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Spiritual Adultery

James 4

%You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may
spend it on your plecsures. *Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not
know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever
therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of
God. °Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, "The Spirit who
dwells in us yearns jealously"?

Jeremiah 3
"'"They say, "If aman divorces his wife,

And she goes from him

And becomes another man's,

May he return to her again?'

Would not that land be greatly polluted?

But you have played the harlot with many lovers;

Yet return to Me," says the LORD.

2" ift up your eyes to the desolate heights and see:

Where have you not lain with men?

By the road you have sat for them

Like an Arabian in the wilderness;

And you have polluted the lond

With your harlotries and your wickedness.

3Therefore the showers have been withheld,

And there has been no Iatter rain.

You have had a harlot's forehead;

You refuse to be ashamed.

4Will you not from this time cry to Me,

"My Father, You are the guide of my youth?

SWill He remain ongry forever?

Will He keep it to the end?'

Behold, you have spoken and done evil things,

As you were dble."
® The LORD said adlso to me in the days of Josioh the king: "Have you
seen what badcksliding Israel has done? She has gone up on every high
mountain and under every green tree, and there played the harlot.
’And | said, ofter she had done dll these things, "Return to Me.' But
she did not return. And her treacherous sister Judah saw it. éThen |
saw that for dl the causes for which backsliding Isroel had committed
adultery, | had put her away and given her a certificate of divorce; yet
her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but went and played the
harlot dso. °So it come to pass, through her cosud horlotry, that she
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defiled the land and committed adultery with stones ond trees. '°And
yet for all this her freacherous sister Judoh hos not furned to Me with
her whole heart, but in pretense," says the LORD.
""Then the LORD said to me, "Backsliding Israel has shown herself
more righteous than treacherous Judah. '>Go and prodaim these words
toward the north, and say:

"Return, backsliding Israel,' says the LORD;

"I will not cause My anger to fdl on you.

For | am merciful,’ says the LORD;

"I will not remain angry forever.

¥0Only acknowledge your iniquity,

That you have transgressed against the LORD your God,

And have scattered your charms

To dlien deities under every green tree,

And you have not obeyed My voice," says the LORD.
"“"Return, O backsliding children," says the LORD; "for | am married to
you. | will take you, one from a dty and two from a family, and | will
bring you to Zion. '*And | will give you shepherds according to My
heart, who will feed you with knowledge and understanding.
'°"Then it shall come to pass, when you are multiplied and increased in
the lond in those days," says the LORD, "that they will say no more,
"The ark of the covenant of the LORD." 1t shall not com&o mind, nor
shall they remember it, nor shall they visit it, nor shall it be made
anymore,
7" At that time Jerusadem shall be called The Throne of the LORD, and
dl the nations shdll be gathered to it, to the name of the LORD, to
Jerusadlem. No more shall they follow the dictates of their evil hearts.
181N those days the house of Judoh shall walk with the house of
Israel, and they shall come together out of the land of the north to the
lond that | have given as an inheritance to your fathers.
""But | said:

"How can | put you among the children

And give you a pleasant land,

A beautiful heritage of the hosts of nations?'
"And | said:

"You shall call Me, "My Father,"

And not turn away from Me.'

203 urely, os a wife treacherously departs from her husbond,

So have you dedlt freacherously with Me,

O house of Israel," says the LORD.

21A voice waos heard on the desolate heights,

Weeping ond supplications of the children of Israel.

For they have perverted their way;

They have forgotten the LORD their God.
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22'Return, you backsliding children,

And | will heal your backslidings."

"I ndeed we do come to You,

For You are the LORD our God.

2Truly, in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills,
And from the multitude of mountains;

Truly, in the LORD our God

Is the salvation of |srael.

24For shame haos devoured

The labor of our fathers from our youth--

Their flocks and their herds,

Their sons and their daughters.

25\We lie down in our shame,

And our reproach covers us.

For we have sinned against the LORD our God,

We and our fathers,

From our youth even to this day,

And have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God."

Jeremiah 5

' "Run to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem:;
See now and know;
And seek in her open places
If you con find a man,
If there is anyone who executes judgment,
Who seeks the fruth,
And | will pardon her.
’Though they say, "As the LORD lives,'
Surely they swear fdlsely."
30O LORD, cre not Your eyes on the truth?
You have stricken them,
But they have not grieved;
You have consumed them,
But they have refused to receive correction.
They have made their faces harder than rock;
They have refused to return.
“Therefore | said, "Surely these are poor.
They are foolish;
For they do not know the way of the LORD,
The judgment of their God.
°l will go to the great men and speck to them,
For they have known the way of the LORD,
The judgment of their God."
But these have dltogether broken the yoke
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And burst the bonds.
*Therefore alion from the forest shall slay them,
A wolf of the deserts shall destroy them:;
A leopard will watch over their dties.
Everyone who goes out from there shall be torn in pieces,
Because their transgressions are many;
Their backslidings have increos ed.
""How shadll | pardon you for this?
Your children have forsaken Me
And sworn by those that are not gods.
When | had fed them to the full,
Then they committed adultery
And assembled themselves by troops in the harlots' houses.
8T hey were like well-fed lusty stallions;
Every one neighed after his neighbor' s wife.
°Shdll | not punish them for these things?" says the LORD.
"And shall | not avenge Myself on such a nation as this?
19" Go up on her walls and destroy,
But do not make a complete end.
Toke away her braonches,
For they are not the LORD' s.
""For the house of Israel and the house of Judoh
Have dedlt very treacherously with Me," says the LORD.
"?They have lied dbout the LORD,
And said, "It is not He.
Neither will evil come upon us,
Nor shall we see sword or famine,
3And the prophets become wind,
For the word is not in them.
Thus shall it be done to them."
“Therefore thus says the LORD God of hosts:
"Because you speak this word,
Behold, | will make My words in your mouth fire,
And this people wood,
And it shdll devour them.
"®Behold, | will bring a nation against you from afar,
O house of Israel," says the LORD.
"It is amighty nation,
It is an andent nation,
A nation whose longuage you do not know,
Nor can you understond what they say.
'°Their quiver is like an open tomb;
They are all mighty men.
7 And they shall eat up your harvest and your bread,
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Which your sons and daughters should eat.

They shadll eat up your flocks and your herds;

They shall eat up your vines and your fig frees;

They shall destroy your fortified cities,

In which you trust, with the sword.
18"Nevertheless in those days," says the LORD, "I will not maoke a
complete end of you. "?And it will be when you say, "Why does the
LORD our God do dll these things tous?" then you shadl answer them,
"Just as you have forsaken Me and served foreign gods in your land,
so you shadll serve dliens in aland that is not yours.'

20'Dedare this in the house of Jacob

And prodaim it in Judah, saying,

2I"Hear this now, O foolish people,

Without understanding,

Who have eyes and see not,

And who have ears and hear not:

22Do you not fear Me?' says the LORD.

"Will you not tremble at My presence,

Who have placed the sand os the bound of the seq,

By a perpetud decree, that it cannot pass beyond it?

And though its waves toss to and fro,

Yet they connot prevail;

Though they roar, yet they connot poss over it.

23But this people hos a defiont and rebellious heort;

They have revolted and departed.

