
   1 

 
The newsletter of the Georgia Sidecar Club ~~~ JULY  – AUGUST 2009 

http:// members.cox.net/georgiasidecarclub/ 
 

 President ·  James Allmond   V. P. ·  Eddie George Treasurer ·  Janis Rinaldo Editor ·  Arthur Rhoades 
 640 Forest Lake Drive 445 Buck Trail 2855 Cammie Wages Rd 100 Castle Pines Drive 
 Macon, Ga.  31210-3206 Hoschton, Ga. 30548 Dacula, Ga. 30019 Bonaire, Ga. 31005 
 478-471-9153 706-654-2648 404-312-5290 478-988-8769                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 jamesallmond@cox.net egads1744@yahoo.com gointodaytona@bellsouth.net akrhoades@cox.net 

 
Upcoming Events:  

 
August 21-23, 2009:  Northeast 3-Wheelers 
Laid Back Vermont Campout at Bald Mountain 
Campground in Townshend, Vermont  
Info: Butch Cross at (413)519-0015 
 
September 11-12, 2009:  Hoosier Hospitality 
Sidecar Campout at Muscatatuck County Park, 
SW of North Vernon, Indiana  
Info: Fred Hunteman(317)831-8105 or 
f.hunteman@sbcglobal.net  
 
September 25-27: New England Moto Guzzi 
Club/Northeast 3-Wheelers Rally at Camp 
Stanica in Palmer, Massachusetts Info: Millie 
Pease (860)219-9289 or Dale Cochran 
(413)596-8295 or Butch Cross (413)519-0015 
 
From the Vice President:  
 
The Middle Friday Campout was held May 15-
17. We had six people attend: Myself, James 
and Paul Almond, Van Nichols, Jerry Williams 
and Frank Cabeza. Bad weather was forecast 
and we did have some but during the day 
Friday and Saturday we had good riding 
weather.  After returning to the campground 
the rain started.  We had several hours of fairly 
hard rain but we gathered in James' tent, told a 
few lies and survived.  
 
Saturday we went into Leslie, GA, to the 
telephone museum only to find it closed.  We 
then rode up to Andersonville where the town 
was rededicating the Wirtz monument. Of 
course a festival was happening.  We toured 
the POW museum, the cemetery and the 
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This is your club and your newsletter. We will always welcome 
your input. A story about a trip that you took, tech tips, your 
opinions, and philosophies on sidecars are but a few of the 
topics you might submit. Send your photos as well. Submissions 
via e-mail are easy for me to work with, and would be my 
preferred medium. However, any method you choose to use 
would be appreciated. It can be typed, handwritten, or notes on 
a napkin. Just get it out to me. We need member input! Just 
remember that any opinions, technical advise, theories, 
philosophies, etc. in this newsletter, or any other Georgia 
Sidecar Club newsletter are to be credited to the individual that 
makes them. They do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Georgia Sidecar Club. If there are ever any technical tips in 
Sidetracks that you would like to try, think it through for yourself, 
and your particular application before doing any actual work. 
We aren’t responsible for your actions! Our group was formed in 
1994 to foster camaraderie among the sidecar fraternity and 
interested solo bikers. If someone seems interested in your rig, 
encourage him or her to become a member of “The Best Little 
Motorcycle Club in the South”…    

Our membership is spread over a large geographical area, 
making email a great way to communicate in a timely manner. 
Please send me your email address at akrhoades@cox.net so 
that I can keep a current list.. 

 Art Rhoades 
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prison grounds. Then we went to the festival and 
had BBQ lunch.  Then we rode back roads back 
to the campground and waited for the rain to start.  
We were not disappointed. But we still had a good 
time and invite even more people to attend. 
  
I will not be here in July and am not setting up a 
campout for the middle Friday that month. 
Someone else may do so if they desire.  
 

Eddie 
 
From the President:  
 
