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The Mills of Surrey 

Descendants of John & Maria MILLS 

© 2007, by Edna Richardson Barney 

 

John and Maria MILLS of Guildford 

 

 1. John MILLS was born in 1796. He died in of Compton, Near Guildford, Surrey County, England.  

 

John married Maria. Maria was born in 1796. She died in of Compton, Near Guildford, Surrey County, England.  

 

They had the following children: 

 

 2 M i. George MILLS was born in 1820 in Surrey County, England. He was christened on 9Apil1820 in Compton, near 

Guildford, Surrey County, England.  

 

 3 F ii. Sarah MILLS  was born in 1821 in Surrey County, England. She was christened on 23 December 1821 in Compton, 

near Guildford, Surrey County, England.  

 

+ 4 M iii. John MILLS was born in 1825. He died in 1915/1924.  

 

 5 M iv. Mark MILLS was born in 1831 in Surrey County, England.  

 

 6 F v. Charlotte MILLS  was born in 1831 in Surrey County, England.  

 

+ 7 M vi. Luke MILLS  was born in 1833.  

 

 8 F vii. Quark MILLS  was born in 1836 in Surrey County, England.  

 

 9 F viii. Alder MILLS  was born in 1836 in Surrey County, England.  

 

 10 M ix. Matthew MILLS  was born in 1838 in Surrey County, England. He was christened on 16 September 1838 in Compton, 

near Guildford, Surrey County, England.  

 

Second Generation 

 

 4. John MILLS  (John) was born in 1825 in Compton, Surrey County, England. He was christened on 2January1825 in Compton, near Guildford, 

Surrey County, England. He died in 1915/1924, in England.  

 

Florence (Richardson) Heming wrote that her grandfather MILLS was a farmhand or hired hand.  On the marriage 

certificate of Emily MILLS her father's occupation was listed as "horse-keeper".  On the 1881 census, his occupation was 

listed as "carman".  Florence HEMING wrote that her mother had told her that the ten children of John and Polly 

MILLS were born two years apart from each other.  She wrote that they were, in order, Emily the oldest, Harry, Rose, 

Herbert, Bertha, John, Agnes and Walter the youngest. The other two Alfred and Allen she did not place in birth order.  

Aunt Flo said that when the RICHARDSONs returned to England from Australia in 1897: "My Grandma MILLS lived with 

us at Trilbury Rd & Grandpa. Grandma was an invalid; she died at the age of 71 years & grandpa was well into the 90. He had a bad 

fall down stairs. Struck his head. I think he was with his son, had been visiting so that fall took Granddad off ." 

 

In 1881 John and Mary A. MILLS were living at 45 Delmain Road, Lewisham, Kent County, England. Their married son 

John was living with them. Also with them was Catherine Medham, age 23, listed as a visitor, born in Germany. 

Guildford Parish, where John was born, is in west Surrey. 
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On the 1901 British Census, John MILLS, age 76, was born at Shirley, Surrey County, and was living at Lewisham, 

London County, and his occupation was "bricklayer laborer". 

 

John married Mary Ann YOUNG  daughter of James YOUNG and Mary. Mary was born in 1827, in Selsdon, Surrey County, England. She 

died in December 1900 in Lewisham, London, England.  

 

Mary Ann Mills died at Lewisham, London, at the age of 73, December 1900 (volume 1d, page 684). Her granddaughter, 

Florence (Richardson) Heming, wrote about returning to England in 1897: "My Grandma Mills lived with us at Trilbury Rd 

& Grandpa. Grandma was an invalid; she died at the age of 71 years & grandpa was well into the 90." Mary Ann was not recorded 

on the 1901 census with her husband John MILLS and daughter. 

 

James and Mary YOUNG were recorded thusly: "MARY ANNE YOUNG Christening: 07 OCT 1827 Saint John The Baptist, 

Croydon, Surrey, England" and "EMILY YOUNG  Christening: 13 OCT 1832 Saint John The Baptist, Croydon, Surrey, 

England." 

 

John and Mary had the following children: 

 

+ 11 F i. Emily MILLS  was born on 4 June 1849. She died on 21 June 1933.  

 

+ 12 F ii. Rosann MILLS  was born in 1850.  

 

 13 M iii. Henry MILLS  "Harry" was born on 18 December 1851 in Sutton, Surrey, England. He was christened on 1 February 

1852, in Sutton by Croydon, Surrey, England.  