24T hey do not say in their heart,

"Let us now fear the LORD our God,

Who gives rain, both the former and the latter, in its season.

He reserves for us the gppointed weeks of the harvest."

2%Your iniquities have turned these things away,

And your sins have withheld good from you.

26'For among My people are found wicked men;

They lie in wait as one who sets snares;

They set atrop;

They catch men.

2’ As a cage is full of birds,

So their houses are full of deceit.

Therefore they have become great and grown rich.

2They have grown fat, they are sleek;

Yes, they surpass the deeds of the wicked;

They do not plead the cause,

The cause of the fatherless;

Yet they prosper,

And the right of the needy they do not defend.
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2Shdll | not punish them for these things?' says the LORD.
"Shdll I not avenge Myself on such anation as this?'

30" An ostonishing and horrible thing

Has been committed in the lonad:

31The prophets prophesy falsely,

And the priests rule by their own power;

And My people love to have it so.

But what will you do in the end?

Jeremiah 7

' The word that came to Jeremioh from the LORD, saying, 2" Stand in
the gate of the LORD' s house, and prodaim there this word, angay,
"Hear the word of the LORD, dll you of Judoh who enter in at these
gates to worship the LORD!"' %Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of
Isroel: "Amend your ways and your doings, and | will cause you to
dwell in this place. “Do not trust in these lying words, saying, 'The
temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD
are these.'

S'For if you thoroughly amend your ways ond your doings, if you
thoroughly execute judgment between a man and his neighbor, ®if you
do not oppress the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, ond do not
shed innocent blood in this place, or walk after other gods to your
hurt, “then | will cause you to dwell in this place, in the lond that |
gave to your fathers forever and ever.

" Behold, you trust in lying words that connot profit. “Will you stedl,
murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, burn incense to Baal, and
walk ofter other gods whom you do not know, '°and then come and
stand before Me in this house which is cdled by My name, and say,
"We are delivered to do dll these abominations' ?'Hos this house,
which is called by My name, become a den of thieves in your eyes?
Behold, |, even |, have seen it," says the LORD.

12'But go now to My place which was in Shiloh, where | set My name
at the first, and see what | did to it because of the wickedness of My
people Israel. '*And now, because you have done dll these works,"
says the LORD, "and | spoke to you, rising up early ond spedking, but
you did not hear, and | called you, but you did not answer, '“therefore
| will do to the house which is cdled by My name, in which you frust,
and to this place which | gave to you aond your fathers, os | have done
to Shiloh. ">And | will cost you out of My sight, as | have cost out dll
your brethren--the whole posterity of Ephraim.

1°"Therefore do not pray for this people, nor lift up acry or prayer for
them, nor maoke intercession to Me; for | will not hear you. '"Do you
not see what they do in the dities of Judah and in the streetfs of
Jerusalem? '®The children gather wood, the fathers kindle the fire, and
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the women kneod dough, to moke cakes for the queen of heaven; and
they pour out drink offerings to other gods, that they may provoke Me
to anger. Do they provoke Me to anger?" says the LORD. "Do they
not provoke themselves, to the shame of their own faces ?"

20T herefore thus says the Lord GOD: "Behold, My anger and My fury
will be poured out on this place--on man and on beaost, on the trees of
the field and on the fruit of the ground. And it will burn and not be
quenched."

21Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: "Add your burnt
offerings to your sacrifices and eat meat. 2?For | did not speck to your
fathers, or commaond them in the day that | brought them out of the
land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or socrifices. 2°But this is
what | commanded them, saying, "Obey My voice, and | will be your
God, and you shall be My people. And walk in dl the ways that | have
commanded you, that it may be well with you.' 24Yet they did not obey
or indine their ear, but followed the counsels ond the dictates of their
evil hearts, and went backward and not forward. 2°Since the day that
your fathers come out of the lond of Egypt until this day, | have even
sent to you dll My servants the prophets, daily rising up early and
sending them. 26Yet they did not obey Me or indine their ear, but
stiffened their neck. They did worse than their fathers.

27"Therefore you shall speck dll these words to them, but they will not
obey you. You shall dso cadll to them, but they will not answer you.

28 "5 0 you shall say to them, "This is a nation that does not obey the
voice of the LORD their God nor receive correction. Truth has perished
and hos been cut off from their mouth. 2°Cut off your hair and cost it
away, ond tfoke up alamentation on the desolate heights; for the
LORD hos rejected ond forsaken the generation of His wrath.' *°For the
children of Judah have done evil in My sight," says the LORD. "They
have set their adbominations in the house which is cdled by My name,
to pollute it. *'And they have built the high places of Tophet, which is
in the Vdlley of the Son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their
daughters in the fire, which | did not command, nor did it come into
My heart.

%2'Therefore behold, the days are coming." says the LORD, "when it
will no more be cdled Tophet, or the Vdlley of the Son of Hinnom, but
the Vadlley of Slaughter; for they will bury in Tophet until there is no
room. **The corpses of this people will be food for the birds of the
heaven and for the beasts of the earth. And no one will frighten them
away. ¥**Then | will cause to cease from the dties of Judoh and from
the streets of Jerusalem the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness,
the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride. For the land
shall be desolate.
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Jeremiah 9
' Oh, that my head were waters,

And my eyes a fountain of tears,

That | might weep day and night

For the slain of the daughter of my peoplel!

20Oh, that | had in the wilderness

A lodging place for travelers;

That | might leave my people,

And go from them!

For they are dll adulterers,

An assembly of treacherous men.

3" And like their bow they have bent their tongues for lies.

They are not vdiant for the tfruth on the earth.

For they proceed from evil to evil,

And they do not know Me," says the LORD.

4"Everyone toke heed to his neighbor,

And do not trust any brother;

For every brother will utterly supplant,

And every neighbor will walk with slanderers.

°Everyone will deceive his neighbor,

And will not speck the truth;

They have taught their tongue to spedk lies;

They weary themselves to commit iniquity.

®Your dwelling place is in the midst of deceit;

Through deceit they refuse to know Me," says the LORD.
'Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts:

"Behold, | will refine them ond try them;

For how shadll | dedl with the daughter of My people?

T heir tongue is an arrow shot out;

It speaks deceit;

One spedks peaceably to his neighbor with his mouth,

But in his heart he lies in wait.

?Shall | not punish them for these things?" says the LORD.

"Shdll I not avenge Myself on such a nation as this?"

191 will take up a weeping ond wailing for the mountains,

And for the dwelling places of the wilderness alamentation,

Because they are burned up,

So that no one can pass through;

Nor can men hear the voice of the cattle.

Both the birds of the heavens and the beasts have fled;

They are gone.

"I will make Jerusdlem a heap of ruins, a den of jackals.

| will moke the dties of Judah desolate, without an inhabitant.”
2Who is the wise man who may understand this? And who is he to
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whom the mouth of the LORD has spoken, that he may dedare it?
Why does the land perish and burn up like a wilderness, so that no one
con pass through?
3And the LORD said, "Because they have forsoken My low which | set
before them, and have not obeyed My voice, nor walked according to
it, "“but they have walked according to the dictates of their own hearts
ond after the Badls, which their fathers taught them," '°therefore thus
says the LORD of hosts, the God of Isroel: "Behold, | will feed them,
this people, with wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink. '°|
will scatter them also among the Gentiles, whom neither they nor their
fathers have known. And | will send a sword after them until | have
consumed them."
"7 Thus says the LORD of hosts:

"Consider and call for the mourning women,

That they may come;

And send for skillful wailing women,

That they may come.

