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ABIAH’ CARPENTER OF WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND,
AND HIS FAMILY

With Additional Material Concernmg William' Carpenter of Providence,
Rhode Island, and William* Carpenter of Rehoboth, Massachusetts

Eugene Cole Zubrinsky

The first section of the preceding article puts right the widespread
misidentification of John® Carpenter (Joseph®, William*") of East Greenwich,
Rhode Island, as the son of Abiah’ Carpenter (William*") of Rehoboth and
Warwick. The present article undertakes to correct and augment the body of
remaining knowledge about Abiah and his family. This also creates the
opportunity (slight but sufficient) in appendixes to (1) examine the frequently
made claim that Abiah Carpenter’s father, William® Carpenter of Rehoboth, and
William' Carpenter of Providence were first cousins!) and (2) challenge the
virtually unanimous view that the latter William had married in England by 1635
and emigrated that year with his wife, son, and in-laws.

Born in Weymouth, Massachusetts, on 9 2d month [April] 1643, Abiah
Carpenter was the youngest child of William® and Abigail (Briant) Carpenter,
formerly of Shalbourne, Wiltshire/Berkshire, England, and ultimately (1644) of
Rehoboth.?! Though said to have been a mariner, the extent of his land holdings
and the nature and frequency of his public service point to his having been a
yeoman.’! He settled at Pawtuxet (northern Warwick),m Rhode Island, sometime

! William® Carpenter of Rehoboth was the son of a different William' Carpenter who left
England with William” and his family but who is not found in New England records (Eugene Cole
Zubrinsky, “The Family of William® Carpenter of Rehoboth, Massachusetts: With the English
Origin of the Rehoboth Carpenters,” The American Genealogist 70 [1995]:193-204, at 193, 203.).
A chart of the members of the two families discussed in this article and the preceding article is
found on page 54.

? Zubrinsky, “The Family of William® Carpenter” [note 1], The American Genealogist
70:193-94, 201, 203-04. This source, at 195-98, 200-02, also refutes Amos B. Carpenter’s
contentions (repeated by others) that William and Abigail Carpenter’s son Samuel was their
youngest child and that their children Abiah and Abigail were twins (see Amos B. Carpenter, 4
Genealogical History of the Rehoboth Branch of the Carpenter Family in America [Amberst,
Mass.: Carpenter and Morehouse, 1898], 46).

*See Carpenter, Rehoboth Carpenter Family [note 2], 46; George Emest Bowman,
“Plymouth Colony Wills and Inventories,” Mayflower Descendant 14 (1912):232; Marshall
Morgan, transcriber, More Early Records of the Town of Warwick, Rhode Island, Cherry Fletcher
Bamberg and Jane Fletcher Fiske, ed. (Boston: NEHGS, 2001), 43—44, 159 (constable), 166-327
passim (juryman), 340 (deputy); L. Effingham de Forest and Anne Lawrence de Forest, James
Cox Brady and His Ancestry (New York: de Forest Publishing Co., 1933), 131-32, 135. Not a
single seafaring reference is found in records pertammg to Abiah®. The mariner label probably
reflects confusion with Abiah® Carpenter (Oliver*, Abiah’), who died in 1729, apparently in the
West Indies, and whose death record calls him captain and mariner (James N. Arnold, Vital
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between 1 July 1661 and 13 July 1663, and died there after 14 December 1687
and probably before 26 December 1689 (certainly before 22 March 169[8/19).1°!
Abiah had married by 1667, probably at Rehoboth, Mary Redway, who was
bom there on 27 May 1646 and died probably at Pawtuxet (Warwick) after 1669,
certainly before 7 March 1676/7, daughter of J ames' Redway.”® 1t is reasonable to

Record of Rhode Island, 1636-1850, 21 vols. [Providence, R.I.: Narragansett Historical Publishing
Co., 1891-1912], 2:1 [Providence):263; Brady Ancestry, 138).

*The area called Pawtuxet is on both sides of the Pawtuxet River, partly in Warwick and
partly in Cranston (formerly southern Providence).