Wow, what a great rally…. Been stuck right there 
on the letter for about a week now. Call it writers 
block or just simply have too much to say, and, for 
me, that can be a real problem. Forcing some 
words through my fingers now…otherwise Art 
might do the newsletter without me! Was the first 
time in quite a while I had no family with me, that 
was a little weird, but nice, for a change. Won’t 
make a habit of it!  Have no idea if we made or 
lost money, and to tell you the truth, really don’t 
care. As far as I could tell, everybody had a great 
time. Ok, the tee-shirts may have been a wee bit 
too much of an inside club thing, but we have tee-
shirts now, and after all we are all Eddie 
George…or may have to impersonate him one 
day… We’ll do something special for the boys 
from Kentucky next year – yes guys, be scared, 
very scared… Need to say thank you to the 
MANY folks who volunteered. I don’t like to single 
folks out, but going to any way. Thank you Janice 
for giving me a chance to actually enjoy the rally! 
Janice came straight in from working Girl Scout 
Camp and wanted a job where she could just sit. 
Registration fit the bill and boy was I glad! I don’t 
remember riding and just hanging out at the rally 
that much in a very long time! Even got to hang 
out with GT after hours. Yes, I found another 
Guinness drinker, GT had a stash of Bass Ale, I 
had the Guinness. Black and Tans after a long 
day of rallying turned out to be most relaxing… 
And about the field events, if we had known 5 or 6 
years ago how well that parking area would work 
out, we would have had them there all along. Just 
wish my bike had been easier to find… Carl, Bill 
and Cliff did an amazing job. Many thanks guys! 
Udo and Van discovered the wonders of putting 
up the big tent. Easiest that thing has ever gone 
up. We had folks volunteering all over the place, 
so gonna stop mentioning names now and going 
to just say THANK YOU to all who helped out, 

and that was a bunch of you. Ok, we had a few 
break downs, but all were (including mine) easily 
fixed, some one the side of the road, most at 
TWO. Some of these breakdowns were thing that 
NEVER break, but were easily repaired (when 
was the last time you heard of a Harley belt/chain 
adjuster breaking?). One involved a weld Larry 
didn’t trust, so had the spare part with him. Weld 
broke, no big deal, part was in the trunk. 
Everything was just lining up so well. Even the 
rain came at an opportune time, cooled everything 
off and when it rained at night some folks didn’t 
even notice. I like camping at night, in the rain 
with a good tent! As long as you stay dry, its very 
relaxing, to me at least. GT and his staff once 
again out did themselves. And yes, we ate the 
whole pig! GT was well into the tenderloins by the 
time we were finished! We did have one minor 
accident involving a Goldwing’s mirror and a 
sportbike riders shoulder. Something to be said 
about maintaining ones lane (like the Goldwing 
did) in a corner… Hope the sportbike guy is 
alright, never heard a word about him. We will do 
this again next year. As I’ve mentioned before, 
Anthony, Van, Eddie and I might be on our way to 
Alaska, but we’ll just have to see what happens. 
Who knows, we might leave from the rally, taking 
some unsuspecting victims with us… Please keep 
June 10-13, 2010 open for our rally next year. To 
all of you who went to other rallies or just didn’t 
come, well, you missed one of our best rallies in 
recent memory! No meltdowns, on one passed 
out, and we kept the award ceremony/door prizes 
short and sweet! I didn’t even “win” the bike least 
wanted to be riding in (that is when Red decided 
to break. Turned out to be a splice I was unaware 
of coming from its brain had come apart. Easy fix, 
but missed the show, oh well, Red didn’t mind). I 
am still amazed at folks coming from Indiana 
(Ken), Texas (Bob), Kentucky (12 of you I think). 
Thank you all for coming, please come back 
again! We are more than glad to have you all. 
 
Now on to other business. Not sure when this is 
coming out, but we are having a campout July 17-
19 at Lake Winfield Scott, on 180 between TWO 
and Vogel State Parks. I can’t make it, but Carl 
will be there. An email was sent out about this 
with reservation info. Imagine by now, it is too late 
to make reservations, but TWO is just right down 
the road… If this comes out afterwards, well, hope 
you all had fun. 
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If you did not get a t-shirt at the Rally, they are still 
available in all sizes, I think. We ordered the shirts 
biased to the larger sizes this time around… They 
are $20, regardless of size and I can tell you we 
are just barely breaking even on them. Silk screen 
t-shirts have gotten outrageous, GT has stopped 
ordering them even! The embroidered shirts, that 
used to be outrageous are now a steal – who 
knew, we sure didn’t. Contact Janice about the 
shirts, think they went home with the Rinaldo’s. 
Also, if you did not renew at the Rally, your 
membership is expired. Without your 
membership, the club stops existing. So PLEASE 
renew now if you have not done so already! 
Again, contact Janice. She has the membership 
cards and is the keeper of the membership lists! 
 
By the way, was trying to figure out how long I’ve 
been president. Found evidence in a t-shirt from 
the BMW Rally where I made the decision to 
accept the position – it was in 1999. Yes, this is 
my 10th anniversary as your President. Thanks for 
having me, it’s been a lot of fun and I look forward 
to serving as long as you all want me. If you’ve 
never heard the story, ask me sometime. I was at 
a BMW Riders Association Rally in Virginia when 
a set of circumstances had a bunch of folks 
volunteering to help me out of a real jam – 
including a BMW dealer. That convinced me to 
accept Carl’s offer for me to take the job… 
 

James 
 
From the Editor:  

If you have not sent in your MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL yet, please take a minute to send 
Janice a check. If you are not a member, we’d 
sure like you to consider joining our group! 

