
��������	
��
���
�	
����������������������������
�

“GFWC Nebraska Lights the Way”  

�� o attend the International GFWC Convention in Chicago    
recently was a privilege as well as a learning experience. 

It is one never to be forgotten. Attending many of the workshops and 
to be able to bring the message back to Nebraska to share this at all the district  
workshops, can only help in building our clubs. It also made this president realize the 
challenges we as club members face. 

It was voted that domestic violence be the ongoing, “signature”, project for which 
GFWC will be known. Other programs will continue as in previous years. 

Special emphasis these two years will be on membership. A challenge of 10%        
increase is for all states. If your club lost members, those need to be replaced plus 
10% more. Will we do it? YES! A new club in each district??? Let’s do it! 

Big plans for every member in NFWC. Be sure to attend club meetings, district       
meetings and state meetings if possible. Remember our three special projects: Plant 
a red rose in a public place in your town- take a picture. Cindy Pickel of Kearney is 
our chairman of the plan. The Halsey National Park tree planting with Jean        
Kolterman, Chairman and the third is compiling the history of the Nebraska            
Federation of Women’s clubs with Lynette Worrell in charge and the five district   
presidents collecting in their districts. 

Grab your red jackets or sweaters and lets go to the Mississippi Valley 
Conference at the Holiday Inn Riverside, Minot, North Dakota, September 
12-14, 2008. All            Nebraskans will wear red on Saturday. Bring your 
unusual shoes, too! 

Sincerely, 
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President                                               
Janice Predoehl                                                             
5121 Lenox Ave.   Lincoln  68510                                            
(402) 489-9305                                             
jgpredoehl@123mail.org                                                                     

President-Elect                                                                            
Cheryl Strickler                                                               
3102 Annabelle Dr. Bellevue  68123                                               
(402) 592-3042                                                       
strick.papio@cox.net                                                            

1st Vice President                                         
Pat Gage                                                                  
1414 10th Street      Aurora 68818                                                
(402) 694-3008                                        
pamperedpat05@hamilton.net                                               

2nd Vice President                                      
Janet Kuhl                                                                           
449 North Molley    Bennington  68007                                     
(402) 238-2833                                                
jkuhl2@cox.net                                                      

Secretary                                               
Joyce Jenoways                                             
511 Haverford Drive  Lincoln, 68510                                         
(402) 488-5467                  
hjg511@neb.rr.com                                                               

Treasurer                                                     
Jan Jones                                                                        
4188 S 61st Ave, Omaha  68117                                             
(402) 733-8283                                                              
jeanettejones@cox.net 

Resident Agent                                                              
Jean Hennings                                                               
7300 S Wedgewood Dr., Lincoln 68510                                    
(402) 489-1266                                                             
ldjeanhennings@neb.rr.com 

Parliamentary Advisor                                                    
Esther Miller                                            
PO Box 861           Beatrice  68310                                     
(402) 228-1954 

District I President                                                    
Janice Crewdson                                                             
7121 Seward Ave Lincoln  68507                                         
(402) 464-8812 

District II President                                                         
Judy Anderson                                             
10926 Spaulding Plaza   Omaha  68164                                     
(402) 445-4952                                      
janderson025@yahoo.com 

District III President                                                     
Bernadine Baumert                                       
PO Box 356                    Howells  68641                                         
(402) 986-1796                                         
aabaume@megavision.com 

District IV President                                                  
Della Miers                                              
1500 Main St.                  Seward  68434                                      
(402) 643-4935                                         
                                                                                                    
District V/VI President                                                    
Ruth Lindly                                                                      
43005 Road 812             Anselmo   68813                               
(308) 749-2439                                                      
glschmitz@neb-sandhills.net 
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Those attending the GFWC International Convention in Chicago 
pictured  with GFWC President Jackie Pierce and GFWC Junior 
Director Jeri Lyn Cancel are:  

Back row left to right: Bonnie Kruse, Leola Bonge, Pam    
Hennings, Pat Gage, Janice Predoehl 

Front row left to right: Cheryl Strickler, GFWC Junior Director, 
Jeri Lyn  Cancel, GFWC President, Jackie Pierce, NFWC   
President, Kathy Flock and Jean Hennings. 

Absent from picture, but attending was: Judy Raumaker
(2008 Nebraska LEADS)                                                               
Photo courtesy: Cheryl Strickler  
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 MISSISSIPPI VALLEY REGIONAL CONFERENCE  

The Official call to the MVR Conference will not be printed in this Clubwoman, 
due  to the early date of MVR. It is not possible to get it to you by the deadline 
of registration. All information is supposed to be on our website, but as of 
press time, it isn’t there.   

NEBRASKA DELEGATION TO GFWC INTERNATIONAL                 
CONVENTION HELD IN CHICAGO 

MEMBERSHIP 

JANET KUHL 

During the 2008-2010 Administration I will be awarding               
Lighthouse charms/pins to new club members. Membership is one of the key 
Special Projects we will be working on. There is wonderful information in the 
Administrative packet on how to Recruit, Build and Retain club members. 
There are great products you can purchase for your club members to show you 
care about them. If you didn’t get an Administrative packet as President of your 
club, let me know and I can get one for you. Let’s try and have a record num-
ber of new members this administration. 
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PRESIDENT-ELECT/LEADERSHIP CHAIRMAN                                                                      
CHERYL STRICKLER 

Some say that some people are born leaders, however, I beg to differ that we all must have to learn 
how to be a leader. Leadership involves taking risks, being innovative, and promoting new directions. 
Anyone can become a leader by developing a clear and compelling vision; establishing attainable 
goals; providing and being provided with—encouragement and appreciation; acting on a spirit willing 
to pursue training and education. This chairman’s goal is to educate and train you on how to become 
the leader that you want to be. Here are some innovative ways to do so: 

�� Do a workshop or go on a retreat and discuss the club’s vision for the future and brainstorm a  
strategic plan of priorities that every member can contribute to the benefit of your local club. Find 
out what your members talents are and use it as a leadership tool. 

�� Form your strategic plan, develop attainable goals and set a time frame. 

�� THEN ACT ON IT AND REPORT IT!  

�� Have someone present an article from the GFWC Clubwoman each month at your meetings. 