> More Early Records of Warwick [note 3], 153-54; Helen Capwell, transcriber, Records of
the Court of Trials of the Town of Warwick, R.I, 1659-1674 (Providence, R.I.: Shepley Press,
1922), reprinted as an appendix to Jane Fletcher Fiske, Rhode Island General Court of Trials,
1671-1704 (Boxford, Mass.: the author, 1998), 230; Records of the Court of Trials of the Colony
of Providence Plantations, 1647-1670, 2 vols. (Providence, R.I.: Rhode Island Historical Society,
1922),2:22,

¢ Abiah’s record of regularly performed public service ends abruptly with his grand jury duty at
Newport on 13 and 14 December 1687 (More Early Records of Warwick [note 3], 159-340 passim;
John Russell Bartlett, Records of the Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations in New
England, 10 vols. [Providence, RI.: A. C. Greene & Brothers, 1856-65], 3:233-34). He was
presumably deceased when “Rebecka Carpenter Daughter of Abiah Carpenter” was recorded in
the “Orphants” section of a list of grantees appended to Major William Bradford’s quitclaim deed
to the town of Rehoboth, dated 26 December 1689; those listed held “Rights and Tittells” to the
quitclaimed lands and dwellings (see Richard LeBaron Bowen, Early Rehoboth: Documented
Historical Studies of Families and Events in This Plymouth Colony Township, 4 vols. [Concord,
N.H.: Rumford Press, 1945-50], 1:56-57). Rebecca’s listing as a Rehoboth freeholder derives
from a passage in the will of her maternal grandfather, James' Redway, dated 26 July 1677 and
proved 4 June 1684, which instructs that “Rebeckah Carpenter the daughter of Abiah Carpenter”
receive twenty acres from the next land division (Plymouth Colony Probate, 4:2:73; Early
Rehoboth, 1:129). It may be technically correct to call Rebecca an orphan based on the death by
1676/7 of her mother, Mary (Redway) Carpenter (see note 8), and on the source and directness of
the bequest to her (Redway’s not naming Abiah a participant might have created the need for a
guardian). The term was/is more commonly used, however, to denote a fatherless or parentless
child. And in the four other instances in which the 1689 document lists orphan freeholders
comparably—“Sons of Nath. Cooper,” “Son of Nehemiah Sabin,” “Jacob Ormsbys Daughter,”
“Sons of M° John Mylles”"—the respective fathers are all deceased (Early Rehoboth, 1:57
Rehoboth Vital Records, 1:53a, 54a; Swansea Vital Records, A:147). An extensive search for
records of Rebecca’s guardianship and the receipt, registration, or disposal of her legacy has been
fruitless. The earliest record explicitly indicating that Abiah had died, however, is his son Oliver’s
Warwick deed to Benjamin Smith Jr., dated 22 March 1699, 11 William III [i.e.,, 1698/9], which
mentions “my honoured Father Abiah Carpenter deceased” (Warwick Land Evidernces, 1:184). As to
Abiah’s residence at the end of his life, the record of his son Joseph’s marriage to Mary Brown, on
18 March 1702/3, refers to his deceased father as “of Pautuxet in the township of Warwick” (Warwick
Vital Records, 1:2:16).

7 At Warwick on 14 September 1667, William and Mary Baker bound out their seven-year-
old daughter, Mary, to Abiah Carpenter, so that he and his wife (not named) “may . . . educat &
instruct [her] in all things that perteyneth to houswifery” (The Early Records of the Town of
Warwick [Providence, R.L: E. A. Johnson, 1926], 333).