'8l et them make hoste

And take up a wailing for us,

That our eyes may run with tears,

And our eyelids gush with water.

"For a voice of wailing is heard from Zion:

"How we are plundered!

We are greatly ashamed,

Because we have forsaken the land,

Because we have been cost out of our dwellings."'

“%Yet hear the word of the LORD, O women,

And let your ear receive the word of His mouth;

Teach your daughters wailing,

And everyone her neighbor alamentation.

2IFor death has come through our windows,

Has entered our paloces,

To kill off the children--no longer to be outside!

And the young men--no longer on the streets!

223 peck, "Thus says the LORD:

"Even the carcasses of men shall fall as refuse on the open field,

Like cuttings after the harvester,

And no one shall gather them."'
#Thus says the LORD:

"Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,

Let not the mighty man glory in his might,

Nor let the rich man glory in his riches;

24But let him who glories glory in this,

That he understands and knows Me,
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That | am the LORD, exerdsing lovingkindness, judgment, and
righteousness in the earth.

For in these | delight," says the LORD.
25'Behold, the days are coming," says the LORD, "that | will punish dll
who are drcumdsed with the undrcumdsed-- 2°Egypt, Judah, Edom,
the people of Ammon, Moab, and dll who are in the farthest corners,
who dwell in the wilderness. For all these nations are uncircumdised,
and all the house of Israel are undrcumdised in the heart.”

Jeremiah 13
" Thus the LORD said to me: "Go ond get yourself alinen sash, and
put it around your waist, but do not put it in water." 2So | got asash
according to the word of the LORD, and put it around my waist.
3And the word of the LORD came to me the second time, saying,
4'Toke the sash that you acquired, which is around your waist, ond
arise, go to the Euphrates, ond hide it there in a hole in the rock." °So
| went and hid it by the Euphrates, as the LORD commanded me.
®Now it come to poss aftfer mony days that the LORD sacid to me,
"Arise, go to the Euphrates, and take from there the sash which |
commanded you to hide there." “Then | went to the Euphrates ond
dug, and | took the sash from the ploce where | had hidden it; ond
there wos the sash, ruined. It was profitable for nothing.
8T hen the word of the LORD come to me, saying, *"Thus says the
LORD: "In this manner | will ruin the pride of Judah and the great
pride of Jerusalem. '°This evil people, who refuse to hear My words,
who follow the dictafes of their hearts, ond walk after other gods to
serve them and worship them, shall be just like this sash which is
profitable for nothing. ''For as the sash dings to the waist of aman, so
| have caused the whole house of Isroel and the whole house of Judah
to dingto Me," says the LORD, "that theymay become My people, for
renown, for praise, and for glory; but they would not hear.'
12 '"Therefore you shadll speck to them this word: "Thus says the LORD
God of Israel: "Every bottle shall be filled with wine."'
"And they will say to you, "Do we not certainly know that every bottle
will be filled with wine?'
¥"Then you shdll say to them, "Thus says the LORD: "Behold, | will fill
dl the inhabitants of this land--even the kings who sit on David' s
throne, the priests, the prophets, and all the inhabitants of Jerusaem-
-with drunkenness! "*And | will dosh them one against another, even
the fathers aond the sons together," says the LORD. "I will not pity nor
spare nor have mercy, but will destroy them.""'
" Hear and give ear:

Do not be proud,

For the LORD has spoken.
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'°Give glory to the LORD your God

Before He causes darkness,

And before your feet stumble

On the dark mountains,

And while you are looking for light,

He furns it into the shadow of death

And makes it dense darkness.

"7But if you will not hear it,

My soul will weep in secret for your pride;

My eyes will weep bitterly

And run down with tears,

Because the LORD' s flok has been taken coptive.
%S ay to the king ond to the queen mother,
"Humble yourselves;

Sit down,

For your rule shall collopse, the aown of your glory."
“The dities of the South shall be shut up,

And no one shall open them;

Judah shall be carried away captive, dl of it;

It shadll be wholly carried away captive.

20Lift up your eyes and see

Those who come from the north.

Where is the flock that waos given to you,

Your beautiful sheep?

2'What will you say when He punishes you?

For you have taught them

To be chieftains, to be head over you.

Will not pongs seize you,

Like a woman in labor?

22And if you say in your heart,

"Why have these things come upon me?"

For the greatness of your iniquity

Your skirts have been uncovered,

Your heels made bare.

23Can the Ethiopion change his skin or the leopard its spots?
Then may you dso do good who are accustomed to do evil.
24'Therefore | will scatter them like stubble

That passes away by the wind of the wilderness.

25T his is your loft,

The portion of your measures from Me," says the LORD,
"Because you have forgotten Me

And trusted in falsehood.

28T herefore | will uncover your skirts over your foce,
That your shame may appear.
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27| have seen your adulteries

And your lustful neighings,

The lewdness of your harlofry,

Your abominations on the hills in the fields.
Woe to you, O Jerusaem!

Will you still not be made dean?"

Jeremiah 23
' "Woe to the shepherds who destroy ond scatter the sheep of My
posturel" says the LORD. ?Therefore thus says the LORD God of |srael
against the shepherds who feed My people: "You have scafttered My
flock, driven them away, and not attended to them. Behold, | will
attend to you for the evil of your doings," says the LORD. S'But | will
gather the remnant of My flock out of dll countries where | have driven
them, and bring them back to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and
increcse. 4l will set up shepherds over them who will feed them; ond
they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, nor shall they be lacking,"
says the LORD.

*'Behold, the days are coming.," says the LORD,

"That | will raise to David a Branch of righteousness;

A King shdll reign and prosper,

And execute judgment and righteousness in the earth.

°I'n His days Judah will be saved,

And | sroel will dwell safely;

Now this is His name by which He will be cdlled:

THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.
""Therefore, behold, the days are coming," says the LORD, "that they
shall no longer say, "As the LORD lives who brought up the children of
Israel from the land of Egypt,' ®but, "As the LORD lives who brought up
and led the descendants of the house of Israel from the north country
and from dll the countries where | had driven them.' And they shall
dwell in their own land."
® My heart within me is broken

Because of the prophets;

All my bones shake.

| am like a drunken man,

And like a man whom wine has overcome,

Because of the LORD,

And because of His holy words.

'OFor the lond is full of adulterers:

For because of a curse the land mourns.

The pleasant places of the wilderness are dried up.