�� Encourage participation in the GFWC Jennie Award. (See Jennie Award info from Bonnie Kruse.) 

�� Order and use the GFWC Leadership Toolkit and 50 Nifty Leadership Tips, available from the 
GFWC Market place  at www.GFWC.org/Marketplace 

�� Seek speakers with background in leadership training from local businesses, colleges, or          
universities; support Youth Leadership programs in various organizations. 

�� Encourage club members to attend district, state and national GFWC meetings. 

�� MOST IMPORTANT:  Select at least one club member to be nominated to this officer to participate 
in the LEADS (Leadership, Education and Development Seminar). Nominations should be        
received by January 15th of each year. NFWC may send one candidate each year to attend this 
one-day seminar the day before the GFWC International Convention convenes. GFWC provides 
some financial assistance for the LEADS participants to attend. A LEADS Application Form is 
provided for you to apply a member that promotes le adership abilities. This is a great way 
to grow in GFWC/NFWC.  

�� Don’t be afraid to report your leadership achievements in your clubs. REPORT all leadership    
activities of your club including attendance at district, state, and national GFWC meetings on your 
yearly club reports due to this chairman by February 1st.  

�� AWARDS ARE AVAILABLE  annually to one club in the nation to recognize creativity in            
implementing an effective Leadership Program. The award is based on narrative reports. This 
chairman will forward the winning entry of this state to the national GFWC Leadership Program 
Chairman by March 15th of each year. The winning club will receive $50. 

�� One state federation in each membership category will be awarded and recognized for              
outstanding achievement in the GFWC Leadership Program by a narrative report. Award           
presentations are made annually in honor of junior and general membership participation. 

��������	�
���������������������������������������� ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

����������������
��������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������
���������������������������������� ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
������ !�"
���������������������������������������� �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
#	�
��$%�%
&'�&($��	�



                 

                                        BYLAWS 

                   CHERYL STRICKLER—CHAIRMAN   

 

By-laws information may be presented to this chairman during the next two years. If you have a 
recommendation, please contact this chairman in writing by October 15th to give ample time for 
committee chairman and committee to carefully review and study suggestions. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $  
   

NFWC TREASURER 

JAN JONES 

It’s time for each GFWC/NFWC Club to remit twenty dollars and fifty cents($20.50) along with a 
club roster complete with address, zip cods, phone number and email address for each member. 
The deadline is November 1, 2208, but the sooner you can get it in to me, the better. 

Of the $20.50 NFWC will send $15.00 per member to GFWC and seventy-five cents per club  
member residing in their District will be sent to each District Treasurer by February 15th of each 
year. 

 Club Treasurers are reminded to send all  NFWC project  money to their District Treasurer so the 
club receives proper recognition.  Your District Treasurer will forward monies to the NFWC      
Treasurer after appropriate recording is completed.   Remember  -   send only local club dues to 
NFWC State Treasurer.  Money collected by Club Treasurers for projects which are specific to a 
local club only, should be mailed directly to the proper recipient.  Make all checks payable to the 
District Treasurer except  for club dues.  District Treasurers will receive forms for reporting with 
spaces indicating the name of club, amount and purpose or project for which it is to be used. 

 

 Jan Jones, 4188 So. 61st Ave. Omaha, NE  68117-1117, jeanettejones@cox.net,                  
Phone:  (402) 733-8283, Cell:  (402) 659-8830 

* * * * *   

�             NFWC NEEDS YOU-NOMINATING COMMITTEE– KATHY FLOCK – CHAIRMAN                              

Even though we have just begun a new administration, it’s time to think about the Nomination process for 
our officers for the 2010-1012 Administration. NFWC needs you to be willing to step forward and serve our 
wonderful organization. Too often our members assume someone else will take the responsibility to be our 
officers. The reality is that they usually do not. Please be willing to do what you can to serve our               
organization. To be an officer, you must have been a club president and have served two years beyond that 
at either the District or State level. Send Kathy Flock your name and the office you would be willing to run for 
to: Kathy Flock, 710 Bailey Drive, Papillion, NE 68046 or kflock1@cox.net. You can also let your District 
member of the NFWC nominating committee know this fall. If you think you would rather serve as an NFWC 
Chairman, let our NFWC President-Elect, Cheryl Strickler know. Our organization is only as strong as its 
members and its leadership.                                         

� ��� ��� �����������������������



1117, jeanettejones@cox.net,                  

CHAIRMAN                               
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Note from District III President—Bernadine Baumert, PO BOX 356,�Howells NE 68641-0356 �402-986-1796�

 The music was found from years ago when a Club used to sing� “Nebraska, My Native Land”.  It was found in a 
1980’s yearbook in Howells as a Club song.�Therefore I have asked our pianist to try to play the song and then see if 
our club members who attend District III functions can also learn to sing this song. I have asked some club members 
about this song. Some remember and others do not remember the tune.�

The words go like this: �

You may sing of your oceans and lakesides,��������������������������������������������������� ���������������������������������������
Of your mountains so lofty and grand;                                                                                           

Of the prairies I’ll sing and my praises shall ring��������������������������������������������������� ����������������������������������������
For Nebraska, my native land.��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ���������

CHORUS��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������
Out here where the sun shines so brightly, It turns all nature to gold.��������������������������������������������������� ������������

Here the yellow corn grows and the golden grain blows��������������������������������������������������� ���������������������������
While pastures hold wealth untold.��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ����

The birds fill the air with their gladness,��������������������������������������������������� ���������������������������������������������
There’s beauty on ev’ry hand,��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� �������

Where the red sumac glows, and the golden-rod grows;��������������������������������������������������� �����������������������������
Nebraska, my native land.�

You may boast of your historic places��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� �
Tell the tales of your primitive band;��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ����

Not the past, but today, be the game work or play,��������������������������������������������������� �������������������������������������
In Nebraska, my native land.�

The District III Convention will be held on Friday evening, Sept 26, 2008 at 6:30pm                                             
At First Christian Church, 1408 E Benjamin Ave, Norfolk, NE.��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������

The District III Arts Festival will be held on Saturday, March 14, 2009 at 9:00 am, Noon meeting���������������������������������
At Clarkson High School, Clarkson, NE.�

GFWC is the light of our communities! �

 �

 �

DEAN OF CHAIRMEN-PAT GAGE 

Club Presidents do use the GFWC 
Adm inist ra t ion Guide!  A l l        
presidents should have a new one 
this year. Share the info with Club 
Chairmen etc. Club Yearbooks are 
due to the NFWC President, 
NFWC President-Elect and NFWC 
Director of Junior Clubs by       
November 1, 2008 & 2009. The 
information is valuable to          
everyone. Let’s make reporting 
easier this year by starting now.  

