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Welcome to the Tirst issue of the Lauwe newsietter. fis | decided an the title,
my 86 year old father said in a very soft voice, “ The lamp is dim”. His obser-
vation is so very, very true, but my hope and intent is to brighten it with the
help of peopile who are from or have ancestors from this small Volga village of
Lauwe. [ will print news, information and requests from those of you who are
researching your genealogy, or history, of the people specifically from this
pillage. : '

After attending the session for village coordinators in Denver, | came away
feeling that this may be ane of the best ways to bring the descendants of this
village together. Several requests for information have been sent to me since
the convention, and 1 shall include them in this newsietter.

fi Brief History Lesson

For these of you unfamiliar with the history of our village and a “refresher” for those knowledgable
researchers.......Lauwe was one of ten colonies founded by Pictet and Leroy, two Frenchman anxious to make
their fortunes by recruiting German citizens in answer to Catherine the Great’s manifesto of 1763. The
manifesto invited the Germans to settle the yet wild eastern border —the steppes of imperial Russia. The
invitation offered these war weary people, suffering from economic disasters and crop failures, a new hope
for a better life. Their passage was to be paid; there was free land, free of taxation forever, as well as,
freedom of religion and no required military service. Thousands answered the call and settied hundreds of
smail villages on both sides of the Volga River.

The ten colonies of Pictet and Leroy were located south of Saratov along the Volga and Tarlyk Rivers. This
was on the Wiesenseite (east) side of the Voliga.

Lauwe was organized on August 19, 1767 by 47 Lutheran families; (90 males, 89 females) in the Canton
of Kukkus, province Samara. Today it is known by its Russian name, Yablonovka. In 1912, the population
was 2,680, and this was after a substantial emigration to the United States in the years 1902 to 1212
Results of the Bolshevik Revolution and further emigration brought the count in 1926 to 1,954 persons.

Eariy Families fram Lauwe

Are your ancestors from Lauwe? The following surnames from Lauwe were printed in Die Welt Post on
October 12,1939. They appear on the back of the map of Lauwe published by AHSGR headquarters of
Lincoln, Nebraska. These names were submitted by Jacob Voiz, who had received them from Gottlieb
Schleicher of Lincoln. They are: Anton*, Baude*, Bauer*, Bitter*, Busch*, Dauer, Diel, Eckhardt™,
Forster*, Fuchs*, Goringer*, Grasmick*, Heidt*, Heil*, Heimbuch*, Herman, Huber, Ickes,
lalschin/Jalschin, Kaiser, Keck* Klein*, Kuhn*, Kuntsman, Lauwe*, Lenz, Lindt*, Maiwald*, Markus®,
Martin*, Meisner*, Obert, Peterson, Popp, Preis*, Prinz*, Rein*, Reitz, Rielmeier, Rube*, Rusch,
Schafer, Scheilhorn, Schlegel, Schieicher*, Schwabeniand, Stieglitz*, Spdth, Thormer*, Wagner,

Weibert, Wulf, Zitzenstock™. * indicates the old family names in the viillage



In Search af......

Last year, after the convention, | received several letters of inquiry for Lauwe ancestral information.

What follows are excerpts from those letters as weli as other materiai from research that may be heipful
in your genealogy search

1-- Mrs. Harry (Diane) Heil of Bouider, Colo: is enthusiasticaily r_esearching her husband’s ancestry.

Harny"s Grandfathen, John Heil, accoading Zo family stonies, was
born June 25, 1887 and orphaned at age 2 yns. in Lauwe. He was taken
4in by the church council and raised in that church's school until he
was considered to be of adult age (17 yrs. we believe]. The questions
then are, do you know of such a church run school? And would you know
if Lthene ane any such neconds available? The gamily does not secem to
know the names of John's parents orn grandparents. 1 hope that thexre
were some ofd chunch on onphanage reconds that might have that informa-
Xion, We beldeve that John's grandparents migrated from the Stutganrt
province of Geamany. We do noit know 4if they broughit children with
Lhem on became parents in Lauwe. John's grandgathen, howevenr, is
feporited Lo have had a brother named Henny Hedll who was known as a
"grneal pinchen” because he could squeeze one's nech/shoulder until the
blood supply was shut down causing his opponent to gaint. We also
undenstand that John himself, had a much older brother named Conrad Heil
who became a professional taylonr.

