A Non Expert Approach

Reef and Reef Tank
Photography



Main Topics

Underwater Photography

Choosing a digital camera and ccessories
Setting your camera

Using your digital camera

Post Processing on the computer

Topics of interest (your interest that is, not
mine)



Underwater Photography 101

Challenging to frame subjects, many are
moving, as well as waves and current

Hard to hold camera steady in moving water
Underwater housings are available for some
cameras, search online to find them

Water tint causes color shifts in photos,
require post processing on computer to fix
Take a lot of photos, a few may come out!



Choosing a Camera

Point and Shoot, Prosumer, or DSLR
Close-ups with Macro mode or lens
Megapixels z does it really matter?

Do | need an expensive camera?

Before you buy, shop around and research on
sites such as DPReview.com.



Useful Accessories

Tripod 7 extremely helpful to keep camera
steady and get sharp photos

Macro lens, diopters, etc. can help take close-
up shots.

Extra memory cards, memory card reader
Dark sheet or towel

Glass cleaner and micro-fiber cloths

Glass scraper (for the inside of the tank)



Setting Your Camera

Set to high quality mode

Low compression

ISO to as low as possible

Autofocus to center mode or spot mode
Meter to center mode or spot mode
Flash Off



Tank Photos

Meter for the main subject in tank, use spot
metering If necessary

Darken the room, only use flash if necessary
Wear dark clothes, close blinds and curtains,
use a towel or sheet If still too many
reflections

Turn off pumps if possible

Clean glass, inside and out

You can always clean up on the computer



Keep pumps off, slows down fast moving fish
~eed fish to bring out shy subjects

Use fast shutter speed as fish will usually be
moving

Easier to wait than chase

Meter and pre-focus if you can

If using flash, shoot at slight angle to glass
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Corals (and other slow moving

things)

USE ATRIPOD!!

Position camera as close to glass as possible
to cut down glare

Macro lens, or camera macro mode to get
really close

Vary exposure If you can, try underexposing
to get more saturated deeper color

Use self-timer
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Editing on the Computer

A number of free or very lost cost programs
are available
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experiment

Fix colors if they seem to be too muddy or off
balance (blue or yellow)

Crop to get main subject where you want it
Remember to save smaller images if you
want to upload



References and Discussion?

You can find many great sites on the web to

get deeper into this subject. One great one Is:
www.ximinasphotography.com

Areas of interest?



http://www.ximinasphotography.com/