Their course of life is evil,

And their might is not right.
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"""For both prophet and priest are profane:;
Yes, in My house | have found their wickedness," says the LORD.
'2'Therefore their way shall be to them
Like slippery ways;
In the darkness they shall be driven on
And fdll in them:;
For | will bring disaster on them,
The year of their punishment," says the LORD.
%" And | have seen folly in the prophets of Samaria:
They prophesied by Badl
And caused My people Israel to err.
"“Also | have seen a horrible thing in the prophets of Jerusalem:
They commit odultery and walk in lies;
They dso strengthen the hands of evildoers,
So that no one turns back from his wickedness.
All of them are like Sodom to Me,
And her inhabitants like Gomorrah.
>"Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets:
"Behold, | will feed them with wormwood,
And make them drink the water of gdll;
For from the prophets of Jerusalem
Profaneness hos gone out info dll the land.™
°Thus says the LORD of hosts:
"Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you.
They make you worthless;
They spedk a vision of their own heart,
Not from the mouth of the LORD.
""They continudlly say to those who despise Me,
"The LORD haos said, "You shall have peace"' ;
And to everyone who walks according to the dictates of his own
heart, they say,
"No evil shall come upon you."'
"8For who haos stood in the counsel of the LORD,
And hos perceived and heard His word?
Who has marked His word oand heard it?
'"“Behold, a whirlwind of the LORD has gone forth in fury--
A violent whirlwind!
It will fdll violently on the head of the wicked.
*The anger of the LORD will not turn back
Until He has executed and performed the thoughts of His heart.
In the latter days you will understond it perfectly.
21"| have not sent these prophets, yet they ron.
| have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied.
22But if they had stood in My counsel,
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And had caused My people to hear My words,

Then they would have turned them from their evil way

And from the evil of their doings.

23" Am | a God near at hand," says the LORD,

"And not a God ofar off?

24Can onyone hide himself in secret places,

So | shall not see him?" says the LORD;

"Do | not fill heaven and earth?" says the LORD.
25" have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in My
name, saying, 'l have dreamed, | have dreamed!' 2°How long will this
e in the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies? Indeed they are
orophets of the deceit of their own heart, 2’who try to moke My people
forget My name by their dreams which everyone tells his neighbor, cs
their fathers forgot My name for Badl.

?8'The prophet who has a dream, let him tell a dreom;

And he who has My word, let him speak My word faithfully.

What is the chaff to the wheat?" says the LORD.

29'|s not My word like a fire?" says the LORD,

"And like a hammer that breoks the rock in pieces?
30'Therefore behold, | am against the prophets," says the LORD, "who
steal My words every one from his neighbor. *'Behold, | am against
the prophets," says the LORD, "who use their tongues and say, "He
says.' 32Behold, | am against those who prophesy false dreams," says
the LORD, "and tell them, and cause My people to err by their lies and
by their recklessness. Yet | did not send them or command them:;
therefore they shall not profit this people aof dll," says the LORD.
33"3 0 when these people or the prophet or the priest ask you, saying,
"What is the orade of the LORD?' you shall then say to them, "What
orade? | will even forsake you," says the LORD3**" And cs for the
prophet and the priest and the people who say, "The orade of the
LORD!" | will even punish that man and his house®*Thus every one of
you shall say to his neighbor, and every one to his brother, "What has
the LORD answered? aond, "What hos the LORD spoken?°And the
orade of the LORD you shall mention no more. For every mon' s word
will be his orade, for you have perverted the words of the living God,
the LORD of hosts, our God. >’Thus you shall say to the prophet, "What
hos the LORD answered you?' and, "What has the LORD spoken?*®But
since you say, "The orade of the LORD!" therefore thus says the LORD:
"Because you say this word, "The orade of the LORD!" and | have sent
to you, saying, "Do not say, "The orade of the LORD!"' **therefore
behold, |, even |, will utterly forget you ond forsoke you, and the dty
that | gave you and your fathers, and will cost you out of My presence.
40And | will bring an everlosting reproach upon you, and a perpetud
shame, which shall not be forgotten.™'
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Jeremiah 29

" Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiaoh the prophet sent
from Jerusalem to the remainder of the elders who were carried away
oaptive--to the priests, the prophets, and dll the people whom
Nebuchadnezzar had carried away coptive from Jerusalem to Babylon.
2(This happened ofter Jeconich the king, the queen mother, the
eunuchs, the princes of Judah and Jerusadem, the aaffsmen, and the
smiths had departed from Jerusalem.) *The letter was sent by the
haond of Elasah the son of Shaphan, and Gemarioh the son of Hilkioh,
whom Z edekiah king of Judoh sent to Babylon, to Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon, saying,

“Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to dl who were
carried away coptive, whom | have caused to be carried away from
Jerusalem to Babylon:

°Build houses and dwell in them; plant gardens and eat their fruit.,

T oke wives aond beget sons ond daughters; and toke wives for your
sons and give your daughters to husbands, so that they may bear sons
and daughters--that you may be increased there, and not diminished.
’And seek the peace of the dty where | have caused you to be carried
away coptive, and pray to the LORD for it; for in its peace you will
have peace. 8For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Do
not let your prophets and your diviners who are in your midst deceive
you, nor listen to your dreams which you cause to be dreamed. “For
they prophesy falsely to you in My name; | have not sent them, says
the LORD.

1% or thus says the LORD: After seventy years are completed at
Babylon, | will visit you and perform My good word toward you, and
cause you to return to this place. ''For | know the thoughts that | think
toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give
you a future ond a hope. '?Then you will call upon Me and go and pray
to Me, and | will listen to you. "*And you will seek Me and find Me,
when you search for Me with all your heart. ' will be found by you,
says the LORD, and | will bring you back from your coptivity; | will
gather you from all the nations and from dll the places where | have
driven you, says the LORD, and | will bring you to the place from
which | cause you to be carried away coptive.

""Because you have said, "The LORD hos raised up prophets for us in
Babylon"-- "®therefore thus says the LORD concerning the king who
sits on the throne of David, concerning dll the people who dwell in this
dty, and concerning your brethren who have not gone out with you
into coptivity-- '"thus says the LORD of hosts: Behold, | will send on
them the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, oand will make them
like rotten figs that cannot be eaten, they are so bad. '®And | will
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pursue them with the sword, with famine, and with pestilence; and |
will deliver them to trouble among dll the kingdoms of the earth--to be
aaurse, an astonishment, a hissing, and a reproach among dll the
nations where | have driven them, "because they have not heeded My
words, says the LORD, which | sent to them by My servants the
prophets, rising up early and sending them; neither would you heed,
says the LORD. ?°Therefore hear the word of the LORD, dll you of the
coptivity, whom | have sent from Jerusalem to Babylon.

2'Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning Ahab the
son of Kolaiah, and Zedekiah the son of Maaseioh, who prophesy alie
to you in My name: Behold, | will deliver them into the hand of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he shall slay them before your
eyes. ?And because of them a curse shadll be taken up by dll the
caoptivity of Judah who are in Babylon, saying, "The LORD make you
like Zedekiah and Ahab, whom the king of Babylon roasted in the fire";
23hecause they have done disgraceful things in Isroel, have committed
adultery with their neighbors' wives, and have spoken lying words in
My name, which | have not commanded them. Indeed | know, and om
a witness, says the LORD.

