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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS:

THINGS YOU NEED TO DO NOW FOR COLLEGE

FRESHMAN YEAR
September
1. See college counselor to plan the proper series of high school
 
courses (Fine Arts elective, etc).
2. Choose your extracurricular activities.
3. Keep your grades high.
4. Start your scholarship search.
January
1.   College is only four years away. If you haven't already, start a savings plan.
April
1.   Do a "needs analysis." (Determine how much money you have saved for college, add that to the amount of money awarded to you in scholarships, and subtract the total from the amount you expect to pay for your college education. You now know how much more money you need to go to college.) If you need help determining your need, go to the College Board's Website at http://www.collegeboard.com. They have a free interactive worksheet.
SOPHOMORE YEAR
September

1.   Go online or to the library to begin scouting schools you might attend.
October
1.   Study and take the practice PSAT, the shorter version of the SAT.
January
1.  Keep feeding the college fund.
April
1.   Take a second look at your "needs analysis."
JUNIOR YEAR
October

1. Take the PSAT. This time the test will count. High scores may qualify you for a National Merit Scholarship, a Coca-Cola Scholarship, or other national scholarships.

2. Do a practice college application.
3. Attend a “ One stop shopping… College Night”
March

1,
Write to the first, second, and third colleges you're thinking of entering.
2.   Keep up your scholarship search. Look in your own backyard (home area).

 April

1.   Take the SAT or ACT test.
June

1. Think of narrowing down your college choices. Write for college “early”applications and financial aid information.
2. Check out any “Family and Employer” scholarships/financial aid connections.
3.    Get a job to help with the college fund.
SENIOR YEAR
August

1. Think about how close you are to your goal or how far away you are (specifically in terms of
of your college fund). Check with your college for financial aid forms and deadlines.
2. Make plans for the rest of your senior year.
3. Line up people to write you recommendations.
4. Talk over college plans with your guidance counselors, teachers, friends, and parents.
5. Start your scholarship applications.
6. If you qualify register for all dual college credit coursework (Eng.100,101,102).
September

1. Write to three colleges for applications.
2. Register for the October SAT or ACT test (if needed).
3. Make plans with your friends to visit a college or university in October-December. (Homecoming is a great time to visit any college or university.)
October

1. Practice writing essays.
2. Visit colleges with your friends.
3. Continue working on your scholarship search.
November

1. Take the SAT or ACT if you haven't already.
2. Practice writing essays some more.
3. Make sure your recommendations have been completed.
4. Complete all “Early Applications”.

5. Register for spring semester dual college coursework. 

December

1. Check local civic clubs for scholarships.
2. Check with your counselor for a new scholarship list.
3. Complete any of your parents' or grandparents' workplace scholarships.
January

1. Complete the FAFSA online.
2. Make sure you've submitted your college applications.
3. Check on local scholarship deadlines.
4. Work more on your scholarship search.
5. Talk to your college counselor and your chosen school about financial aid.
February/March

1.      Remember to do your best to keep up your last semester of high school grades. 

April

1. Check with your college about your financial aid package. If you haven't heard from the college of your choice, write to the admissions office.

May
1.   Write thank you letters to everyone who helped you.

2.   Notify the schools whose offers you're declining. Write special thank you notes to anyone at          those schools telling them what you've decided 
3. If you completed the dual college credit courses, transfer all earned credit to your new school.
June

1. Take it easy and get a job to help out with the college fund.

August

1. Explore your college and all its career opportunities while you adjust to a new academic life.

2. Keep in mind the most dangerous “drop out” time for college students is the first 5 weeks and the last 5 weeks of the school year. Call your “old” counselor, teachers for help.
3. Remember who you are and where you’re going.