 

Harry Mills was the first of his family to leave England for New Zealand.  Afterwards, his two 

sisters, Rose and Bertha followed. 

 

NOTE: There was a Henry Mills married 1875, Dunedin, Otago, New Zealand to Jane Faqq 

Bateman. 

 

 

+ 14 M iv. Herbert MILLS  was born in 1857.  

 

 15 F v. Bertha MILLS  was born in 1857, in England.  

 

 16 F vi. Agnes Ellen MILLS  was born in 1858, in Lewisham, Kent County, England.  

 

 17 M vii. John MILLS  was born in 1861 in Brockley, Kent County, England.  

 

On the 1881 Census, John Mills’ occupation was bricklayer. According to his niece, Florence 

Richardson Heming, John Mills emigrated to Australia and after a few years in Melbourne was 

made Lord Mayor twice.  She related that he had three children. 

 

In response to a query, I received correspondence from the Royal Historical Society of Victoria, 

Public Library, Melbourne, dated 9 November 1959, which reads:  "according to the records at the  

Melbourne Town Hall, a John Mills was a councillor and was elected on the 27th May, 1886 and retired on the 

25th July 1892. For your information the title, Lord Mayor has been in use since 1901, and as stated in the 

previous paragraph John Mills was a Councillor.  There are nine John Mills listed in the Melbourne directory 

for 1886 ...” 

 

John married Emily MILLS, daughter of Luke MILLS and Susannah, in March1880 in Croydon, Surrey County, England. 

Emily was born in March 1862, in Croydon, Surrey County, England.  

 

There was an Emily MILLS, daughter of Luke and Susannah MILLS, born 30 January 1862, and 

christened 13 April 1862, at Saint John the Baptist, Croydon, Surrey, England, according to parish 

records. 
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+ 18 M viii. Alfred MILLS  was born in 1863. He died in 1932.  

 

+ 19 M ix. Allan MILLS  was born in 1865.  

 

 20 M x. Arthur E. MILLS  was born in 1867, in Brockley, Kent County, England.  

 

This child was not mentioned by Aunt Flo in her family history. 

 

 21 M xi. Walter MILLS  was born in 1869 in Brockley, Kent County, England.  

 

Walter Mills was the youngest son of John and Mary Ann Mills according to their granddaughter, 

Florence Richardson Heming. 

 

 7. Luke MILLS   (John) was born in 1833, in Surrey County, England. He was christened on 7Apil1833, in Compton, near Guildford, Surrey 

County, England.  

 

Luke married Susannah who born in 1837 in Croydon, Surrey County, England.  

 

They had the following children: 

 

 22 F i. Emily MILLS was born inMarch1862 in Croydon, Surrey County, England.  

 

There was an Emily MILLS, daughter of Luke and Susannah MILLS, born 30 January 1862, and 

christened 13 April 1862 at Saint John the Baptist, Croydon, Surrey, England, according to parish 

records. 

 

Emily married John MILLS, son of John MILLS and Mary Ann YOUNG inMarch1880, in Croydon, Surrey County, 

England. John was born in 1861 in Brockley, Kent County, England.  

 

On the 1881 Census, John Mills’ occupation was a bricklayer. According to his niece, Florence 

Richardson Heming, John Mills emigrated to Australia and after a few years in Melbourne was 

made Lord Mayor twice.  She related that he had three children. 

 

In response to a query, I received correspondence from the Royal Historical Society of Victoria, 

Public Library, Melbourne, dated 9 November 1959, which reads:  "according to the records at the 

Melbourne Town Hall, a John Mills was a councillor and was elected on the 27th May, 1886 and retired on the 

25th July 1892. For your information the title, Lord Mayor has been in use since 1901, and as stated in the 

previous paragraph John Mills was a Councillor.  There are nine John Mills listed in the Melbourne directory 

for 1886 ...” 

 

 23 F ii. Rose MILLS . 

 

 24 M iii. John MILLS . 

 

Third Generation 

 

 11. Emily MILLS  (John, John) was born on 4 June 1849 in Shirley, Surrey, England. She died on 21 June 1933 in Forest Hill, London, England. 

She was buried in Ladywell Cemetery, London SE, England.  