24you shall dso speck to Shemaich the Nehelamite, saying, 2°Thus
speaks the LORD of hosts, the God of Isroel, saying: You have sent
letters in your name to dll the people who are af Jerusadlem, to
Zephanioh the son of Maaseiah the priest, and to dll the priests,
saying, 26'The LORD has made you priest instead of Jehoiada the
priest, so that there should be officers in the house of the LORD over
every man who is demented and considers himself a prophet, that you
should put him in prison ond in the stocks. ?’Now therefore, why have
you not rebuked Jeremioh of Anathoth who makes himself a prophet to
you? 2®For he has sent to us in Babylon, saying, "This captivity is long;
build houses and dwell in them, and plant gardens and eat their fruit."
2?Now Z ephanich the priest read this letter in the hearing of Jeremianh
the prophet. *°Then the word of the LORD come to Jeremioh, saying:
¥1Send to dll those in captivity, saying, Thus says the LORD concerning
Shemaioh the Nehelamite: Because Shemaiah haos prophesied to you,
and | have not sent him, and he has caused you to trust in alie--
*2therefore thus says the LORD: Behold, | will punish Shemaich the
Nehelamite and his family: he shall not have anyone to dwell aomong
this people, nor shall he see the good that | will do for My people, says
the LORD, because he has taught rebellion against the LORD.

Ezekiel 6

' Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying: 2"Son of man, set
your face toward the mountains of Israel, oand prophesy ogainst them,
Sand say, "O mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord GOD! Thus
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says the Lord GOD to the mountains, to the hills, to the ravines, and
to the valleys: "Indeed |, even |, will bring a sword ogainst you, and |
will destroy your high places. “Then your dltars shall be desolate, your
incense dlfars shall be broken, and | will cast down your slain men
before your idols. °And | will lay the corpses of the children of Israel
before their idols, and | will scatter your bones all around your dlfaors.
®I'n dl your dwelling places the dties shall be laid waste, and the high
places shall be desolate, so that your altars may be laid waste and
made desolate, your idols may be broken and maode to cease, your
incense dfars may be cut down, and your works may e abolished.
'The slain shadll fdll in your midst, and you shall know that | am the
LORD.

8'Yet | will leave aremnant, so that you may have some who escope
the sword among the nations, when you are scattered through the
countries. °Then those of you who escape will remember Me among
the nations where they are carried coptive, because | wos crushed by
their adulterous heart which has departed from Me, and by their eyes
which play the harlot after their idols; they will loathe themselves for
the evils which they committed in dll their adbominations. '°And they
shall know that | am the LORD; | have not said in vain that | would
bring this calamity upon them."

"""Thus says the Lord GOD: "Pound your fists and stamp your feet,
and say, "Alas, for dll the evil abominations of the house of Israel! For
they shall fall by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence. '?He who is
far off shall die by the pestilence, he who is near shall fdl by the
sword, and he who remains and is besieged shall die by the famine.
Thus will | spend My fury upon them. '®Then you shall know that | am
the LORD, when their slain are among their idols all around their
dtars, on every high hill, on dl the mountaintops, under every green
free, ond under every thick oak, wherever they offered sweet incense
to all their idols. '“So | will stretch out My hond against them and
maoke the lond desolate, yes, more desolate than the wilderness
toward Diblah, in dll their dwelling ploces. Then they shall know that |
am the LORD."""

Ezekiel 16

' Again the word of the LORD come to me, saying, 2"Son of man, cause
Jerusalem to know her abominations, *and say, "Thus says the Lord
GOD to Jerusalem: "Your birth and your nativity are from the land of
Canaon; your father wos an Amorite and your mother a Hittite. *As for
your nativity, on the day you were born your navel cord wos not cut,
nor were you washed in water to deanse you; you were not rubbed
with salt nor wrapped in swaddling doths. °No eye pitied you, to do
any of these things for you, to have compaossion on you; but you were
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thrown out into the open field, when you yourself were loathed on the
day you were born.

®"And when | passed by you ond saw you struggling in your own blood,
| said fo you in your blood, "Livel' Yes, | said to you in your blood,
"Livel' /I made you thrive like a plant in the field; aond you grew,
matured, and became very beautiful. Your breasts were formed, your
hair grew, but you were noked ond bare.

8" \When | passed by you again and looked upon you, indeed your time
was the time of love; so | spread My wing over you and covered your
nokedness. Yes, | swore an oath 1o you and entered into a covenant
with you, and you become Mine," says the Lord GOD.

“Then | woshed you in water; yes, | thoroughly washed off your
blood, ond | ancinted you with ail. '°I dothed you in embroidered doth
and gave you sandals of badger skin; | dothed you with fine linen ond
covered you with silk. ''l adorned you with ornaments, put bracelets
on your wrists, and a chain on your neck. '2And | put ajewel in your
nose, earrings in your ears, and a beautiful cown on your head.
®Thus you were adorned with gold and silver, ond your dothing waos of
fine linen, silk, ond embroidered doth. You ate pastry of fine flour,
honey, and oil. You were exceedingly beautiful, and succeeded to
royalty. "“Your fame went out among the nations because of your
beauty, for it wos perfect through My splendor which | hod bestowed
on you," says the Lord GOD.

5 "But you trusted in your own beauty, played the harlot because of
your fame, and poured out your harlofry on everyone possing by who
would have it. '®You took some of your garments and adorned
multicolored high places for yourself, and played the harlot on them.
Such things should not happen, nor be. '"You have dso taken your
beautiful jewelry from My gold and My silver, which | had given you,
and made for yourself male images and played the harlot with them.
'8You took your embroidered garments and covered them, and you set
My oil and My incense before them. 'YAlso My food which | gave you--
the pastry of fine flour, oil, and honey which | fed you--you seft it
before them s sweet incense; and so it wos," says the Lord GOD.

20" Moreover you took your sons and your daughters, whom you bore
to Me, and these you sacrificed to them to be devoured. Were your
acts of harlotry asmall matter, 2'that you have slain My children ond
offered them up to them by causing them to pass through the fire?
22And in dll your abominations and acts of harlotry you did not
remember the days of your youth, when you were noked and bare,
struggling in your blood.

23'Then it wos so, after all your wickedness--"Woe, woe to you!' says
the Lord GOD-- ?*that you dlso built for yourself ashrine, and made a
high place for yourself in every street. 2°You built your high ploces at
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the head of every rood, and made your beauty to be abhorred. You
offered yourself to everyone who passed by, and multiplied your acts
of harlotry. 2°You dso committed harlotry with the Egyptions, your
very fleshly neighbors, and inaeased your acfs of harlotry to provoke
Me to anger.

27"Behold, therefore, | stretched out My hand against you, diminished
your dlotment, oand gave you up to the will of those who hate you, the
daughters of the Philistines, who were ashamed of your lewd behavior,
28you dlso played the harlot with the Assyrians, because you were
insatiable; indeed you played the harlot with them and still were not
satisfied. 2’Moreover you multiplied your acts of harlotry as far os the
loand of the trader, Chaldea; and even then you were not satisfied.

30 How degenerate is your heart!" says the Lord GOD, "seeing you do
dl these things, the deeds of abrazen harlof.

31 "You erected your shrine at the head of every road, and built your
high place in every street. Yet you were not like a harlot, because you
scorned payment. *2You are an adulterous wife, who tokes strangers
instead of her husband. **Men make payment to dll harlots, but you
made your payments to all your lovers, ond hired them to come to you
from all around for your harlotry. 4You are the opposite of other
women in your harlotry, because no one solicited you to be a harlot. In
that you gave payment but no payment was given you, therefore you
are the opposite.”