8 Rehoboth Vital Records, 1:12; Bowen, Early Rehoboth [note 6], 1:132, That Abiah married
Mary Redway is deduced from her father James' Redway’s bequest to Abiah’s daughter, Rebecca
(see note 6, above; Richard LeBaron Bowen, “Early Rehoboth Families and Bvents,” Register 98
[1944]:172). (Redway’s will names three others, known to be another daughter’s child and two
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assume that Abiah remarried after Mary’s death—his children were then quite
young and perhaps did not yet include one known to have been his—but evidence
of it has not been found."?

sons-in-law, in the same fashion as it does Rebecca; that is, the relationship of each to the testator
or any of his daughters is unspecified. James Redway’s other daughters’ husbands are accounted
for.) Abiah, saying his wife was not well, declined in January 1669/70 to help neighbor children
save their parents from drowning in the icy river nearby; he was not held responsible (More Early
Records of Warwick [note 3], 32-34). Mary apparently had died before 7 March 1676/7, when the
Plymouth court ordered that her unmarried brother James® Redway’s estate be divided among [his
brother] John Redway and three unnamed sisters (Rehoboth Vital Records, 1:12; Plymouth
Colony Probate, 3:2:77). Her sister Lydia (Mrs. John) Titus had been buried at Rehoboth on 28
October 1676, leaving Redway sisters Sarah (Mrs. Samuel®) Carpenter (died [as Sarah Brooks]
Rehoboth 15 July 1717 [not 8 January 1717/8]; Martha (Mrs. Preserved) Abell (buried Rehoboth 1
March 1685/6); and Rebecca (Mrs. Jobn') Carpenter (died Woodstock [then in Mass.], 29
December 1702) (Rehoboth Vital Records, 1:54a, 57a, 2:230; Woodstock Vital Records, 1:11; see
also James N. Arnold, Vital Record of Rehoboth, 1642-1896 [Providence, R.1.: Narragansett
Historical Publishing Co., 1897], 804, has “Sarah Brooks, widow,” also as “a stranger” and born 8
January 1717/8, but these last two items are from adjacent entry in the original records). These
three are also the only daughters named in James' Redway’s will, written in mid 1677 (Plymouth
Colony Probate, 4:2:73).

® It is said that about 1668 Abiah removed to Musketa Cove (Oyster Bay), Long Island, with
Joseph2 (Williaml of Providence) and Hannah (Carpenter) Carpenter, his brother-in-law and sister,
and returned to Pawtuxet after Hannah’s death, about 1670 or 1673 (see Carpenter, Rehoboth
Carpenter Family [note 2], 46, 47; Daniel Hoogland Carpenter, History and Genealogy of the
Carpenter Family in America, from the Settlement at Providence, R.1., 1637—-190/ [Jamaica, N.Y .:
Marion Press, 19017, 35). But the de Forests, who identify 1668, 1669, and mid-1670 land and
court records putting Abiah at Pawtuxet during that period, contend that “[t]he evidence is against
the theory advanced that Abiah Carpenter removed to Long Island” (de Forest, Brady Ancestry
[note 3], 132). In fact Warwick townsmen chose him constable in June 1668 and juryman at least
annually from April 1669 to November 1673 (the latter date for the following February) (More
Early Records of Warwick [note 3], 158-59, 165-66, 174, 182-83, 190-91, 191-92, 209). A 1670
entry in Musketa Cove merchant Moses Mudge’s account book nevertheless names Abiah
Carpenter as indebted to him for a half-pint of rum (Henry B. Hoff, “The Albertson Family of
Oyster Bay, L.1,” The New York Genealogical and Biographical Record 109 [1978]:204). As
brief as Abiah’s visit to Musketa Cove must have been, his having been there at all in 1670 seems
to lend support to Amos Carpenter’s suspicion that Abiah “married for his second wife a sister of
Ann Wickes, second wife of Joseph Carpenter of Mosquito Cove” (see Carpenter, Rehoboth
Carpenter Family [note 2], 46; Abiah’s first wife is not mentioned). But the will of Francis
Weekes, dated 25 June 1687, mentions only two daughters—Ann, widow of Joseph Carpenter,
deceased, and Elizabeth, wife of Nicholas Simpkins—and implies no others, living or dead
(Oyster Bay Town Records, Volume I — 1653-1690 [New York: T.A. Wright, 1916], 411-12).
Seversmith’s impression that “statements made that [Abiah] married 2, Abigail Wickes . .. are
without foundation” thus appears valid (see Herbert F. Seversmith, Colonial Families of Long
Island, New York and Conmecticut, 5 vols. [Washington, D. C.: the author, 1939-58], 2:559). In
that Abiah’s wife was apparently quite ill in January 1669/70, however (see note 8), and that
daughter Rebecca could have been born as early as 1668/9 (she was presumably a minor at the end
of 1689 [see notes 6, 38]), it is possible that his 1670 visit to Musketa Cove was to secure a new
mother for his children. Abiah’s wife (not Abiah, as generally stated) testified at Newport on 25
August 1676 that “Wenpanaquabin of Pawtuxett...[who had been] liveing at Abiah
Carpenters . . . went away from their house sometime in May 1675”; her identity is unknown,
however (Rhode Island General Court of Trials [note 5], 67 [confirmed by image of original court
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On 13 July 1663 Abiah Carpenter, Joseph Carpenter, Benjamin Smith, and
Mr. Henry Reddock, all of “Pautuxett in Warwicke,” asked that the Warwick
Court of Trials transfer their prosecution “concerning a Riot” to the General Court
of Trials held at Portsmouth the following October.'” Mr. William Carpenter of
Pawtuxet (southern Providence) and John Sweet of Warwick posted a bond of
£100 sterling, guaranteeing the defendants’ good behavior and subsequent
appearance (at which the charges were dropped).!''! An original Providence
proprietor, bondsman William' Carpenter was the father-in-law of Abiah’s sister
Hannah, who married the above Joseph Carpenter.!'”!

