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                                                                                                                EDITOR    ED LLOYD 
 

         
Stan Sez 
We just pegged out the fun meter with a fantastic fly-in.  Steve and Barb Wilson who live near 
Granbury, Texas put together another great event.  Our early arrivals had to work with some lower 
clouds with Jerry Bauerle working his way in from Louisiana and Janet/Alan Dicker coming in from 
Arizona.  On Thursday evening we went to a very nice Italian restaurant called Pasta Fina and had 
some great fellowship and food.  Friday’s activities included a lot of formation flying with Jim Frazee 
and Alan Dicker receiving their wingman cards, along with Wade Gillaspie and Dave Anderson 
receiving element lead cards later during the event.  Ed Lloyd stayed in the air almost solid for two 
days giving instruction and evaluation rides.  Great job Ed.  Friday lunch was cooked on the flight 
line by Alan Dicker and Keith Richbourg with burgers and chicken being enjoyed by all.  The ladies 
all went shopping so we sort of had a guy thing going.  Friday evening meal was Mexican food at 
the “The Jalapeno Tree.”  That was a fun night.   Saturday was a busy day with a fly-out to 
Breckinridge, Texas which pretty much cleaned off the ramp of Swifts, followed by a flight line meal 
cooked by RRSW chefs Hal Cope and Keith Richbourg.  Ed took a four ship of Swifts about 130 
miles South to do a fly by at Willow City, TX. for some F-105 pilots.   They had requested some 
quality flying so we put up four of our best and let the fighter guys check out our flyers.  Their 
response sounded like our guys did a great job.  Saturday evening was at Steve and Barb Wilson’s 
hangar at Pecan Plantation, a private airport just a short distance from Granbury.  Another great 
evening.  The Wilson gang treated us to some of the best Texas bar-b-que I have ever eaten.  We 
later visited a neighbor and viewed a “new” Swift which had recently been acquired by Doug Brown.   
Next we visited Dick Keyt and viewed the Polen Special (the little 300 mph airplane that sets all the 
speed records at OSH).  Dick Keyt is the owner/engineer of this airplane and it is ultra-aero clean.  
They are still looking for more speed and are currently working on what Swifters have done for 
years.  They are working on the cowling for maximizing airflow and minimizing cooling drag.  Lots of 
speed to be found in the cowling/baffling area. 
 
Next year’s tentative plans sound fantastic.  Barb and Steve are looking into the possibilities of 
having more if not all of our fly-in at Pecan Plantation.  We would be staying at a hotel that is part of 
the country club, which is part of this airpark.  Restaurants, marinas, golf, flying, the “S” word 
(shopping), and about everything else important to life is located in Pecan Plantation.  Lots of 
planning before we know for sure how it will go down but the Bonanza Society, Grumman folks, and 
99er’s have done it with great success so we are sure going to give it a look.  Thanks to all the 
RRSW gang who attended.  I realize that October is not only the best month for flying in Texas, it is 
also the month with the most conflicts.  We’ll be back next year so if you missed this one we’ll give 
ya’ll another chance.   
 
Stan 
 



Meet New Member Keith Richbourg ....  Waco, TX                        
 
I've been flying since I was 7 years old... Control Line - that is.  My Dad and I spent untold hours 
enjoying many of life's mysteries: how hot should the iron be to shrink the Monocote, how to hold 
you fingers so you don't Superglue them together, why does model airplane fuel feel cool on your 
hands but burn your fingers like "H-E-double hockey sticks" when you stick your finger in the prop?  
From there we moved on to ".049 Free Flight" and finally progressed to killing hot summer days 
flying R/C models in the Trinity River bottoms of Fort Worth.         
  
My infatuation with the Swift began some 20 years ago on a frosty morning during an EAA "Blue 
Nose" breakfast fly-in at Weatherford, Texas.  I was having a big adventure as a new pilot getting to 
see all sorts of antique and homebuilt aircraft descend from the crisp country sky for some hanger 
flying, pancakes and hot coffee.  As my Dad and I watched several classic fabric birds grease 
their landings to the north, we saw a beast of an airplane, by comparison, landing fast 
and commanding everyone's attention as it took the balance of the runway to come to a 
stop.  "What is that?!?", I asked my Dad, fascinated with the sleek, yet wicked looking airplane 
sporting wide gear, obvious power, and a "work of art" cowling.  Every other plane at the fly-in 
seemed to be of no consequence after the Swift made its appearance.  That first impression was 
probably enough to seal my fate, but after it roared overhead on takeoff, warbird-like gear 
retracting, I was hooked. 
  