The report form is in the back of your 
new GFWC Administration Guide. 
Copy it. Go back to January 2008 
and list your Projects, the hours 
spent,   dollars spent/earned etc. If 
you do that now and write the       
narratives you will be on your way to 
having your reporting half way done. 
You’ll then just have to do           
September—December and the   
February 1, 2009 deadline will be a 
piece of cake! It’s one Report Form 
for all 

 projects and separate narratives 
for each Department attached to 
that one form with all the statistics 
on it. You mail that to me and I 
have lots to do by my deadline of 
sending each State Chairman the 
proper info and then she sends a 
report to GFWC. Let’s all work 
together to see that everything 
gets reported and counts as we 
know NE Clubs accomplish a lot! 



� ��� ��� �����������������������

District IV Clubwoman News���District IV recently held their summer Workshop at the Bruning Opera House 
with the Bruning Woman's Club as hosts on July 8th.  The tables were beautifully decorated with butter-
flies.  Members brought items for the girls at Burroughs Cottage at the Youth Rehabilitation Treatment Center 
at Geneva.   

��Esther Miller, the NFWC Parliamentarian, from Beatrice gave an informative talk on properly conducting 
meetings and presenting motions.���

�Each Club present gave a report on their best program and best project of the year.  Bonnie Kruse of Seward 
gave a talk on the 2008 GFWC International Convention held in Chicago, Illinois on June 27 - July 1.  Bonnie 
presented Nancy Galaway of the GFWC Fairmont Woman's Club with an Empowering Woman's Pin, which 
was given to Nancy for being Nebraska's Empowered Woman of the Present at the International Conven-
tion.����

The NFWC President, Janice Predoehl of Lincoln, spoke to the group about her special projects for the 2008-
2010 Administration.  The emphasis for these projects will be in conservation and preserving our history.  She 
is asking each club to plant a red rose, the GFWC flower.  She is also asking each member to donate a tree 
to Halsey Forest in honor or in memory of her mother.  The history from each club in Nebraska will be col-
lected and sent to the GFWC History Center in Washington, D.C.���

Linda Hudson of Belvidere presented a program on Empowered Women of the Past.  Linda did this in quiz 
form.  It was a fun way to learn what women have accomplished over the years.����

NFWC President Janice Predoehl installed the following officers for the 2008-2010 term:�President, Della 
Miers of Seward; President-Elect, Brenda Rippe of Hubbell; First Vice President, Pat Gage of 
Aurora; Secretary, Lisa Nichols of Fairmont and Treasurer, Bonnie Cudaback of Exeter.���

�The 103rd Annual Convention of the GFWC/NFWC District IV Women's Clubs will be held on Friday, Sep-
tember 19 at the Fairmont American Legion Club and hosted by the Fairmont Woman's Club. Plans are being 
made to make this a fun and informative day for everyone.�

DISTRICT IV—DELLA MIER PRESIDENT 

STATE HISTORIAN/GFWC WOMEN’S HISTORY & RESOURCE CEN TER—LYNETTE WORRELL 

�Your Nebraska President would like to compile a state book including club histories and memorable stories from club members. 
These can also include histories and favorite stories about clubs that are no longer with us. 

Clubs are to send their histories to me and I will then compile them and get them ready for publication. Please remember, individu-
ual members can also send in stories of favorite programs, club meetings, or conventions. You may also research and write the 
history of your clubhouse. Let’s make this an entertaining and interesting “read” for all. I’m looking forward to hearing from you. 

Celebrate National Women’s History Month in March. Encourage students to take an active part. Sponsor a student prize for the 
best research relating to Women’s History especially those active in volunteerism in GFWC. 

Use GFWC’s Annual Federation Day on April 24th to inform your community about GFWC and it’s impact on women’s history. 
Promote your local club and your state history projects. 

AWARDS—A $50 award will be given annually to one club in the nation whose GFWC Women’s History & Resource Center pro-
ject best exemplifies the WHRC’s mission “to collect, preserve, interpret, and promote the history of the GFWC and women volun-
teers. The award is based on narrative reports. 

GFWC certificates will be awarded to one state federation in each membership category to recognize outstanding work in one or 
more areas of the GFWC Women’s History & Resource Center program. The award will be based on report narratives describing a 
specific project. 

So ladies—-send in those histories and entertaining stories. Let’s get that award!! 
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Rules Governing Loans from the NFWC Educational Loa n Fund  

 

�A loan from the Nebraska Federation of Women’s Clubs Educational Loan Fund is available to qualified students 
working for a degree, taking vocational training, or entering graduate school.  School to be attended must be in Ne-
braska or one of its perimeter states (Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, South Dakota, Colorado, or Wyoming).  For a four-
year course, there is either a one-time loan of $4000.00, or an initial loan of $3000.00 with the option of renewing the 
loan for a second $3000.00.  For a two-year program such as trade school, cosmetology school, or similar two-year 
community college, the maximum loan will be $2500.00. 

� 1. The applicant must: 

  a. Be a resident of the State of Nebraska.       
  b. Provide a signed letter of request.       
  c. Provide a plan of study toward future career.      
  d. Obtain the signature of the President of his/her sponsoring Nebraska Federated Woman’s 
   Club           
  e. Provide financial information to include: 

    Income available.        
    Cost of tuition.         
    Cost of books and supplies.       
    Cost of board and room.        
    Estimated miscellaneous expenses. 

  f. Provide two letters of recommendation (non-relative).      
  g.  Provide a letter from college advisor or a copy of high school credits. 