###

How To Fund Your Future

The cost of higher education is increasing every year, if you want to secure adequate funding for your future, and we all know your future depends on a college degree, we must begin now.
This addition to the Lourdes College Info Website is the first installment of new web pages and links to more sites and articles, designed to provide a step-by-step procedure to assist your success. Continue to watch for updates and we will discuss those necessary elements of securing funds and procedures that have worked for many—why not you?
Every year thousands of college age student’s shop for various types of financial aid and scholarships. For some this search is successful, then there are those who depend on a “parental” scholarship but for a vast majority of students the search it is a fruitless activity.
Today, many qualified students have been accepted for admission to the college of their choice but have to defer their attendance because the funding for their education is lacking.
The price of higher education in the U.S. is very high. Tuition, fees, and room and board at many private liberal arts colleges vary but on a low- average cost from $40,000 in the East to $20,000 in the Midwest. The least expensive option for many prospective students is State Colleges, Universities, Community Colleges, or a technical school system. But even these institutions are rapidly becoming out of reach for the average student.
Before prospective students are able to adequately fund their higher education, there are several aspects we must prepare for now before the school of choice is diminished to the "best I can do." Listed below are some strategies you may find helpful in your search for the "right" funding.
1. Start the search for aid early.
2. Assess your financial needs.
3. Assess your financial preferences.
4. Create a list of institutions.
5. Contact the schools' financial aid offices.
6. Secure the application materials.
'
*    *    *

Really big hint:

Start thinking of your college search as another class you are taking this year –It’s called COLLEGE 101, set the days and time, sit at your computer or desk and your first assignment is to collect the information below:

Scholarship Committees/Funding Sources Need:
1. Official scholarship application that you must request or printout from the online source.
2. A copy of the original printout of your SAT or ACT test scores.
3. Your high school academic transcripts, both official and unofficial.
4. Letter(s) of recommendation that could also be a short biographical summary.
*   *   *
Financial aid doesn't happen to people. You have to make it happen. You need facts, not guesswork. You need to know what you have to do . . .when you have to do it. . .and HOW TO DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME.
What are the chances a student will qualify for financial aid? How much might they be eligible for? How do the colleges put a financial aid package together? How does a student go about seeking out sources of private scholarships? Which student loan programs are most likely to fit a particular student's circumstances? Where does one start?
These are questions that plague millions of students every year. 
=
As a start, we will begin with the list of some items needed to start the process. In the next few installments, we will elaborate in depth and to some detail on how you succeed in these tasks:
1. Listing your accomplishments.
2. Assessing your career goals and academic interests.
3. Contacts and correspondence.
*   *   *
HOW TO LIST YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Scholarship committees want to know you –more than that they need to know you and you must validate their choosing you as the recipient of a great deal of money. If you understand what they need to know, filling out the scholarship application becomes more than just listing academic honors or the achievement of athletic skills. While academic and athletic performance are most certainly reasonable indicators of scholastic success, they are not the only criteria that scholarship foundations and organizations evaluate prior to the granting of awards.
Professional and fraternal organizations are interested in academic standing and grade point average, of course, but equally important is the well roundedness and activity-oriented level of a potential awardees. Areas that indicate well roundness are student government, literary publications, yearbooks; school sponsored clubs, community service and volunteer activities. 
According to The Chronicle of Higher Education, recent research indicates those students who participate in extracurricular activities tend to achieve higher levels academically than do those whose only activity is the school day.
For example, two students are applying to the same academic foundation for a scholarship . . .
Student A: 3.9 GPA, sings in school choir.
Student B: 3.4. GPA, student president, captain of the girl's volleyball team, candy stripe volunteers for a community hospital.
Which would you choose? Most committees would choose Student Band and she would be granted the scholarship over Student A. The reason; Student B demonstrates activity and achievement in several areas and displays the capacity, through those experiences listed, to integrate in the adult world and contribute to it despite the lower GPA.
So how do you list your accomplishments?
1. Start by listing all the school sponsored clubs and organizations in which you have       participated during your time in high school.
2. List all of your community service activities.
3. Highlight the offices you hold or have held in any organization.
4. List all of your athletic and other extracurricular activities.
5. List ALL languages you speak and write as well as any travels you have experienced
abroad.
6. List your hobbies and any special talents you possess.
Now that you are aware of how you "look on paper," put this list in a safe place and in a future assignment for your official English class we will write a personal essay which can be used in preparing a scholarship application letter.
More later…

