the persons, the cattle, the donkeys, and the sheep; 2Ytake it from their half,

and give it to Eleazar the priest as a heave offering to the LORD. 30And from the children of Israel' s
half you shall take one of every fifty, drawn from the persons, the cattle, the donkeys, and the

sheep, from all the livestock, and give them to the Levites who keep charge of the tabernacle of the
LORD."

G. ""Take Heed" After the Battles
1. Deut. 4:9

"Only take heed to yourself, and diligently keep yourself, lest you forget the things your eyes have
seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. And teach them to your children
and your grandchildren
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2. Deut. 4:15-19

"Take careful heed to yourselves, for you saw no form when the LORD spoke to you at Horeb out of
the midst of the fire, 10lest you act corruptly and make for yourselves a carved image in the form of
any figure: the likeness of male or female, 17the likeness of any animal that is on the earth or the

likeness of any winged bird that flies in the air, 18the likeness of anything that creeps on the ground

or the likeness of any fish that is in the water beneath the earth. 19And take heed, lest you lift your
eyes to heaven, and when you see the sun, the moon, and the stars, all the host of heaven, you feel
driven to worship them and serve them, which the LORD your God has given to all the peoples
under the whole heaven as a heritage.

3. Deut. 4:23-29

Take heed to yourselves, lest you forget the covenant of the LORD your God which He made with
you, and make for yourselves a carved image in the form of anything which the LORD your God has

forbidden you. 24For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.

25"When you beget children and grandchildren and have grown old in the land, and act corruptly
and make a carved image in the form of anything, and do evil in the sight of the LORD your God to

provoke Him to anger, 261 call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that you will soon
utterly perish from the land which you cross over the Jordan to possess; you will not prolong your

days in it, but will be utterly destroyed. 27 And the LoRrD will scatter you among the peoples, and

you will be left few in number among the nations where the LORD will drive you. 28 And there you
will serve gods, the work of men' s hands, wood and stone, which neither see nor hear nor eat nor

smell. 29But from there you will seek the LORD your God, and you will find Him if you seek Him
with all your heart and with all your soul.

4. Deut. 6:10-13

"So it shall be, when the LORD your God brings you into the land of which He swore to your
fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give you large and beautiful cities which you did not

build, ! Thouses full of all good things, which you did not fill, hewn-out wells which you did not

dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant--when you have eaten and are full-- 124hen
beware, lest you forget the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of

bondage. 13You shall fear the LORD your God and serve Him, and shall take oaths in His name.

5. Deut. 7:1-4

"When the LORD your God brings you into the land which you go to possess, and has cast out many
nations before you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the

Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and mightier than you, 2and
when the LORD your God delivers them over to you, you shall conquer them and utterly destroy

them. You shall make no covenant with them nor show mercy to them. 3Nor shall you make
marriages with them. You shall not give your daughter to their son, nor take their daughter for your

son. 4For they will turn your sons away from following Me, to serve other gods; so the anger of the
LoRD will be aroused against you and destroy you suddenly.

6. Deut. 12:29-31

"When the LORD your God cuts off from before you the nations which you go to dispossess, and

you displace them and dwell in their land, 30take heed to yourself that you are not ensnared to
follow them, after they are destroyed from before you, and that you do not inquire after their gods,

saying, ' How did these nations serve their gods? I also will do likewise3 1 You shall not worship
the LORD your God in that way; for every abomination to the LORD which He hates they have done
to their gods; for they burn even their sons and daughters in the fire to their gods.
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7. Joshua 23:11-13

Therefore take careful heed to yourselves, that you love the LORD your God. 120r else, if indeed
you do go back, and cling to the remnant of these nations--these that remain among you--and make
marriages with them, and go in to them and they to you, I3know for certain that the LORD your
God will no longer drive out these nations from before you. But they shall be snares and traps to
you, and scourges on your sides and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from this good land which
the LORD your God has given you.
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