 

Emily married Edward RICHARDSON , son of Richard RICHARDSON and Hannah DENNIS on 6Apil1868 in Kent County, England. Edward 

was born on 5 July 1844, in Hounslow, Isleworth, Middlesex, England. He was christened on 4 August 1844, in Hounslow, Middlesex, England. 

He died on 5March1897 in Johannesburg, Transvaal, South Africa. He was buried in Grave # 6383, Corner of President and Small Streets, 

Johannesburg, South Africa.  
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Edward and Emily had the following children: 

 

 25 M i. Edward William Henry RICHARDSON  “Harry" was born on 19March1869, in Norwood, Surrey, England. He died on 9 

September 1933.  

 

Edward married Rosina Harriett NORMAN on 2 May 1899, in Forest Hill, Lewisham, London SE, England. The marriage 

ended in divorce. Rosina was born on 1 June 1878, in Morecombe Lake, Dorset County, England. She died on 31 

December 1942, in of Morecombe, Dorset County, England.  

 

 26 M ii. Frank Richard RICHARDSON  "Dick" was born on 23 April 1871, in Forest Hill, Kent County, England. He died in June 

1921, in Richmond Hill, Ontario, Canada.  

 

Frank married (1) Minnie MILLS, daughter of Herbert MILLS and Eliza in June 1899, in Lewisham, Kent, England. 

Minnie was born in 1880, in Brockley, Kent, England. She died in Manchester, England.  

 

Minnie was the cousin of her husband, Dick RICHARDSON.  She died of pneumonia soon after 

the birthing of her sixth child, who also died.  After his wife's death, Dick left his family of five 

children with his mother and emigrated to Toronto, Canada. 

 

Frank married (2) Ellen  about 1911, in Canada. Ellen died in 1923, probably in Canada.  

 

 27 F iii. Florence Emily RICHARDSON  "Flo, Florrie" was born on 3 January1873, in New Cross, Surrey County, England. She 

died in January1966, in Canada.  

 

Florence married Frank Arthur Edward HEMING on 27 January1904, in Forest Hill, London, England. Frank died on 30 

August 1918, in Arras, Pas de Calias, France. He was buried on 31 August 1918, in Valley Cemetery, Vis-en-Artois, 

Pas de Calais, France.  

 

 28 M iv. Arthur James RICHARDSON  "Art" was born on 24 November 1879, in Forest Hill, Kent County, England. He died on 

28 March1967, in Catonsville, Baltimore County, Maryland. He was buried on 31 March1967, in Meadowridge Memorial 

Park, Dorsey, Howard County, Maryland.  

 

Arthur married (1) Martha SMITH , daughter of James SMITH and Sarah Ann FENTON on 2 August 1900, in 

Greenwich, London, England. Martha was born on 16 October 1876, in Walkerton, Bruce County, Ontario, Canada. She 

died on 15 May 1942, in Arbutus, Baltimore County, Maryland. She was buried on 18 May 1942, in Meadowridge 

Memorial Park, Dorsey, Howard County, Maryland.  

 

Arthur married (2) Theresia Florrie CAVY after 1942. Theresia was born in June 1892 in Ellicott City, Howard County, 

Maryland. She died on 20 Apil 1960 in Arbutus, Howard County, Maryland.  

 

 29 F v. Agnes RICHARDSON was born on 16 December 1881, in Lewisham, Kent, England. She died on 26 August 1965 in 

England.  

 

Agnes married Harry BURCHELL  after 1900. Harry was born about 1885. He died after 1970 in of Forest Hill, 

England.  

 

 30 F vi. Gertrude Alice RICHARDSON was born in September 1886, in New Castle, New South Wales, Australia. She died in 

1886, in New Castle, New South Wales, Australia.  

 

 12. Rosann MILLS  "Rosina" (John, John) was born in 1850 in Shirley, Surrey, England. She died in of New Zealand.  

 

There was a birth registration for Rose Mills, March 1853, at Maidstone, Kent, England, volume 2a, page 405. Rosa and 

her sister Bertha emigrated to New Zealand sometime after their brother Harry. "My mother’s brother Harry was the first of 

her family to leave England for New Zealand, and the two sisters,Rose & Bertha next to New Zealand.  They went to an aunt that 
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was a clever dressmaker.  Well after awhile heir aunt became very ill and passed away. Well the doctor’s bill could not be paid, so he 

took her sewing machine for it. Aren’t some people mean," (correspondence from Florence Heming, 1957). 