%5 "Now then, O harlot, hear the word of the LORD! **Thus says the
Lord GOD: "Because your filthiness was poured out and your
nokedness uncovered in your harlotry with your lovers, and with all
your abominable idols, and because of the blood of your children which
you gave to them, ¥’surely, therefore, | will gather all your lovers with
whom you took pleasure, dll those you loved, and all those you hated;
| will gather them from all around against you and will uncover your
nokedness to them, that they may see dll your nokedness. *8And | will
judge you as women who break wedlock or shed blood are judged; |
will bring blood upon you in fury and jealousy. *°1 will dso give you
into their hand, and they shall throw down your shrines and breaok
down your high places. They shdll dso strip you of your dothes, toke
your beautiful jewelry, and leave you noked and bare.

40'They shall also bring up an assembly against you, and they shall
stone you with stones ond thrust you through with their swords. #'They
shall burn your houses with fire, and execute judgments on you in the
sight of maony women; and | will make you cease playing the harloft,
and you shall no longer hire lovers. 423501 will lay to rest My fury
toward you, oand My jeadlousy shdll depart from you. | will be quiet, and
be angry no more. “*Because you did not remember the days of your
youth, but agitated Me with adll these things, surely | will dlso
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recompense your deeds on your own head," says the Lord GOD. "And
you shall not commit lewdness in addition to dll your adbominations.

44 " ndeed everyone who quotes proverbs will use this proverb against
you: "Like mother, like daughter!" “*You are your mother' s daughter,
loathing husbond and children; and you are the sister of your sisters,
who loathed their husbands aond children; your mother was a Hittite
and your father an Amorite.

4®"your elder sister is Samaria, who dwells with her daughters to the
north of you; and your younger sister, who dwells to the south of you,
is Sodom and her daughters. 4’You did not walk in their ways nor act
according to their adbominations; but, os if that were too little, you
tbecame more corrupt than they in all your ways.

48" As | live," says the Lord GOD, "neither your sister Sodom nor her
daoughters have done as you and your daughters have done. 4°Look,
this was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: She and her daughter had
pride, fullness of food, and abundance of idleness; neither did she
strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. *0And they were haughty
and committed abomination before Me; therefore | took them away os
| saw fit.

°*I"Samaria did not commit half of your sins; but you have multiplied
your abominations more than they, and have justified your sisters by
dl the dbominations which you have done. ®?You who judged your
sisters, bear your own shame also, because the sins which you
committed were more adoominable than theirs; they are more
righteous than you. Yes, be disgraced adlso, and bear your own shame,
bbecause you justified your sisters.

®"When | bring back their coptives, the coptives of Sodom and her
daughters, ond the captives of Samaria and her daughters, then | will
dso bring back the captives of your captivity among them, **that you
may bear your own shame aond be disgraced by dll that you did when
you comforted them. **When your sisters, Sodom and her daughters,
return to their former state, and Samaria ond her daughters return to
their former state, then you aond your daughters will return to your
former state. °°For your sister Sodom was not a byword in your mouth
in the days of your pride, >’ before your wickedness waos uncovered. |t
was like the time of the reproach of the daughters of Syria aond dll
those around her, and of the daughters of the Philistines, who despise
you everywhere. *®You have paid for your lewdness ond your
abominations," says the LORD. *’For thus says the Lord GOD: "l will
ded with you as you have done, who despised the oath by breaking
the covenant.

0 "Nevertheless | will remember My covenant with you in the days of
your youth, and | will establish an everlosting covenaont with you.
®IThen you will remember your ways ond be ashamed, when you
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receive your older and your younger sisters; for | will give them to you
for daughters, but not because of My covenant with you. ®?And | will
establish My covenant with you. Then you shall know that | am the
LORD, ®3that you may remember and be ashaomed, and never open
your mouth anymore because of your shame, when | provide you an
atonement for all you have done," says the Lord GOD."'

Ezekiel 23
' The word of the LORD come again to me, saying:
2*Son of man, there were two women,
The daughters of one mother.
3They committed harlotry in Egypt,
They committed harlotry in their youth;
Their breasts were there emibraced,
Their virgin bosom was there pressed.
“Their names: Oholoh the elder and Oholibah her sister;
They were Mine,
And they bore sons and daughfters.
As for their names,
Samariais Oholah, and Jerusalem is Oholibah.
° "Oholoh played the harlot even though she was Mine;
And she lusted for her lovers, the neighboring Assyrians,
*Who were dothed in purple,
Caoptains and rulers,
All of them desirable young men,
Horsemen riding on horses.
'Thus she committed her harlotry with them,
All of them choice men of Assyric;
And with dll for whom she lusted,
With dll their idols, she defiled herself.
8She has never given up her harlotry brought from Egypt,
For in her youth they had Iain with her,
Pressed her virgin bosom,
And poured out their immorality upon her.
*"Therefore | have delivered her
Into the hand of her lovers,
Into the hand of the Assyrians,
For whom she lusted.
'9They uncovered her nokedness,
Took away her sons and daughters,
And slew her with the sword;
She became a byword ammong women,
For they had executed judgment on her.
" "Now dlthough her sister Oholibah saw this, she become more
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corrupt in her lust than she, and in her harlofry more corrupt thon her
sister' s harlotry.
'2'She lusted for the neighboring Assyrians,
Coptains ond rulers,
Clothed most gorgeously,
Horsemen riding on horses,
All of them desirable young men.
"Then | saw that she was defiled;
Both took the same way.
"“But she increased her harlotry:
She looked at men portrayed on the wall,
Imoges of Chaldeans portrayed in vermilion,
"5Girded with belts around their waists,
Flowing furbans on their heads,
All of them looking like coptains,
In the manner of the Babylonians of Chadldeq,
The lond of their nativity.
1°As soon cs her eyes saw them,
She lusted for them
And sent messengers to them in Chaldea.
7"Then the Babylonions come to her, into the bed of love,
And they defiled her with their immoradlity;
So she was defiled by them, and dlienated herself from them.
8She revealed her harlotry and uncovered her nakedness.
Then | dienated Myself from her,
As | had dlienated Myself from her sister.
9"Yet she multiplied her harlotry
In calling to remembraonce the days of her youth,
When she had played the harlot in the land of Egypt.
20For she lusted for her paramours,
Whose flesh is like the flesh of donkeys,
And whose issue is like the issue of horses.
21Thus you called to remembraonce the lewdness of your youth,
When the Egyptians pressed your bosom
Because of your youthful breoasts.
22 "Therefore, Oholibah, thus says the Lord GOD:
"Behold, | will stir up your lovers against you,
From whom you have dienated yourself,
And | will bring them ogainst you from every side:
23T he Babylonians,
All the Chaldeans,
Pekod, Shoa, Koa,
All tThe Assyrians with them,
All of them desirable young men,
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Governors and rulers,

Caoptains and men of renown,

All of them riding on horses.

24And they shall come against you

With chariofs, wagons, and war-horses,

With a horde of people.