The Howdy Summer Rally was a great time with 
great weather. It was a traditional (as in laid back) 
Georgia Sidecar Club event, with old & new 
friends coming together to share a weekend of 
camaraderie. We had a few mechanical mishaps. 
Out of necessity, most sidecarists are do-it-
yourselfers and carry repair kits. There were 
probably enough tools amongst us to do anything. 

I was the one with the broken axle  adjuster. From 
the roadside rescue, to the fix the at the  
campsite, the help and support that was given 
was truly incredible. I even had a gallery of 

technical advisors/experts to oversee the repair. I 
grateful to all of you. 

 
The operation 

 
 

 
The consultation 

 
 

 
The Gallery 
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Thanks to all that attended the 2009 Howdy 
Summer Rally. I hope to see all of you again next 
year. Invite your family and friends to come along. 
Spread the word. We had a good crowd this year, 
let’s do it again in 2010! While I heard some 
positive comments about the rally, there were a 
bunch that started with: Next year I’m gonna…  
These were the ones that really caught my 
attention. Folks talking about their plans for the 
2010 Howdy Summer Rally before the 2009 rally 
is even over? Could there possibly be a bigger 
compliment? Me thinks not. 

Art 
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Safety tip: DRIVE TO SURVIVE 

Motorcycles are the smallest vehicles on the road. 
Unfortunately they provide virtually no protection in 
a crash. Other drivers may not see you on your 
motorcycle, so you must be aware of everything on 
the road. Be extra cautious, paying attention to the 
signals and brake lights of other vehicles, especially 
trucks. However, you still need to be prepared in the 
event their signals or lights don't work. Ride with 
caution and drive defensively. Even though your 
motorcycle may be small, you must adhere to the 
laws of the road. Never ride in between lanes in 
traffic or share a lane with another vehicle. Don't 
instigate aggressive driving with other motorists; you 
will only increase your chance of a crash. 
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May’s Middle Friday Camp-out  
Story and photos by Frank Cabeza 

 
We were expecting to get wet on this rainy weekend, but I didn’t put on my rain suit once. The 

rain did not start until about 4:30 pm each day. We would be back at our camp sites by that time. Good 
thing James brought his super size tent. We 
all got in his tent, chairs and all. When we 
went to eat dinner, we piled into Paul’s car. 

Saturday after breakfast, we rode our 
sidecars to Ga. Rural Telephone Museum in 
Leslie, GA. It was closed on Saturdays 
except when the SAM Shortline Excursion 
Train is scheduled to stop there. 
No problem, we just went to Andersonville 
National Cemetery & Historic Site instead. 

For lunch, we went to the town of 
Andersonville. They were celebrating the 
100th anniversary of the monument in the 
town square. I do not know the person or 
event the structure was built in memory of. 

They were serving outdoor barbecue meals 
for the occasion. How sweet it is. 
Six people showed up for the camp-out. 
There were five sidecar rigs and one car. In 
attendance, were James & Paul Allmond, 
Eddie George, Van Nichols, Frank Cabeza 
and a new attendee from Murphy, NC, Jerry 
Williams. We all had a great time. 

An unbelievable thing happen on 
Sunday morning, you should of been there, 
Eddie was up and gone by 7:15 AM. It was 
his and Cindy’s anniversary, he had to get 
home. Any other time, if you woke him up 
that early, he would have shot you. 

See you at the Georgia Sidecar Club 
15th Annual Howdy Summer Rally. 

 
Your fellow member, 

Frank Cabeza    
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Time to renew your membership!!! 

 

 
The Georgia Sidecar Club 

Sidecarists and Solo Bikers Welcome 
 

Membership Application 
 
 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address:  _________________________________________ ____________________________  
 

City: _______________________________________  Stat e: ___________________________ 
 

Zip Code: ___________________ Email Address: ______ ______________________________ 
 
Home Phone: ________________ Work Phone: ______________________________________ 
 
Significant Other: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Children: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Motorcycle(s) _________________________________________________________________ 
                         Make                               Model                                                                  Year 
 
Sidecar(s) ____________________________________________________________________ 
                         Make                               Model                                                                  Year 
 
Where do you like to ride? _______________________________________________________ 
 
Ride Dates Preferred :  Saturday? ____ Sunday? ____ Weekday? _______ Overnight? _______ 
 

Send check or money order ($18)  to: 
The Georgia Sidecar Club 

c/o Janice Rinaldo 
2855 Cammie Wages Rd 

Dacula, Ga. 30019 
404-312-5290404-312-5290 