 2. Upon approval by the committee and NFWC President, a Promissory Note will be signed by the applicant 
     and parents of the applicant, guardian or other responsible adult. 

            a. Promissory Notes mature six months after graduation.  If a student does not complete the 
   course or ceases to be a full-time student, the note becomes due immediately.  All notes  
   bear interest of six (6) percent annually for a period of two years following maturity.  If not 
   paid by the end of the second year, the balance of the loan will bear ten (10) percent       
   interest.  If not paid in four years from the date of maturity, the balance of the loan becomes 
   due immediately. 

b.  Any change of marital status, address or phone number must be reported to the Committee        
 Chairman. 

Barb Merryman, 10 Tabor Place, Kearney, NE 68845—Pho ne: (308) 236-7242 E-Mail: barbmerryman@yahoo.com 

CONSERVATION/RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE—FRAN KASSMEIER, C HAIRMAN 

Keep saving your pop tabs as you have done for the past years. We have accumulated a great many, so keep up the 
good work. Also, use the little Ronald McDonald houses at your club meetings to collect extra money for the house. 

This year the special request for the Ronald McDonald House is for bed sheets, single size, both fitted and flat and 
laundry detergent. Snacks are needed at anytime. When families are away from home, lonesome and stressed, 
snacks are always good after a hard day. (We can relate to that-snacks are good for any reason!) 

AND keep conserving! Recycle whatever you can. Most towns have recycling bins. Conserve water, our most valu-
able resource. We have been fortunate so far this year with moisture, but now the hot, dry days are with us. 

Have a good and prosperous club year! 

EDUCATIONAL LOAN FUND—BARB MERRYMAN 



�
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS—JEAN HENNINGS CHAIRMAN 

CITIZENSHIP IN ACTION    

 * Remember your local Veterans this Veterans Day.�  

  * Support Military families in your area.�   

 * Collect and send coupons to military families overseas.���  

Sew Much Comfort  (new this year)�   Sew Much Comfort fills the adaptive need for veterans special medical devices and situa-
tions.���   

· VOTE and encourage others to vote.�  

·  Encourage qualified women to seek elected and appointed office�  

·  Celebrate the National Anthem Project -- get America singing "The Star Spangled Banner"������������������������� 

�COMMUNITY SAFETY PROGRAM�   

· Involve the community in National Night Out.�  

·  Contact the National Committee to Prevent Child Abuse for assistance in creating a volunteer child abuse prevention pro-
gram in your community.�   

·  Work with local law enforcement officials to develop crime prevention programs 

·  Review the GFWC Community Safety for Women fact sheets.�� 

�Home Safety �   

· Work with your local fire department to hold a fire safety awareness day�for children and parents.�  

· Remember to change batteries in smoke detectors when clocks change�back to standard time   

· Present a First Aid and CPR class at a club program.  Get involved in�food safety.  Distribute the Food Safety Quiz for Kids 
at your local school.�� 

�Vehicle Safety �  

· Promote the proper use of child safety and booster seats.�  

· Provide information to low income parents who can apply to the United Way for free seats donated by Ford Motor Co.�  

· Hold a public awareness event such as a fitting station for safety�and booster seats.� 

· Invite a speaker from AARP to educate members and their parents�about the 55ALIVE/Mature Driving Program.�   

· Promote the use of seat belts.���Please refer to the Public Affairs section in your GFWC Club Manual�  for other program 
ideas and for complete details on the items listed above.��� 

�SOPHOMORE PILGRIMAGE & LEGISLATIVE DAY ���   

Sophomore Pilgrimage will be scheduled in early April, 2009--the date� to be determined when the Legislative         
calendar is set.�  Legislative Day -- there will be a Legislative Day this session,  probably early May.�Club Presidents 
will receive a mailing in January with the exact dates,� the necessary forms and deadlines.�NEBRASKA LEADER-
SHIP SEMINAR, INC. (NLS)�In September your area school will receive a mailing with all the information as to date 
and location of the 2009 Leadership Seminar. In October, contact your school's Guidance Counselor (or perhaps 
social studies teacher) regarding choosing a student for the 2009 seminar.  Encourage the school to choose a stu-
dent and offer to pay all or part of the $150 tuition for the student. Send any donations to NLS, Box 5054, Lincoln, 
68505; include the name of the school and the student's name, if known.�Contact me if you have any ques-
tions.   Jean Hennings , NLS Corporate Board Member.�Jean Hennings, 7300 So. Wedgewood Dr, Lincoln, NE, 
68510�    Phone: 402-489-1266�    e-mail: ldjeanhennings@neb.rr.com   
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EDUCATION—DONNA LEFLER 

During my term I would like to establish a state ESO (Epsilon Sigma Omicron) if one does not al-
ready exist. Then, club members throughout the State would be encouraged to join. Some ESO 
activities could be: establish reading groups for study and discussion, promote local authors and 
their work, sponsor a book-signing event, promote reading at all age levels. 

Since libraries are an invaluable resource for every community, let us support the libraries in our 
areas. We could: develop a Books for Babies Program (provide packets that contain a baby book 
and information on helping babies develop a love of books and reading to new parents and care-
givers), celebrate library card sign-up month annually in September, bring library books to home-
bound seniors or individuals in nursing homes, sponsor a summer reading program for children, 
etc. 

Also, let us support Youth Literacy by supporting and distributing books to schools and libraries, 
bring children to a special club meeting and present them with books and read to them, Celebrate 
Dr. Seuss’s birthday on March 2 by reading to children in local schools and libraries and support 
Reach Out and Read by donating gently used books, giving donations and volunteering. 

Donna Lefler, 1110 Road F, Fairmont, NE 68354 Phone: (402) 268-6511  

Email: donna116@windstream.net 

Reaching Out Internationally  
programs and organizations give clubs many opportunities to help women and children around the 
world. This Chairman is hoping that more clubs will have  programs to report for 2008. Heifer     
Pro jec t  In te rna t i onal  and  Opera t i on  Smi l e  a re  two  tha t  we  a re  
perhaps most familiar with. It would be great if each would choose one new project to support in 
your clubs this year, also! Clowns Without Borders brings laughter to children suffering from HIV  
and AIDS who need to forget for a while, the tensions that darken their daily lives .Care programs 
work to improve women’s lives through basic education, prevention of HIV, increasing access to 
clean water, and expanding economic opportunities. UNICEF has a program to provide safe        
water/environment/ sanitation in developing countries. Some dates that can be celebrated in your 
clubs this fall are: October 16, World Food Day and United Nations Day, October 24.Contacts for 
program materials can be found in the purple Reaching Out Internationally section of your GFWC 
Club Manual. Watch for updates for these and other programs in the GFWC Clubwoman        
magazine 

Virginia White, 4848 Fort Kearney RD, Grand Island NE 68801 308-381-0969 white@kdsi.net  

THE FOLLOWING IS NOT AN ENDORSEMENT, BUT JUST AN IN TERESTING FACT — Did You Know? 