Then life happened.  I went to college at Texas A&M to study Aerospace Engineering, discovered 
physics wasn't as much fun in the classroom as it was in an airplane and wound up with a business 
degree like so many other aspiring engineers.  Fortunately, there was not a recession going on 
when I graduated and I found a job that would wind up being my career.  Along the way, I have 
been blessed with a great wife, little girl, sporadic airplanes that I have been proud to own and fly, 
and the joys (?) and challenges (!) of being self employed in the floorcovering business. 
  
Unlike many of the Swifters I have met recently, I have no military or carreer aviation experience, 
just a lifelong fascination with flight and its machines.  I have had the opportunity to fly Cessna 
150's, 172's, restore (with my Dad) and get tailwheel certified in an L2-B Taylorcraft, speed things 
up with a Piper Clipper, and most recently enjoy a Culver Cadet as my first retractable experience.    
  
After buying and selling those that were mine over the years to "make payroll" for the business, buy 
a house, start a family, etc., I was ready for the next step in my flying "education".  After three-
pointing the Culver, it was hard to get excited about the thought of buying another tricycle gear.  I 
started getting the itch for flying again around Thanksgiving '08, so I began looking at Swifts on the 
Web over the holidays.  It was my first time to really learn anything about the Swift airplane.  Wow - 
that was a lot of information to digest!  Having been a Culver Cadet owner with virtually no 
"Type" association to be a part of, I was really impressed with the way Swift "Caretakers" had 
developed a sense of community and purpose to further and preserve this special aircraft.  Reading 
all the information I could and searching for Swifts for sale became somewhat of an 
obsession every night when I would come home from work.  At the least, it was a distraction from 
what I did everyday at the office! 
  
Finally, in the Spring, I saw a project advertised that seemed to have all the right ingredients: 
reworked vertical and horizontal stabilizers, new .040 skin on the fuselage and turtle deck, low time 
180 Lycoming, rebuilt gear, updated panel, good aluminum for a polished plane, good logs, the right 
price, etc.  I had found her!  Serial number 1452, born in 1945 as a GC-1B originally N3759K, then 
N388L, currently N836EC.                    --Cont.-- 
  



Due to my schedule and the likelihood of stalling on the project myself, I enlisted the help of Jim 
McNitt of Julesburg, CO to complete the restoration and reassembly.  He is a perfectionist and a 
real pro.  Thank you, thank you, Jim!  Much of the work had been done by Vaughn Armstrong at 
Swiftworks in Tennessee prior to my ownership.  I am the 15th Caretaker of this bird – 15 !!  
Amazing.  For the last two months, I have been telling people that I'm "two weeks away" from 
trailering her home!  But I realistically expect to have her in Waco for final wing assembly and 
rigging by November 1st.  I was hoping to have her flying by the RRSW gathering in Granbury but 
no such luck.    
  
Once my bird is ready, Ed Lloyd has been gracious to offer me his instruction.  I have a lot to learn 
but I am confident that I can master the flying characteristics of this aircraft with Ed's help.  I am 
taking every opportunity to learn from those that have "gone before" including attending 
the Tennessee and West Coast Nationals this year.     
  
Since I began this journey about one year ago, I have met a lot of great folks who have been eager 
to help and share their enthusiasm for this wonderful plane.  My thanks to David Turner, Stan Price, 
and Kyle Hooks for letting me fly right seat.  I had to wipe the smile off my face each time.  Look for 
me at the next Swift fly-in.  I'll be the one with the stupid grin on his face...   
Keith                                                                 

                                               Keith’s N836EC nearing completion in Colorado                          
 
Swifters on the Move   
 
Had a good number of RRSW folks attend Westover this year.  If you go West you sure gotta come 
East to get home.  Below is a good pix of Steve & Barb Wilson’s N3876K and Alan & Janet Dicker’s 
N3731K on the return from Westover at Big Bear Lake, CA.  Elev. 6748MSL.                                   



2009 RRSW AWARDS  
 
Best Original – Ben Wilson 
Best Modified – Wade/Terry Gillaspie 
Best Custom – Alan/Janet Dicker  
Longest Distance – Alan/Dicker 
President’s Award – Wade Gillaspie 
Silver Wrench – Ricky Anderson 
Outstanding Service – Hal Cope  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    
 
  
 
                                     
 
 

 
   Some Scenes from RRSW Gathering At Granbury…. 