They shall array against you

Buckler, shield, and helmet all around.

"I will delegate judgment to them,

And they shadll judge you according to their judgments.

2% will set My jedlousy against you,

And they shall dedl furiously with you;

They shall remove your nose and your ears,

And your remnant shall fall by the sword;

They shall take your sons and your daughters,

And your remnant shall be devoured by fire.

2They shall dlso strip you of your dothes

And take away your beautiful jewelry.

27"Thus | will make you cease your lewdness and your harlotry

Brought from the lond of Egypt.

So that you will not lift your eyes to them,

Nor remember Egypt anymore.'
28'For thus says the Lord GOD: "Surely | will deliver you into the hand
of those you hate, into the hand of those from whom you dlienated
yourself. 2°They will dedl hatefully with you, take away dll you have
worked for, and leave you noked aond bare. The nakedness of your
harlotry shall be uncovered, both your lewdness and your harlotry.
will do these things to you because you have gone as a harlot aftfer the
Gentiles, because you have become defiled by their idols. *'You have
walked in the way of your sister; therefore | will put her cup in your
hond.'
%2'Thus says the Lord GOD:

"You shall drink of your sister' s cup,

The deep and wide one;

You shall be laughed to scorn

And held in derision;

|t contains much.

33You will be filled with drunkenness ond sorrow,

The cup of horror and desolation,

The cup of your sister Samaria.

*You shdll drink ond drain it,

You shall bredk its shards,

And tear at your own breaosts;

For | have spoken,'

30|
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Says the Lord GOD.
8" Therefore thus says the Lord GOD:

"Because you have forgotten Me and cast Me behind your badk,

Therefore you shall bear the penalty

Of your lewdness and your harlotry."'
% The LORD dso said to me: "Son of man, will you judge Oholoh ond
Oholibch? Then dedare to them their abominations. *’For they have
committed adultery, and blood is on their hands. They have committed
adultery with their idols, and even sacrificed their sons whom they
bore to Me, passing them through the fire, to devour them. *8\Moreover
they have done this to Me: They have defiled My sancfuary on the
same day ond profaned My Sabbaths. *°For ofter they had slain their
children for their idols, on the same day they came into My sanctuary
to profane it; and indeed thus they have done in the midst of My
house.
40"Eyurthermore you sent for men to come from ofar, to whom a
messenger was sent; and there they caome. And you washed yourself
for them, painted your eyes, and adorned yourself with ornaments.
4lYou sat on astately couch, with atable prepared before it, on which
you had set My incense and My ail. “?The sound of a carefree multitude
was with her, and S dbeans were brought from the wilderness with
men of the common sort, who put bracelets on their wrists and
beautiful crowns on their heads. “*Then | said concerning her who had
grown old in adulteries, "Will they commit harlotry with her now, and
she with them?' “4Yet they went in to her, as men go in to a woman
who plays the harlot; thus they went in o Oholah and Oholibah, the
lewd women. “°But righteous men will judge them after the manner of
adulteresses, and affter the manner of women who shed blood,
because they are adulteresses, and blood is on their hanads.
4"Eor thus says the Lord GOD: "Bring up an assembly against them,
give them up to tfrouble and plunder. 4’The assembly shall stone them
with stones aond execute them with their swords; they shall slay their
sons and their daughters, and burn their houses with fire. “®Thus | will
cause lewdness to cease from the lond, that all women may be taught
not to practice your lewdness. “°They shall repay you for your
lewdness, and you shdll pay for your idolatrous sins. Then you shall
know that | om the Lord GOD."'

Hosea 2

"' Say to your brethren, "My people,'
And to your sisters, "Mercy is shown.'

2 "Bring charges against your mother, bring charges:
For she is not My wife, nor am | her Husband!
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Let her put away her harlotries from her sight,
ANnd her adulteries from between her breosts;
SLest | strip her noked

And expose her, as in the day she was born,
And make her like a wilderness,

And set her like adry land,

And slay her with thirst,

4" will not have mercy on her children,

For they are the children of harlofry.

®For their mother has played the harlot;

She who conceived them has behaved shamefully.
For she said, "I will go aofter my lovers,

Who give me my bread and my water,

My wool and my linen,

My oil oand my drink.'

®"Therefore, behold,

| will hedge up your way with thorns,

And wall her in,

So that she cannot find her paths.

’She will chase her lovers,

But not overtake them;

Yes, she will seek them, but not find them.
Then she will say,

"I will go and return to my first husband,

For then it was better for me thaon now.'

®For she did not know

That | gave her grain, new wine, and ail,

And multiplied her silver and gold--

Which they prepared for Baal.

*"Therefore | will return and toke away

My grain in its time

And My new wine in its season,

And will take back My wool and My linen,
Given to cover her nokedness.

"Now | will uncover her lewdness in the sight of her lovers,
And no one shdll deliver her from My hand.

"I will also cause dll her mirth to cecse,

Her feast days,

Her New Moons,

Her Sabbaths--

All her gppointed feosts.

2" And | will destroy her vines ond her fig trees,
Of which she hos said,

"These are my waoges that my lovers have given me.’
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So |l will maoke them aforest,
And the beasts of the field shall eat them.
"I will punish her
For the days of the Baals to which she burned incense.
She decked herself with her earrings ond jewelry,
And went ofter her lovers;
But Me she forgoft," says the LORD.
4 "Therefore, behold, | will dllure her,
Will bring her into the wilderness,
And speok comfort to her.
I will give her her vineyards from there,
And the Vdlley of Achor as a door of hope;
She shdll sing there,
As in the days of her youth,
As in the day when she came up from the lond of Egypt.
%" And it shall be, in that day,"
Says the LORD,
"That you will call Me "My Husband,'
And no longer call Me "My Maoster '
"For | will toke from her mouth the names of the Badals,
And they shall be remembered by their nome no more.
'"®In that day | will moke a covenant for them
With the beasts of the field,
With the birds of the air,
And with the creeping things of the ground.
Bow and sword of battle | will shatter from the earth,
To make them lie down safely.
"1 will betroth you to Me forever;
Yes, | will betroth you to Me
In righteousness aond justice,
In lovingkindness and mercy;
20 will betroth you to Me in faithfulness,
And you shall know the LORD.
21"+ shall come to poss in that day
That | will answer," says the LORD:;
"I will answer the heavens,
And they shall answer the earth.
2T he earth shall answer
With grain,
With new wine,
And with ail;
They shal answer Jezreel.
23Then | will sow her for Myself in the earth,
And | will have mercy on her who had not obtained mercy;
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Then | will say to those who were not My people,
"You are My peoplel’
And they shadll say, "You are my God!"'

Hosea 3

' Then the LORD said to me, "Go again, love a womon who is loved by
alover andis committing odultery, just like the love of the LORD for
the children of Isroel, who look to ofther gods and love the raisin cokes
of the pagans.”

2So | bought her for myself for fifteen shekels of silver, ond one and
one-half homers of barley. *And | said to her, "You shdll stay with me
many days; you shall not play the harlot, nor shall you have a man--
so, too, will | be foward you."