The de Forests preface their account of Abiah Carpenter’s children thus: “The
Rehoboth Branch of the Carpenter Family (1898) contains so many obvious
inaccuracies and contradictions, especially in the sections concerning the children
of Abiah® Carpenter, Oliver* Carpenter, and Christopher’ Carpenter, that the
present writers have thought it best to construct the family line from other
sources.”!¥ The following discussion of Abiah’s children accordingly uses as its
point of departure not the eight children Amos Carpenter attributes to him but the
four presented first by Austin and later (in different order) by the de Forests:
Oliver (Warwick, North Kingstown); Joseph (North Kingstown, East Greenwich);
John (East Greenwich); and Solomon (South Kingstown).!'* Even this shorter list,
however, proves to be at once too long and yet incomplete.

The preceding article has established that John Carpenter of East Greenwich
was not the son of Abiah but of his brother Joseph. Solomon Carpenter of South
Kingstown describes himself in a 1719 deposition as aged about forty—one.[15 !'His

record (A:35), received by email from transcriber Jane Fletcher Fiske, 9 December 2002]. Sources
stating that it was Abiah who testified at Newport include John Osborne Austin, The Genealogical
Dictionary of Rhode Island, rev. ed. (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1969), 35-36;
Richard LeBaron Bowen, “The Arms of Richard Scott: Additions and Corrections,” Register 96
[1942]:192; Rehoboth Carpenter Family, 47).

19 Court of Trials of Warwick, in Rhode Island General Court of Trials [note 51, 230; Court of
Trials of Providence Plantations [note 5], 2:22.

" Court of Trials of Providence Plantations [note 5], 2:22.

2 Records of the Colony of Rhode Island [note 6], 1:19-20; Daniel Carpenter, Carpenter
Family at Providence [note 9], 13-16, 20-26 (citing The Early Records of the Town of
Providence, 21 vols. [Providence, R.1.: Snow & Farnham, 1892-1915], 6:138-50), 31, 313-14;
Rhode Island Land Evidences, Volume I, 1648-1696, Abstracts (Providence: Rhode Island
Historical Society, 1921; repr. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1970), 47. William of
Providence was also father-in-law of co-defendant Benjamin Smith, husband of William’s
daughter Lydia.

1 De Forest, Brady Ancestry [note 3], 135.

" See Carpenter, Rehoboth Carpenter Family [note 2], 58-59; Austin, Genealogical
Dictionary of Rhode Island [note 9], 35-36; de Forest, Brady Ancestry [note 3], 135-36; also
Seversmith, Colonial Families [note 97, 2:559. Relying heavily on the first two of these sources,
Alden G. Beaman combines their mistakes and ascribes nine children to Abiah; the paragraph he
devotes to Abiah himself is similarly replete with errors (see “A Line of Descent from Abiah
Carpenter of Warwick,” Rhode Island Genealogical Register 20 [1996]:8).