A1l 4 of the family surnames vith German-Russian background thar we are
researching migraked from Russia to the Rocky Fard, €aolurado area. They
homestealdled in Kentrick, Truckton, and $ugar €ity. Harry (my hushand)
says that his Grandfather Henry Heimick Grasmick spelled his last name
with gne "s” as yon have spelled Grasmick. Hovever, an Uncle of Harry's
(3am Grassmick) of Gering, Nebraska insists that it should be spelled
with kwo "s"'s. Grandpa Grasmick married Christina Lindt (Sept.23, 1904)
in_Sugar €ity, Caloradp. Chey are hoth hurried in the Ordway Cemetary.
This family story as reporked by his death nobice, states that ke 0as
born in $amaria, Russia. $o far, I can't fin® such a town. WYery 1ibkle
is known about him except that he was a "1itbkle™ different fraom khe ather
Lutheran Germans. He dressed plainer (and insisted on the same dress
cade for his family), always carried his Bikle with him (which L have),
and was very strict. Some day in my research, I plan to investigate the
flenanites who merged with the Latherans in the city af Samara (nuorth af

Lauwe). All the okher family surnames (Heil, Warcus, § £indt) arz from
Lanwe.

Alsa, Harry's &Grandfather Heil was aonly 17 gears nld ohen he migrak-
22 bz kthe N.S_A. and sp he didn't Ao it algne. He rcame nith a family
vhose last name is reported tom have heen Geringer. He fraveled with thex
all the way tao Rocky Ford, Caolarada. From there, he met a young man who
was he age named Pebe Heil. Pere lived with his widowed mother Barhara
and his brokhers in $ugar C€ity. $ince the 1last name vwas the same ana
therefare it was thought that there .would he no cause for scandelous falk,
John Heil then maved in with Pete and his family. It was annnngtzﬁ to
those Sho asked thatr he was a haif-hrather ta Pete. Pebe and his family
maveld intn Byoming and they are all registeresd with the AHSGR.

Mrs. Hanny {(Diane) Hedll
5723 Rustic Knolls Dr.
Boulden, CO.  §0301-3028
[303}530-2811



Coordinator for the Lauwe (Yablaniovka): | am also interested in that village, as my
grandparents, Frederich b, 5 Jan 1855 and Margaret (Heil) Bitter b. 9 Jan 1856 , were born
there. They came to America in 1907 and settied in Fresno, CA. Frederich’s fathers name was
George, but do not know his wife's name. Am trying to find out if George had any other children
and their names.

In the Bitter family bible it lists as godparents for Frederich:

Frederich Georinger, Fraderich Hoff, Christof Keck, Barbara 8itter, Susana Bitter -and
Katharina Markus Bitter.

Margaret (Heil) Bitter's godparents as:

Heinrich Meisner, Karl Bitter, Heinrich Fuchs, Maria Katharina (no last name).

Am looking for someone who might help me fit in some blank spots on my
grandmother’s family.

Her name was Maria Christine b. 30 Aug 1862 and became a part of the
Conrad & (? Hartwig) Adolf family of Warenburg. Just recently | located
my own mother's baptism record and it showed that Maria Christine was
born an Ertich. She married a George Heinrich Lieder of Straub. The Lieder
family settled in Fresno, CA about 1894/5. They had three children: Annie
b. 1885 (Huber), Heinrich b. 1893 and Maria Christine b. 1896 (Bitters).

If you have any information to corroborate that my grandmother was an
Eriich, 1 would be certainly interested in reviewing it. At the present
time this is all the only lead | have. '

Marilyn Bitters Scott
617 Major Vista Court
Pinole, CA 94564
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Prayer for Genealogists

by Curtis Woods
Lord, heip me dig into the past

And ied them through so many lands

Lord, help me find an ancient book

' ' ipt
and sift the sands of time or dusty manuscr ' ’
That | might find the roots that made That ?nsggi yf: ; gg:r:e:ozr;giy
this family tree of mine. ! _ . i}
Lord, help me tgace the ancient roads Lord, let it bridge the'gap‘t{r;at haunts
on which my fathers trod my scul when | can't fin

The migsing !ink between scme name
: that ends the same as mine.
Washington %o. Roots&Vines, JUL '91. NC

to find our present sod.



Rdditional Early Family Information
At the time the list of names shown on the previous page was originally compiled, there were 28 families
bearing the name of Goringer, 26 families bearing the name of Markus, and 22 families bearing the name

of Bitter.
The final destinations for the earliest (late 1800s to 1920s) immigrants were Kansas, Nebraska, Cotorado

and California.

Uillage Coordinator

My decision to assume the task of coordinator for the viffage of Lauwe was made just before the Denver
convention last June. 1 had the good fortune to see Lauwe (or what remains of it) in October 1992. It was
a brief visit at the end of an exciting tour of the Russian waterways from Moscow to St. Petersburg and
back. The fact that Denver is in my native state of Colorado where many of my relatives still live was the
extra “nudge” to make the decision. Fortunately, a coordinator for the village of Kukkus is a short distance
away, so this may have its advantages since many of the baptisms and confirmations noted in our family
Bible took place in Kukkus (Woiskaya).