Cindy McCain is a hands-on philanthropist. She sits on the board of Operation Smile, which arranges for plastic 
surgeons to fix cleft palates and other birth defects. She also has helped organize relief missions to Micronesia. 
As many of you know, Operation Smile has been a project of GFWC for a number of years. 
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GFWC/NFWC FINE ARTS OPPORTUNITIES—JEAN KOLTERMAN 
    Mark your calendars for 2008-2009     
  Questions direct to Jean Kolterman, 1059 Plainview, Seward NE 68434        

(402) 643-3803 or dk05811@alltel.net 

GFWC/NFWC Annual Young Women’s Quiz Bowl…..     
 Wednesday, September 24, 2008 —Deadline September 17,2008                                                    
 Seward Civic Center, 616 Bradford Ave, Seward NE 68434                                                              
 A quiz bowl contest for young women only—grades 9-12                                                            
 Two divisions—Large school and Small school                                                                                
 Fee $50 per team-two team limit per school with 4-6 per team                                                    

GFWC/NFWC Women’s and Young Women’s Writing Worksho p    
 Featuring Megan Gannon-UNL Composition Professor and Phd Candidate-Focus on writing and  
 emphasis on poetry!          
 Bring writing to share! Wednesday, November 5th, 2008       
 Seward Civic Center, 616 Bradford Ave., Seward NE 68434      
 $10 per person in advance pre-registration—$15 at the door! (fee includes coffee, rolls and lunch!)  

Create a postcard from Nebraska         
 Students-Grades K through 4th         
 Draw a Nebraska Scene from the poetry of Ted Kooser’s “So This is Nebraska!”   
 Details will be again shared with clubs at our District meetings this fall.    
 Student’s art work will be due February 1, 2009. A special form will be sent to all clubs and every fourth 
 grade class in Nebraska by our Secretary of State John Gale. Watch for the club  mailing, too.  

Poetry and Short Stories          
 A friendly reminder—-Poetry and short stories are due on February 1st of each year and each club 
 should only send one entry per category in the student division. We encourage all of our wonderful 
 writers in the GFWC/NFWC Federation to “pen a few lines” for our next anthology in 2009! Send your 
 poetry and short stories to address at top of page by February 1, 2009! 

Anthology            
 The anthology is printed and can be purchased for $3 Add $2 for postage. Contact Jean. 

Indeed the “Arts are Alive” in our Federation and I a m excited to showcase so many wonderful examples 
from our GFWC/NFWC volunteer efforts. Thank you for  all your wonderful help! Indeed, we are truly 

“Unity in Diversity!” 

            JENNY JUNE AWARD DUE JUNE 15, 2009                       
      Bonnie Kruse Chairman  

Now is the time to identify a member of your club for the 2010 Jenny Award ! The award is named in honor of Jane           
Cunningham Croly, GFWC’s founder. Each club may nominate one member who has demonstrated club involvement,      
participation in the community, and commitment to her immediate or extended family. Nominations should emphasize the 
member’s entire lifetime of service. Clubs must complete and submit the official GFWC Jennie Award Nomination Form 
along with a maximum 500-word written narrative, a photograph of the nominee, three newspaper (or other media) stories 
about successful projects to which the member contributed, a letter of endorsement from the club president, and a letter of         
endorsement from a representative of another organization. Nomination forms and supporting materials including              
photographs will not be returned. All local club nominees will be recognized at the GFWC/NFWC State Convention in 2010. 
One nominee will be selected from Nebraska and submitted to the Mississippi Valley Region. Each of the eight national 
GFWC Jennie Award honorees (one from each GFWC Region) will receive roundtrip transportation to attend the 2010 GFWC 
Annual Convention in Omaha, Nebraska. Send all nomination forms and supporting materials to                                    
Bonnie Kruse, 303 E. N. Heights Drive, Seward Nebraska, 68434 postmarked by June 15, 2009.   
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Convention in Omaha, Nebraska. Send all nomination forms and supporting materials to                                      

      COMMUNICATIONS & PUBLIC RELATIONS   
 JOYCE GALLU 

CORRECTIONS FOR THE GUIDEBOOK: Publicity Book and Scrapbook coverage dates  for 2009 entries are from January 1, 
2008—December 31, 2008 and for  2010 entries the dates are January 1, 2009-December 31, 2009 

CALLING ALL CLUBS TO MAKE A COMPACT YEARLY HISTORY OF YOUR CLUB CALLED A PUBLICITY BOOK: 

1. Newspaper articles and evidence of TV and radio coverage: 50 percent  

2. Other kinds of publicity in the form of brochures, signs, fliers, paid advertisements, public service announcements, new mem-
ber kits, membership cards, and creative web page (please include examples) in a section following the clippings: 30 percent  

3. Presentation and ease of handling: 20 percent  

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 

State GFWC communications and public relations chairman should submit only one publicity book per state (the best) to GFWC 
headquarters. Materials in the books should have been prepared and printed or aired between January 1, 2008-December 31, 
2008 for the 2009 entry and between January 1, 2009-December 31,2009 for the 2010 entry. Publicity books are a documentation 
of a club’s outreach activity for the year. Be sure to put the name of the publication and date  the article appeared on each 
clipping.  Include all electronic media coverage, video, audiocassettes, and cds can be submitted, but do not put them in the book. 
Although publicity books are judged mainly on content, it is important that the material is presented in an orderly fashion, with   
articles securely fastened to pages and key information highlighted. The judges find it helpful if you provide one or two sentences 
(no more) explaining a project or program you have publicized. On the front page of the book, include the followin g: Name of 
the club, Name of the club contact, number of club members, City in which club is located along with p opulation figures, 
and local radio and  TV stations to which club news  was sent.                                                                                                                               
Print the name of your club and the contest year on the outside of the book. Entries should be in a light weight 8.5”x11” binder or 
cover (points may be deducted if the book is oversized and/or difficult to handle.)                         Do not put materials in more than 
one book. Enclose a self addressed stamped package of the necessary size with appropriate postage to ensure the return of the 
publicity book. 