15 Austin, Genealogical Dictionary of Rhode Island [note 9], 36; de Forest, Brady Ancestry
[note 37, 135.
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calculated birth year of 1678 so closely matches the record of Solomon
Carpenter—born at Rehoboth on 23 December 1677, son of Abiah and Joseph
Carpenter’s brother Samuel and his wife, Sarah (Redway) Carpenter—that
without evidence to the contrary, the South Kingstown man must be considered
that couple’s son.!"® Oliver and Joseph Carpenter, on the other hand, generated
records naming Abiah as their father (see note 6). To them must be added
Rebecca, whose paternity is also a matter of record (see note 6).'"! Evidence of
other children has not been found.

Children of Abiah Carpenter, born probably at Pawtuxet (Warwick), i probably to
wife Mary Redway, ii almost certainly so, iii perhaps not:

i. OLIVER* CARPENTER, b. probably by 1667 or 1668; d. North Kingstown, R.I.,
between 4 Oct. 1727 and 20 Nov. 1727;"* m. (1) say 1693, a first wife, perhaps
identical with his wife SARAH who was the mother of his son William
born in 1701;"” m. (2 or 3) Yarmouth, Mass., 6 Nov. 1721 SARAH OKILLEA.*

On 3 Sept. 1675 the Providence constable was ordered to bring more than
a dozen people, including “Abiah Carpenter, & olivour Carpenter,” before a
colony magistrate to answer the complaint of Samuel Reape, apparently arising
from an incident the previous year.”! Presumably Oliver had by then reached
the age—seven, under English common law—at which moral discernment was
thought possible.” When in July 1687 and again the following December he
killed a wolf,”™ Oliver was presumably at least in his late teens. The birth year
of John Carpenter of Norwich/Windham/Stafford, Oliver’s eldest son and
probable first child,** is roughly estimated as 1694 (see the preceding article).

' Rehoboth Vital Records, 1:6, 44. Amos Carpenter makes two men out of Solomon,
attributing him to both Abiah® and Samuel’ (see Carpenter, Rehoboth Carpenter Family [note 2],
59).

17 See also Plymouth Colony Probate, 4:2:73; Bowen, Early Rehoboth [note 6], 1:57, 129.

'8 Letters of administration granted him on son Oliver’s estate (East Greenwich Probate,
1:71); his own estate inventory presented, widow granted letters of administration (North
Kingstown Probate and Town Council Records, 6:253, 254).

1 Arnold, Vital Record of Rhode Island [note 3], 1:1 (Warwick):154 (birth of child William 9
June 1701, son of Oliver and Sarah Carpenter).

2R, Dudley Kelley, “David Okillea of Yarmouth, Massachusetts, and Some of His
Descendants,” Register 151 (1997):141; North Kingstown Probate and Town Council Records,
6:251.

2 Early Records of Providence [note 12], 15:141-43, 144, 146-47.

22 See William Blackstone, Commentaries on the Laws of England, 2nd ed., 4 vols. (Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 1765-69), 4:23, online at www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/blackstone/bk4ch2. htm.

2 More Early Records of Warwick [note 3], 260.

* Amos Carpenter identifies the first-mentioned son in Oliver Carpenter’s will (proved
November 1727) as Oliver (Carpenter, Rehoboth Carpenter Family [note 2], 58). In fact, however,
the name was obliterated by fire damage in 1870, as were the will’s date and certain other
information (see North Kingstown Probate and Town Council Records, 6:249-51; Lucille B.
Beaman, “Abstracts of North Kingstown, R.I., Wills,” Rhode Island Genealogical Register 7
[1984]:56). The testator had given “him a Considerable part of my Estate a[lready],” as he had the
next-named son, “Christo[pher]” (“he having Received al[ready] a Considerable Farme”). These
two are the only legatees so described, and, accordingly, their bequests are by far the smallest.
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Applying to his father the same assumptions used to approximate John’s birth
year (i.e., marriage at age twenty-five, first child born the following year), we
arrive at a birth year for Oliver in the neighborhood of 1668. This comports
well with his minimum age when named in the aforementioned 1675
complaint and with the earliest record of his father’s being married, dated in
1667 (see note 7).