                                          
             Hey Amigo---Wanna Fly 

Terry’s answer to a 
Sun-shield in a bubble canopy 

      

                                  
     
 
 
      
                                                            Wetbacks or Swifters ? En-route to Breckenridge 
 
 
 



The Kennedy Clan Out In Force 
The Kennedy family showed up at the RRSW Fly-In at Granbury in numbers we really didn’t know 
existed.  There was Tom (son of the founder, John Kennedy); Linda, (his wife of twenty years); John 
and Dan (Tom’s Sons), Clay (Dan’s son) and Trisha (Granddaughter).  Nice to have them join us 
and join in on the fun we are having with the Swift.    
 
Linda said she had never flown in a Swift so 
Steve Wilson and his son Ben set about 
correcting that problem in a hurry.  Ben got 
Linda all briefed and helped her strap in the 
C145 powered very original Swift owned by 
Steve and Barbara Wilson, problem solved.  
Linda thoroughly enjoyed the flight in a product 
brought into this world by her father in law, Mr. 
John Kennedy.  Linda said, “If you want to 
know anything about the Kennedy Clan just 
ask me….because I was there.”  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Swift N3027K To Be Resurrected….   
 

Doug Brown, Pecan Plantation, TX. recently acquired N3720K from the Bill Polley estate.  The 
RRSW gang pored over the Swift and decided he had made the deal of a lifetime.  The Swift 
appears to be in reasonably sound shape.  Doug related he had run the engine and taxied the bird 
but elected to do a thorough inspection prior to attempting to fly it.  Very smart decision.  The bird 
has been idle for a fairly long period of time.  Welcome to the world of the Swift Doug.  All of us in 
the Swift Association and particularly the RRSW stand ready to assist you in your endeavor.  
 

 
Trip of A Lifetime …Terry Gillaspie  
Wade and I flew to the West Coast Swift Fly-in on September 25-26.  However, we took the long 
way around.  We left Huntsville, Texas on Sunday, September 20th.  We flew 4 hrs. or 500 miles 
legs.  From Huntsville we flew to Great Bend, Kansas and had lunch.   From Great Bend, Kansas, 
we went on to Custer, South Dakota.  We stayed in Custer 2 nights.  We saw Mt. Rushmore, Custer 
State Park and Hot Springs.  From Custer we flew by the Devil's Tower in Wyoming then stopped in 
Butte, Montana.  We had a great lunch at Butte and then flew on to Portland, Oregon.  When we 
went over the mountains I keep asking Wade if we were high enough.  We got up to 12,500ft. and 
the view was wonderful. 
 
At Portland, Oregon we stayed 2 nights.  My college room-mate and her family live there.  So we 
got some good visiting in and went to the Evergreen Aviation Museum to see the Spruce Goose.  
When we left Portland, Oregon we flew down the West coast …. what a great view.  It started to fog 
in so we ended up stopping for lunch and fuel at Ukiah, California.  Finally, on to Jackson, 
California. 
We stayed 3 nights in Jackson.  It was wonderful seeing our Red River Swift group there: Steve and 
Barb Wilson, Alan and Janet Dicker and Hal Cope.  Hal, Bill Jennings, Wade and I flew to Columbia 
and walked around Columbia State Park.              



When we left Jackson, California we flew over the mountains at 13,500ft, then flew by Las Vegas, 
Nevada and on to the Grand Canyon, Arizona.  We landed at the Grand Canyon Airport and stayed 
at the Grand Canyon over night.  What a sunset and sunrise!  From there we headed for home. 
We flew over the Meteor Crater in Arizona and stopped at Portales, New Mexico for fuel, had lunch, 
and then on to Huntsville, Texas. 
 
Every place we stopped the people were great.  We always ate at the local places the airport 
managers recommended.  We were gone 8 days, flew over 14 states and traveled 4,380 miles.  The 
Swift preformed perfectly.  What a trip!  Terry 

                          Mt. Rushmore                                                        Devils Tower 
 
 
                                          Items pre sented herein are not guaranteed to be accurate and  are not intended for operational use 
 

 
Red River Swift Wing 
3005 Creekview Drive 
Grapevine, TX. 76051-4253 
email: swift3856K@austin.rr.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    
  (OTX1)  Pecan Plantation  --  2010 RRSW Fly-In Si te 

 