                        Only those entries that include a self-addressed st amped envelope will be returned. 

# # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # #  

ACTION PLAN: 

Use GFWC preceding your club, district, state name and remind all new clubs do the same. Send concise media advisories about 
club projects. Write letters to the editor about your club. Send story suggestions to newspaper columnists. Prepare public service 
spots for radio stations. Distribute fliers. Co-sponsor events with other community groups. Set up information booth at events. 
Send publicity to various newspapers where GFWC was held. Suggest an interview by phone to newspapers, with GFWC. Use 
membership DVD from GFWC at meetings. Celebrate Federation day April 24 that will include members and prospects. Display 
GFWC Banner at Club meetings and events. Use GFWC emblem on all printed materials. Develop or update existing club bro-
chures. Order GFWC marketplace kit. Read GFWC Clubwoman magazine. Wear GFWC emblematic Apparel while serving at 
community projects. When local newspaper runs a major story on your club, etc, send a copy to the state communications and 
public relations chairman. 

AWARDS: $50 is given annually to one club in the nation to recognize creativity in implementing an effective communications and 
public relations program. The award is based on narrative reports. State GFWC Communications and Public Relations chairman 
should forward the winning state entry to the national GFWC Communications and Public Relations chairman by March 15 of each 
year. 

DEADLINES:  Club entries must be postmarked on or before March 1, each year to the state GFWC Communications and Public 
Relations chairman. State entry must be postmarked on or before April 1 each year  to GFWC headquarters attn: Publicity Book 
Contest, 1734 N St NW, Washington, D.C., 20036-2990. Be sure to include cover letter stating that the book is the first place winn-
ner from the state. When submitting the winning book to GFWC headquarters, each state GFWC Communications and Public Re-
lations chairman should include a note detailing the number of entries she received from the clubs in her state. 1st Place-$150 
2nd Place-$100 3rd Place-$75 Honorable mentions wil l receive certificates. 1st,2nd and 3rd place entri es will be on dis-
play at the GFWC International Convention. 

Joyce Gallu, 900 Walnut Ave West, Norfolk, NE 68701 -3945  (402) 371-0510 
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The Committees for the 2010 GFWC Convention met at the NFWC State Convention in April. All began making 
serious plans for the convention. The Chairmen of the 2010 Committees met on May 10,2008 at the Hilton   
Hotel and the Qwest Center in Omaha. The chairmen toured the hotel and convention center and were able to 
ask questions that could relate to their committees. Room rate for the GFWC Convention at the Hilton in 2010 
will be $169 for 1-4 people in a room. The Omaha CVB will work on finding another hotel that is close by if lower 
room rates can be arranged so that our volunteers could more easily afford to stay.     Volunteers who can only 
be there for the State Night dinner to be hostesses will only pay for the banquet and will not have to pay the   
registration fee.  NFWC will be given 40 day passes for volunteers who come in for a day to help. They will then 
be able to attend workshops and General Business Sessions that day. The Volunteer Committee will arrange the 
assignment of those passes. Meal functions are paid for separately from the registration. Fundraising is         
underway. Pat Gage and Nancy Galaway are chairing the Fundraising committee.  

I SAW YOU ALL IN CHICAGO 

As Co-Chair of the 2010 Fund Raising Committee, I felt I needed to go to Chicago to the 117th GFWC            
International Convention to see just what I was raising funds for and how it was done. I learned a lot!              
Everywhere I went I saw one of you there. At first glance it was your stature, hair color and big smile. Some of 
you were tall, some short and all excited about the future of Women’s Clubs. Every event was worth attending 
with great speakers etc. The Illinois girls were willing to share their fund raising dos and don’ts as were those 
from other states and I came home encouraged and proud that we women will be an important part of the 2010 
Convention in Omaha. Nancy Galaway and I have some exciting FUNd Raiser ideas we’ll be sharing with you. 
Look else where in this Clubwoman for your first glimpse at what your club can do. You’ll be hearing more from 
us. Thanks. Pat Gage, Co-Chair 2010 FUNd Raising. 

2010 GFWC Convention Committee Report—Kathy Flock 

FUNd Raising for GFWC Convention 

Omaha Hilton & Quest Center June 2010 
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Want "Rewards"? We’re giving them for: 

>Most Unusual FUNd Raiser 

>Most Money Raised by each Club  

>Most Money Raised per Club Member  

And other rewards as deemed worthy at 2009 & 2010 N FWC Conventions (Not just a Certificate) 

We’ll have a table at Mississippi Valley Regional i n Minot, ND in September, GFWC International in Ohi o 2009 
& in Omaha 2010. We’ll be offering the handiest of gadgets to keep track of your keys in your purse (n ever 
dump everything out searching for them again) and A lda’s Forever Soap that will    delight you and you r 
guests. Wait till you see them! We should have thes e items at District Conventions, too.                                    

And, we promise to put FUN  in our FUNd Raising.                                                                           
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d Raising.                                                                           
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Plant a Rose for Rose! �

�Did you know GFWC’s flower is the red rose ?  It was officially adopted at the GFWC Council 
Meeting in Milwaukee, Wisconsin in May 1940.   

And did you know that our new GFWC International President, Rose Ditto, hails from neighbor-
ing Kansas? 

So, it just seems perfectly fitting that our new Nebraska State President, Janice Predoehl, has 
adopted “Plant a Rose for Rose ” as one of her 2008-2010 projects.  Each club is asked to plant 
one or more hybrid tea rose  bushes in a visible, public venue in their community.  And of course, 
it should be a red rose , such as Mister Lincoln, American Beauty or my favorite, the Chrysler   
Imperial rose .   