If, as above, Oliver’s mother was probably Mary Redway, one might ask
why her father’s will (1677) names Abiah’s daughter, Rebecca (see note 6),
but not his son Oliver.”) The answer lies in the age-sex profiles of the other
two of James' Redway’s several grandchildren (mostly boys) to receive
bequests. One is “David Carpenter the son of Samuel Carpenter,” seventh and,
at age two in 1677, then youngest child of Samuel and Sarah (Redway)
Carpenter; the other is to be the first child (whether boy or girl) of the
testator’s expectant daughter Rebecca (Redway) Carpenter.*® Rather than
favoring his older, male grandchildren, Redway’s bequests commemorate
recent and impending births, regardless of sex. So while it is possible that
Oliver was born to someone other than Mary (Redway) Carpenter, his
omission from her father’s will is not evidence of it.

it. REBECCA CARPENTER, b. after 26 Dec. 1668 and by 7 March 1676/7; living (and
under 21) on 26 Dec. 1689 (see notes 6, 8, 38).

Of the sources that name Abiah Carpenter’s children only the bloated list
first presented by Amos Carpenter includes a Rebecca.*” His brief account of
her—“probably m. Samuel Wilson of Norton, Mass.”—is nevertheless
problematical: Samuel Wilson was not of Norton (adjacent to Rehoboth) but
Newton (contiguous with Boston and Brookline).* The Rebecca whom he
married (as his second wife) was a widow and had acquired from her previous
husband the Carpenter surname under which she married Wilson. She married
four times in all: first to Ephraim Hunt of Rehoboth (m. ca. 1686 [first child b.
1687]); second to David Carpenter of Rehoboth (m. there 22 Nov. 1697); third
to Samuel Wilson (m. Rehoboth 25 Nov. 1706); and fourth to Lt. John Wilson

Oliver is recorded as having in 1724 given land to three sons—Oliver, John, and Christopher—but
the first of these died about two months before his father (East Greenwich Land Evidence, 4:33—
34 52-53, 62-63; East Greenwich Probate, 1:67-69, 71). It is thus reasonable to conclude that the
elder Oliver wrote his will after his namesake son’s death and that the missing name of the first
legatee is not Oliver but John. The first daughter named in Oliver’s will (after all seven sons) is
Sarah (surname burned). That she did not marry until 1739[/40] makes it likely that John rather
than Sarah was Oliver’s eldest surviving child (see Arnold, Vital Record of Rhode Island [note 3],
7:139 [Narragansett Monthly Meeting]). Oliver* Carpenter’s will, incidentally, does not mention a
son Solomon, the name substituted for Christopher in several abstracts (see Rehoboth Carpenter
Family, 58; Austin, Genealogical Dictionary of Rhode Island [note 9], 35; de Forest, Brady
Ancestry [note 3], 136).

2 Plymouth Colony Probate, 4:2:73; Bowen, Early Rehoboth [note 6], 1:129.

% plymouth Colony Probate, 4:2:73; Bowen, Early Rehoboth [note 6], 1:129; Rehoboth Vital
Records, 1:6, 35; Zubrinsky, “The Family of William® Carpenter” [note 1], The American
Genealogist 70: 203 04.

27 See Carpenter, Rehoboth Carpenter Family [note 2], 58-59.

28 Rehoboth Vital Records, 1:174, 193; Vital Records of Newton, Massachusetts, to the Year
1850 (Boston: NEHGS, 1905), 517; Middlesex County Probate, File 25176.
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of Billerica, Mass. (m. Rehoboth 25 May 1713).% She died at Rehoboth on 14
April 1749 in her 85th year.”