 

Rosann married George PRESTNEY in New Zealand.  

 

George and Rosann had the following children: 

 

 31 M i. Arthur PRESTNEY . 

 

 14. Herbert MILLS  (John, John) was born in 1857, in Brockley, Kent, England.  

 

On the 1881 Census his family was living at 26 Foxwell Street, Deptford, Saint Paul, Kent. His occupation was listed as a 

builder's laborer. 

 

Herbert married Eliza who was born in 1860 in Deptford, Kent, England.  

 

They had the following children: 

 

 32 F i. Minnie MILLS was born in 1880, in Brockley, Kent, England. She died in Manchester, England.  

 

Minnie was the cousin of her husband, Dick RICHARDSON.  She died of pneumonia soon after 

the birthing of her sixth child, who also died.  After his wife's death, Dick left his family of five  

children with his mother and emigrated to Toronto, Canada. 

 

Minnie married Frank Richard RICHARDSON  "Dick" son of Edward RICHARDSON and Emily MILLS in June 1899 in 

Lewisham, Kent, England. Frank was born on 23 April 1871, in Forest Hill, Kent County, England. He died in June 1921 

at Richmond Hill, Ontario, Canada.  

 

 18. Alfred MILLS  (John, John) was born in 1863 in Lewisham, Kent County, England. He died in 1932 in Australia. He was buried in Fawkner 

Cemetery, Victoria, Australia.  

 

In the British Vital Records Index, Alfred Mills' birth was registered March 1864, Lewisham District, Kent County, 

volume 1d, page 799. On the 1881 census, at age 17, he was employed as a laborer. Alfred Mills emigrated to Australia 

with his brothers Allan and John, sometime after 1881. They lived at Melbourne.  His daughter Daisy referred to her 

father as "Alfred John MILLS." 

 

Florence Richardson Heming wrote in 1957:  "Then the brothers called John went to Australia & Alfred & Allan. After a few 

years in Melbourne, John was made Lord Mayor twice.  He had 3 in his family." 

 

Jenee McCUSKER of Victoria, Australia wrote about her great grandfather: "Alfred John Mills is the 9th child of John & 

Mary Ann Mills (Young).  He was born in 1864 in Kent and emigrated to New South Wales Australia along with his younger 

brother Allan (10th child) in 1885 aboard the ship called ‘Florida.’ Alfreds occupation was listed as a Labourer and his brother was 

listed as a Paperhanger.  I don’t know anything about the other brother John (listed on the Richardsons website) emigrating, my 

Nanna, Doris Lila Mills never mentioned him.  I have a couple of pictures of Alfred, one as a young man playing a banjo and the 

other when he was quite a bit older.  Alfred is buried at Fawkner Cemetery in Victoria, not too far from my home along with my 

Nanna, Doris who died in 1997 aged 97. Alfred died in 1932.  I have all the Australian Birth, Death and Marriage certificates 

relating to his line." 

 

Alfred Mills married at the home of his aunt, Emily (MILLS) Richardson, 1887, in New South Wales, Australia. 

 

Alfred married Emma SADLER on 15 November 1887, in Newcastle, New South Wales, Australia. Emma was born in 1867 in Newcastle, New 

South Wales, Australia.  

 

They had the following children: 

 

 33 F i. Doris Leila MILLS  was born in 1900. She died in 1997 in Australia.  
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Doris and her husband had seven children including a son Allen Eric WITHERS. 

 

Doris married Barney Allen WITHERS .  

 

 19. Allan MILLS  (John, John) was born in 1865 in Brockley, Kent County, England.  

 

On the 1881 census, at the age of 16, Allan was working as a plumber. Sometime after, Allan Mills emigrated to 

Australia settling in Melbourne.  He had one daughter who died at the age of nine.  His wife became depressed over it 

and drowned herself in the Yara Yara River, not far from where they lived. 

 

Jenee McCUSKER of Victoria, Australia wrote that Allan Mills arrived in Australia with his brother Alfred John in 1885, 

aboard the “Florida”.  Alfred's occupation was listed as a laborer and his brother was recorded as a paperhanger. 

 

Allan had the following children: 

 

 34 F i. daughter MILLS  died in Australia.  