As chairman of this  project, I would like to ask that next Spring, each GFWC club plant one or 
more red hybrid tea rose  bushes in their community along with a plaque with the GFWC em-
blem, your club name and month/year of planting.  I will be compiling a scrapbook with pictures 
that you send to me.  Several 4” x 6” pictures are requested:  a picture of your club members 
planting the rose  bush, a completed picture of your rose  bush with your club’s plaque, and lastly 
a picture of your rose bush in full bloom later in the summer.  You can begin sending the pic-
tures at the time you plant, and later in the summer send a picture of your rose  bush in full 
bloom.  Be sure to label your photographs on the back with the date the photo is taken, the club 
name, identify those in the photo, and of course, please identify the name of the rose  bush you 
selected to plant!  A   special scrapbook with your photographs will be presented to Rose Ditto at 
the 2010 International Convention. 

Pictures should be mailed to:  Cindy Pickel, Plant a Rose for Rose Chairman, P.O. Box 567, 
Elm Creek, NE 68836.  Questions…please e-mail:  cindypickel@catholichealth.net 

CLUB NEWS 
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GFWC Clarkson Woman’s Club 
theme “Girls Just Want to Have 
Fun” Officers took part in the Bo-
hemian Tractor Pull  during the 
Annual Clarkson Czech Festival. 
During which the club has their 
annual fund raiser-baking Czech 
food    during the festival. Pictured 
are:  Becky Knoell, Diane Uher, 
Trisha Steffensmeier, Kari       
Paprocki and Pam Hamernik. 
Photo courtesy: Diane Uher  

Members of  the GFWC           
Bennington Woman’s Club        
provided and served a meal at 
Ronald McDonald House on 
June 2, 2008. Pat Smith was the      
general chairman for the event. 
Pictured are those who served 
the meal: Judy Raumaker, Judi 
Boe, Doris Ostronic, Pat Smith, 
Diane West, and Marilyn Walz. 

Photo courtesy: Leola Bonge 

Pictured are the co-chairs: Judy 
Medakovich and Phyllis Pearson 

The 64 members of the GFWC Bellevue 
Woman’s Club welcomed over 450 guests to 
its fundraiser, April 12. The luncheon/style 
show, “Fashion Slate for 2008”, was held at 
the Lied Activity Center. Drawings for raffle 
prizes, theme baskets and door prizes. Fash-
ions provided by Coldwater Creek at Shadow 
Lake Towne Center, modeled by club mem-
bers and local personalities. Safe Haven, 
Public Library, Little Theatre, Habitat for Hu-
manity, Sarpy County Historical Museum and 
Food Pantry each received $1,000 from the 
p r o c e e d s  o f  t h i s  l u n c h e o n .                        
Photo courtesy: Jan Austin  
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MORE CLUB NEWS 

The Heritage League's Holiday of Trees celebrated its second year at its new location at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church last December. The Holiday of Trees features a variety of Christmas trees decorated 
by community organizations and volunteers. The two-day event also includes a boutique, coffee house, 
pantry, attic treasures, and a visit by Santa. With record profits, the club was able to make donations to 
M.A.D. DADS of Lincoln, ARC of Lincoln/Lancaster County, CEDARS Youth Services, the Child Advocacy 
Center, the Lincoln Community Playhouse, Noah's Assistance Dogs and Charlie Brown's Kids. The 2008 
Holiday of Trees will be Thursday and Friday, December 4 and 5. Tickets are $1 and ticket proceeds will 
benefit the Matt Talbot Kitchen. 

Our first meeting will be on September 23. We plan to enjoy the performances of UNL Music Scholarship 
winners, Emily Gasper and Alex Kornbluh, and a program by Barbara Mattley, an elementary school Art 
teacher, who will tell us how Art is easily integrated into the subjects of reading and math. New members 
also will be welcomed. 

Scholarships are of special importance to the Heritage League. In 2008 the Heritage League offered a 
scholarship to the Sophomore Pilgrimage to a student from each Lincoln public and private high school. 
Each year at least one music camp scholarship is awarded, and a $500 scholarship is given to a deserving 
female student at Southeast Community College. 

Imogene Cox, a charter member of the Heritage League, died on April 12, 2008 at the age of 92 and all 
memorials went to our club. Family, friends and members donated a total of $1,090 to the Imogene Cox 
memorial fund. Since she was still an avid golfer, we decided to have a bench installed in her memory at 
the Ager Jr. Golf Course between the 6th and 7th holes. The bench will be installed in August and will have 
a plaque that reads: 

Imy invites you to rest here. Heritage League 2008 

Ongoing projects of the club include "Pen Pals," exchanging letters and cards with students learning Eng-
lish; "Bucks for Babies," providing diapers and baby food for the youngest residents at the People's City 
Mission; and a white elephant auction to benefit "Operation SMILE." Several members of Raymond 
Woman's Club attended our May meeting to listen to the program on Domestic Violence given by Renita 
Tyrance, director of the Domestic Violence Program for the People's City Mission. 

 

New officers of GFWC Heritage League are Pat King, president; Jody Batten, first vice president; Sharon 
Griess, second vice-president; Judy Niemack, secretary; and Cec Cather, treasurer. (See attached photo). 
Nine members of Heritage League attended the NFWC Convention in Lincoln in April. At that meeting, 
Joyce Genoways was elected secretary of NFWC. District 1 officers from the Heritage League are Janice 
Crewdson, President, Beth Hamilton, President-Elect, Muffy Vrana, 2nd Vice-President, Jean Hennings, 
Secretary and Mary Lou Dempsey, Parliamentary Advisor. 

Pat King President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured are: From left to right-Pat King, Presiden t; Jody Batten, 1st Vice President; Sharon Griess, 
2nd Vice President; Judy Niemack, Secretary; Cec Ca ther, Treasurer                                                

Photo Courtesy: Joyce Genoways  
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2nd Vice President; Judy Niemack, Secretary; Cec Ca ther, Treasurer                                                
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In Memoriam 

Lillian Hobbs , mother of Kathy 
Flock. Lillian passed away last 
month. She was a long time member 
of the GFWC Lincoln Woman’s Club. 
Kathy was surprised with a phone 
call from her daughter, Heather,    
telling Kathy of a memorial for her 
mother. Heather has a friend, Joe 
Goldstein, who is about 85 and 
worked in the PR business. Heather 
called to say that he was going to 
donate a tree in Lillian’s name in   
Israel. He knew of her love of plants 
etc.  