In that Amos Carpenter clearly stumbled into identifying this Rebecca as
Abiah Carpenter’s daughter, it is ironic that considerable circumstantial
evidence supports that conclusion, even though the following discussion will
show that the much-married Rebecca was not the daughter of Abiah Carpenter.
Two of her four children with first husband Ephraim Hunt—Daniel (b.
Rehoboth 1687, m. Dorothy Ballard) and Sarah (b. there 1690, m. Thomas
Bowen)—had sons named Oliver (b. Rehoboth 1721 and 1718/9,
respectively).”"! There is no known precedent for this relatively uncommon
name among Hunts, Ballards, Bowens, or their relevant allied families, and its
only instance theretofore among Carpenters is as the name of Abiah’s son.
Rebecca’s second husband, David Carpenter, was the son of Samuel [and
Sarah (Redway)] Carpenter named in James' Redway’s will (above) and
therefore a nephew by bitth of both Abiah Carpenter and Mary Redway.?*?
David and Rebecca Carpenter's daughter, Rebecca, married at Rehoboth in
1720, Joshua Abell, son of Preserved and Sarah (Bowen) Abell; Preserved
Abell’s first wife had been Mary Redway’s sister Martha.™! And Rebecca’s
fourth husband, John Wilson, was the brother of Elizabeth (Mrs. Isaac)
Hildreth of Woburn and Chelmsford, whose daughter Joanna married at
Rehoboth in 1719, James® Redway.*"

As suggestive as the foregoing facts may seem, important evidence
distinguishes Rebecca of the four husbands from Abiah’s daughter: By
December 1689, when Abiah’s daughter was listed among Rehoboth
freeholders under her maiden name and as an orphan (see note 6), Rebecca
(Mrs. Ephraim) Hunt had been married for about three years[® As
administratrix of her first husband’s estate, moreover, Rebecca Hunt presented
(on 23 Oct. 1696, almost two and a half years after his death) an account of
debts chargeable to it that includes the following items: “Payd to David
Carpenter when his time was out - - - [£]13=00=00" and “Payd to David

* Rehoboth Vital Records, 1:64, 89 (not 91, as in Arnold, Vital Record of Rehoboth [note 8],
838), 92, 93a, 157, 164 (not 96), 171, 174 (not 170), 193; Vital Records of Newton [note 28], 517,
Bristol County Probate, 12:68; Middlesex County Probate, File 25176. The birth years of
Rebecca’s four husbands (the last two were not related) range from ca. 1651/2 to 1675; she
survived the last one by fourteen years (Vital Records of Bedford, Massachusetts, to the Year 1850
[Boston: NEHGS, 1903], 141; Vital Records of Roxbury, Massachusetts, to the End of the Year
1849, 6 vols. [Salem, Mass.: Essex Institute, 1925], 1:387; Rehoboth Vital Records, 1:6, 11).

*Rehoboth Vital Records, 2:257; Marion Pearce Carter, transcriber, The Old Rehoboth
Cemetery . . . (Attleboro, Mass.: the author, 1932), 57 [FHL 0,022,366, item 14].

*! Rehoboth Vital Records, 1:64, 126, 177, 2:194; Arnold, Vital Record of Rehoboth [note 8],
464; Vital Records of Lynn, Massachusetts, to the End of the Year 1849, 2 vols. (Salem, Mass.:
Essex Institute, 1905-06), 2:32.

2 Plymouth Colony Probate, 4:2:73; Bowen, Early Rehoboth [note 6], 1:129.

3 Rehoboth Vital Records, 1:12, 22, 45, 48, 92, 2:135. The printed record of Preserved Abell
and Sarah Bowen’s marriage mistakenly gives his forename as James (see Amold, Vital Record of
Rehoboth [note 8], 3, 42).

* Bugene Cole Zubrinsky, “Joarma Hildreth, Wife of Captam James® Redway of Rehoboth,
Massachusetts . . .,” Register 146 (1992):339-40.
» Rehoboth Vital Records, 1:64; Bristol County Probate, 12:68.