“For the children of Israel shall abide many days without king or
prince, without sacrifice or sacred pillar, without ephod or teraphim.
°Afterward the children of Israel shall return ond seek the LORD their
God and David their king. They shall fear the LORD and His goodness
in the latter days.

Hosea 4

' Hear the word of the LORD,
You children of Israel,
For the LORD brings a charge against the inhabitants of the lana:
"Thereis no truth or mercy
Or knowledge of God in the land.
’By swearing ond lying,
Killing and stealing and committing adultery,
They bredk all restraint,
With bloodshed upon bloodshed.
*Therefore the land will mourn;
And everyone who dwells there will woste away
With the beasts of the field
And the birds of the air;
Even the fish of the sea will be taken away.
4"Now let no man contend, or rebuke another;
For your people are like those who contend with the priest.
*Therefore you shall stumble in the day;
The prophet dlso shall stumble with you in the night;
And | will destroy your mother.
®My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.
Because you have rejected knowledge,
| also will reject you from being priest for Me;
Because you have forgotten the law of your God,
| also will forget your children.
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""The more they increcsed,

The more they sinned against Me;

| will change their glory into shame.

8T hey eat up the sin of My people;

They setf their heart on their iniquity.

°And it shall be: like people, like priest.

So | will punish them for their ways,

And reward them for their deeds.

'%For they shall eat, but not have enough;
They shadl commit harlotry, but not increcse;
Because they have ceased obeying the LORD.

""" "Harlotry, wine, ond new wine enslave the heart.
"2My people ask counsel from their wooden idols,
And their staff informs them.

For the spirit of harlotry has caused them to stray,
And they have played the harlot against their God.
They offer sacrifices on the mountaintops,

And burn incense on the hills,

Under odks, poplars, and terebinths,

Because their shade is good.

Therefore your daughters commit harlotry,

And your brides commit adultery.

"1 will not punish your daughters when they commit harlotry,
Nor your brides when they commit odultery;

For the men themselves go apart with harlots,

And offer sacrifices with aritud harlof.

Therefore people who do not understand will be trampled.
">"Though you, Israel, play the harlot,

Let not Judah offend.

Do not come up to Gilgdl,

Nor go up to Beth Aven,

Nor swear an oath, saying, "As the LORD lives'--
1o"For Isroel is stubborn

Like a stubborn calf;

Now the LORD will let them forage

Like alamb in open country.

""Ephraim is joined to idals,

Let him alone.

"®Their drink is rebellion,

They commit harlotry continudlly.

Her rulers dearly love dishonor.

“The wind has wrapped her up in its wings.

And they shall be ashamed because of their sacrifices.
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Hosea 7
" "When | would have hedled Isroel,
Then the iniquity of Ephraim waos uncovered,
And the wickedness of Samaria.
For they have committed froud;
A thief comes in;
A band of robbers takes spoil outside.
’They do not consider in their hearts
That | remember dl their wickedness;
Now their own deeds have surrounded them;
They are before My face.
*They moke aking glad with their wickedness,
And princes with their lies.
4"They are dll adulterers.
Like an oven heated by a baker--
He ceases stirring the fire affer kneading the dough,
Unfil it is leavened.
°In the day of our king
Princes have made him sick, inflamed with wine;
He stretched out his hand with scoffers.
*They prepcre their heart like an oven,
While they lie in wait;
Their baker sleeps all night;
In the morning it burns like a flaming fire.
They are dll hot, like an oven,
And have devoured their judges;
All their kings have fallen.
None among them calls upon Me.
8" Ephraim has mixed himself among the peoples;
Ephraim is a cake unturned.
°Aliens have devoured his strength,
But he does not know it;
Yes, gray hairs are here and there on him,
Yet he does not know it.
'9And the pride of Israel testifies to his face,
But they do not return to the LORD their God,
Nor seek Him for dll this.
" "Ephraim also is like asilly dove, without sense--
They cadll to Egypt,
They go to Assyria.
"2Wherever they go. | will spread My net on them;
| will bring them down like birds of the air;
| will chostise them
According to what their congregation has heard.
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13"Woe to them, for they have fled from Me!
Destruction to them,

Because they have transgressed against Mel!
Though | redeemed them,

Yet they have spoken lies against Me.

"“They did not cry out to Me with their heort
When they wailed upon their beds.

"They assemble together for grain and new wine,
They rebel against Me;

"®Though | disciplined aond strengthened their arms,
Yet they devise evil against Me;

'®They return, but not to the Most High;

They are like a treacherous bow.

Their princes shall fdl by the sword

For the cursings of their tongue.

This shall be their derision in the land of Egypt.

Malachi 3
' "Behold, | send My messenger,
And he will prepare the way before Me.
And the Lord, whom you seek,
Will suddenly come to His temple,
Even the Messenger of the covenant,
In whom you delight.
Behold, He is coming,"
Says the LORD of hosts.
2"But who con endure the day of His coming?
And who can stand when He appears?
For He is like arefiner' s fire
And like launderers' soap.
*He will sit os arefiner and a purifier of silver;
He will purify the sons of Levi,
And purge them os gold aond silver,
That they may offer to the LORD
An offering in righteousness.
4'Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem
Will be pleasant to the LORD,
As in the days of old,
As in former years.
®And | will come near you for judgment;
| will be aswift withess
Against sorcerers,
Against adulterers,
AgQainst perjurers,
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Against those who exploit wage earners ond widows and
orphans,
And ogainst those who turn away on dlien--
Because they do not fear Me,"
Says the LORD of hosts.
®For | am the LORD, | do not change:;
Therefore you are not consumed, O sons of Jacob.
’Yet from the days of your fathers
You have gone away from My ordinances
And have not kept them.
Return to Me, and | will return to you,"
Says the LORD of hosts.
"But you said,
"In what way shall we return?'
® "Will @ man rob God?
Yet you have robbed Mel!
But you say,
"In what way have we robbed You?'
In tithes and offerings.
°You are cursed with a curse,
For you have robbed Me,
Even this whole nation.
'°Bring dll the tithes into the storehouse,
That there may be food in My house,
And try Me now in this,"
Says the LORD of hosts,
"If | will not open for you the windows of heaven
And pour out for you such blessing
That there will not be room enough to receive it.
""" And | will rebuke the devourer for your sakes,
So that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground,
Nor shall the vine fadil to bear fruit for you in the field,"
Says the LORD of hosfts;
2And dll nations will call you blessed,
For you will be a delightful lond,"
Says the LORD of hosts.
13 "Your words have been harsh against Me,"
Says the LORD,
"Yet you say,
"What have we spoken against You?'
"“You have said,
"It is useless to serve God;
What profit is it that we have kept His ordinance,
And that we have waked as mourners
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Before the LORD of hosts?
155 0 now we call the proud blessed,
For those who do wickedness are raised up;
They even tempt God and go free."’
' Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another,
And the LORD listened ond heard them;
So abook of rememibrance was written before Him
For those who fear the LORD
And who meditate on His name.
"""They shdll be Mine," says the LORD of hosts,
"On the day that | make them My jewels.
And | will spare them
As aman spares his own son who serves him."
"Then you shdll again discern
Between the righteous and the wicked,
Between one who serves God
And one who does not serve Him.