Gretchen Mangold of  the             
B e n n i n g t o n  W o m a n ’ s  C l u b              
celebrated her 100th birthday in May. 
You may remember seeing her        
picture in the last issue of the           
Nebraska Clubwoman. She passed 
away on July 26th having lived for 78 
years in the home built for her and her 
husband as a wedding gift from her 
father-in-law. Two weeks after her 
100th birthday she moved into an    
ass i s ted  l i v ing  f ac i l i t y  nea r               
Bennington.  She was one of the   
members of the Bennington Junior 
Woman’s Club, who in 1948, started a 
library in Bennington. In early 1990 
she began serving the first of many 
terms on the Bennington Library Board 
and was honored by the     Nebraska     
Library Association as an outstanding 
volunteer. She won the crocheted   
bedspread. Raffled off as an NFWC 
fundraiser during Iris Koehler’s        
administration. The       bedspread 
moved to the assisted living facility 
with her. When GFWC urged member 
clubs to collect, document, preserve 
and  promote the history of GFWC 
clubwomen, “Gretchen’s Story” was 
told. It provided an inspiration for read-
ers to talk with and ask questions of 
their loved ones; thus preserving their      
journey on this earth. She served as 
an inspiration to all the members of the 
club by being an active member until 
age 99. 

Some of you may have     
received the GFWC email 
with the following informa-
tion, but for those of you that 
do not, I feel this is a project 
that is very important and 
one that many of you are 
working on. Please read and 
follow up. 

QUERY: GIRLS TOWN OR 
SIMILAR PROJECTS 

GFWC  would like to hear from 
clubs or state federations that 
have worked with at-risk girls in 
group settings. Many young 
girls across the nation are in 
crisis, due to abuse, family 
situation, emotional challenges, 
or social disadvantages. If your 
club or state has supported or 
invested time or funds on     
behalf of such groups. Please 
c o n t a c t  G F W C                    
Communications & Public    
Relat ions Director Nikki        
Willoughby. 

Taken from the August 14, 2008  
e-GFWC 

CLUBWOMAN MAGAZINE 

If you are not currently receiving 
the GFWC Clubwoman, I would 
highly recommend you subscribing 
to it NOW!  It is a well produced, 
packed ful l  of  information      
magazine that is only $10 per 
year. If your group signs up as a 
group, the cost is only $8 per     
person. You will find many helpful 
ideas, wonderful stories and they 
could be yours. All you have to do 
is send them in. So, I beg, plead 
and suggest, subscribe to the 
GFWC Clubwoman today. And I’m 
not even the Chairman.  LIZ 

VICTOR RIVAS RIVERS 

Leola Bonge would like to remind 
you that she has the CD of Victor 
Rivas Rivers moving speech, “I Am 
the Child the Village Helped Raise” 
from the GFWC Domestic Violence 
Luncheon in Philadelphia, 2007. If 
you are planning a program on   
Domestic Violence, it would be 
wonderful to use. When we used 
the CD at our club meeting, we had 
a picture (8x10) of Mr. Rivers in the 
front of the room to let those       
attending be aware of who was 
speaking. If you would like to      
borrow this for a club meeting in 
2008-2009, please contact me from 
now until December 15th so that I 
can make arrangements for you to 
have it. I will be out of state from 
January—April 2009, so the   
schedule needs to be set for your 
use. I would be happy to share this 
CD with your members. His book, 
A Private Family Matter, is also     
recommended reading. 

Leola Bonge     
PO Box 121               
Bennington NE 68007                
jbonge2@cox.net                          
402-238-2597 
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was held this year. Each year when we get 
together, family members from all over the 
US bring pop tabs to me. This year was a 
record. My cousin from Des Moines brought 
a kitty litter bag FULL. Another cousin from 
Texas brought some, too. Get creative, 
there are other organizations out there  
collecting, too. More competition out there 
for those tabs.�
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         Mary Stewart    “Collect for Clubwomen” 
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The above picture is of the mural 
that is in the Ronald McDonald 
House. Sorry, I do not have who 
sent this to me. But the reason it is 
in this publication is the Nebraska 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, Inc. 
is listed as a donor with all other 
major donors to the house. Thanks 
Kevin. 

These GFWC Papillion Junior Woman’s Club   
members took time recently out of their schedules 
to clean Halleck Park during April Clean-Up Days. 
The “duck” theme is to promote the club’s “Duck 
Paddle” fundraiser which takes place during    
Papillion Days in June. Members pictured from left 
to right are: Back row: Karen Crandall, Renee 
Black, Kristy Funk, Carol Milliken. Front row: Judy 
Anderson, Nancy Zaraya, Jackie Mach and 
Theresa Richey. The club also entered this photo 
in a contest sponsored by GFWC promoting   
community service with hats, gloves, and bags. 

The GFWC Papillion Junior 
Woman’s Club recently toured Pro-
ject Harmony, a community based 
child protection center. The GFWC 
Papillion Juniors has supported 
Project Harmony through donations 
of money and needed items. Pic-
tured are the members of the club 
who took the tour.  

New GFWC Papillion Juniors     
officers for the next two years are: 
Left to right Barb Jackson(installing 
officer), Marie Kuklinski, Treasurer; 
Royce Dent, Secretary; Renee 
Black, President-Elect; Karen  
Crandall, President. These new 
officers were installed at the club’s 
May meeting. 

Also at the May awards meeting, 
these Papillion Junior Woman’s 
Club members were recognized 
with the GFWC Silver Pins for 25 or 
more years of service to the club. 
Ladies receiving these honors were 
left to right: Bindy Frederick, Barb 
Jackson, Dee Alfrey, Jackie Mach, 
Jane Draper, Karen Olson, Kathy 
Flock and Carol Milliken. 

Fairmont Woman’s Club had a float 
at their annual       Fairmont Old  
Settlers’ Day on June 28th. Pictured 
on the float are Kay Harris who is 
the newest NFWC Fairmont 
Woman’s Club member and Teresa 
Schepers who has been a  member 
for 45 years. 

Photo courtesy: Judy Anderson 

Photo courtesy: Judy Anderson 

Photo courtesy:Judy Anderson Photo courtesy: Judy Anderson 

Photo courtesy: Donna Lefler 



Liz Gerberding                        
NFWC Clubwoman Editor            
PO Box 2343                        
Grand Island NE 68802�
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