Lauwe is the village of my father's parents, Johann Philipp Goringer and Christina Elizabeth Goringer nee
Goringer. On coming to the United States, the Goringer spelling was changed to Geringer, Goeringer,
Gerringer, Goringer and Garringer, It seems that individual famities had their own preferences to spell-
ings, most of which were probably what they were given at their immigration port. My research will be
double since my mother (Mary Ehrlich) was born in Tscherbagowka, Russia, but that information goes to a
different village coordinator. 'm asking for any and all help in this task of bringing our “roots” to fight.

1992 AHSGR Denver Convention
Those attending the Village Night activities at the Lauwe table were:

(Ancestral villages)
(Ancestor’s Surnames)

Josephine Geringer Rudy and Lovina Geringer
1310 Sorrento Dr. 3864 No. Rolinda
Cotorado Springs, CO 80910 Fresno, CA 93722
(Lauwe) Géringer, Keck, (Rudy born in Lauwe/1918) Rube,
Grasmick, Bitter, Rube Goringer, Grasmick, Vorath
Charlene and Richard Lindahl Peter D. Markus
18635 Hwy 202 P.O. Box 144
Rocky Ford, CO 81067 Sugar City, CO 81076
(Laub, Lauwe) Grasmick, Heidt, (Lauwe, Rostav) Rein, Dill

Bitter, Huber (Hoover)

Bernice Geringer Madden Elsie Spier
3525 Veneman Ave North 1626 So. Yarrow Ct.
Modesto, CA 95356-2435 Lakewood, CO 80232
(Lauwe,Tscherbagowka) Gdoringer, {Laub, Lauwe) Herman, Price,

Keck, Grasmick, Bitter, Rube, Schneider, Busch, L:bsack
Ehrlich, Hanschu, Lange, Laubhan
lPageZ_
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In Search of......cont.

The death certificate of both Carl and Peter say their
fathers name is HEINRICH MARTIN - mothers name (unknown).

My guestions are:
1. Heinrich Martin - Where and when was he borh?
2. Who was Heinrich Martin's wife ?

3. When did the Martin family arrive in the Villages along
the Volga.

4. Have not been able to track down any information about
Margaret {(Martin) RABENSDORF of Fresno, California. I do
have a picture of Margaret, Peter and Carl when Margaret
visited Lansing, IL in 1937.

Qf course any other information that is available would be
greatly appreciated.

I have quired the BITTER and the MARTIN families from CLUES
and have had some positive responges.

One of my quiries mentioned a Lutheran Church in Wolijskoje
(Wolskaja) Russia where some of the BITTER family records
came from in her family. Perhaps those records still exist
somewhere?

I and my husband just learned about AHSGR in 1992, joined
the St. Joseph, MI chapter in fall of 1992 and enjoyed the
meetings very much.

The only way we found Lauwe, Russia is that my husband
remembered a little "ditty"” that his grandfather (Johann
Carl}) and uncles would sing when they had a few beers. The
"ditty" was about the "dumkoff from Lauve”. That is when
Leona Janke our president found us Map No. 27 showing Lauwe
(German) and Yablanowka (Russan) ; as Yablanowka was the
village listed on the natualization papers. Just thought
that this is interesting.

Of course, we would be happy to pay for the anything you
might find for us.

Sincerely,
7 : _
- ','/’{// _ Jf/\ t-.. -
(", vaﬁz/i)z;é‘ﬁ;{ :J'M’/ef../77/f¢/4-’£..

Henry & Virginia Martin. ,
55 Beeson Rd4. L//
Niles, MI 49120






About the LAUIVE NEWSLETTER

The LAUWE LAMPE will be published as demand warrants. At this point in time, | foresee twice a year at
an approximate cost of $.75 to $1.00 per copy. This, of course, will depend on participation and the
interest of the descendants of the village of Lauwe.

.._..-_------.---—--—-—--..-----.--..-------- ------------------------------------

If you are interested in a LAUIDE NEIUSLETTER, fill out the information below:

Namae:

fiddress:

City: State : Zip Code

Ancestors from Lauwe--(it's helpful if you can indicate relationship and whether or not you have
submitted this information to headquarters in Lincoin, NE)

ltems that you would fike to see printed in the Newsietter (of course, this would resuft from
your input as well as others) :

- -

Submitted articles will be credited to the contributor.

Comments




