Living a
Great Impact, .. .
We are all called to live a life that
glorifies God our Father. We all do
reflect Him, accurately or not. Some of
us have more impact than others. Those
Christians that live a life of great impact
challenge me, through their life and in
their death.

During this last 3 months a man who
lived this way has gone to be with his
Maker and to hear the words of Christ
when he says “"well done thou good and
faithful servant”. This man was a leader,
a pastor, a counselor, a discipler. He
served Growing Families International as
the regional director in the Southwest for
years. He was the Family Pastor at East
Valley Bible Church. He taught and lived
discipleship wherever he was.

Chris Christiansen lived the last few
years of his life battling brain cancer and
the effects of the treatment. Ami and I
attended the memorial service on August
5th in his honor. The service was a time
of sorrow and joy, tears and laughter. It
was a time of personal challenge. This was
a man who came from a non Christian
childhood to become a man who impacted
hundreds directly and thousands more
indirectly. The service was attended by
hundreds of men and women. There were
community leaders, church and ministry
leaders, and men. Lots of men. Men that
Chris took the time to disciple. Men he
led to fall in love with God and God's
Word through his teaching and through
his life. I sat in the service and listened
to man after man stand up and speak
about how Chris would drop what he was
doing and make the time to listen to them,
to pray with them or to serve them in a
myriad of ways.

The question in my heart and I
believe in the hearts of many of those
attending the service was, "Who will stand
up at my memorial and what will they say?"
Will T have impacted anyone? Will I have
been the friend that others could count
on? Will I even have impacted my own
children so powerfully? So I am challenged
to be more than I have been towards my
God, my family and my friends and the
men around me.

To God be the Glory for every
breath we take.
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* Are you remembering to give your children
the "Freedom to Fail'? As they start a new
school year, do your children know they can
come to you when they fall short?

* Are you still giving the moral and practical
reasons why? If you've been doing is for a
while, start asking them what the reasons
are!

*  Are you losing peace and joy in yourself
and your children? Could it be consistency
in discipline that is lacking? Often in the
interest of convenience or temporary peace,
we become inconsistent, leading to added
strife and irritated parents and children!
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A ‘Parentinq ‘Greasure

from th; ‘Word
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"He who fears the LORD has a secure
fortress. and for his children it will be a
refuge.” Proverbs 14326 Are you
beins an umbrella of protection over

your children throush
relationship with God?
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Marwri is fun! Marii is
exciting! q%@miag,@ lﬁ/ fublilling! e
%wmg/@ Ly @ process. %wmg/@ s
death to w@ (Wlwmiaq@ is %azg,mmg/
(7%74504,@ is haid.

9 may sound ironic but we' ve D@aund
that mawii can be all these L/ng,s/ ~
even in the same 24 houv peviad! In
Déact/, we've discovered that the mowe a
mavi contains the taug/z/, txuzl,mg/,

D@a@wmg/ side, then the mave genuine and
ﬂa&ting/ the %un/ and %weﬁ(%mg/ sides will
be.

(7%74504,@ is an at, but it is an art
that requires disciplim. Dt demands the
db'sci/zéi//w/ ta be bmseéﬁs/v, ta be %m@/
D@az?wm% to be a sewant. And then it
tequires the désci/z@m@ (Ws/, désciplima ) to

FUN [dea oF
tHe Quarter

THiS year our FaMiLy HaS beeN MaKiNg itS
Way tHrougd a FLp caLeNdar catted,
"Love TaLKS" For FaMiLieS (tHere S
aNotHer caLeNdar For coupLeS). It iS by
Gary CHapMaN aNd RaMON PreSSon. We've
alL eNjoyed goiNg arouNd tHe tabLe at
diNNer aNSWeriNg queStioNS LiKe “WHat
i$ ONe OF yoyr Favorite StorieS that
your parentS tewL about you®" or, "IF
you could aSK God aNy queStioN WHat
Would you aSK®" or, "RecalL a tiMe you
Were realLy eMbarrassed.” [t HaS opeNed
Up NUMerouS occaSioNS For WoNderfuLLy
iNtiMate CONvVersSatioNS aNd reaLLy SeeiNg
e3acH otHer'S Hearts.

Cuotes Nouls Seemembers g

”&%.’) ol and  we neer  face
otgh  tme Jor he feals [ those
who lwawedd ihe wey wak w. O lbe
wu gl lo lowe/ Mlake farte Lo be
fined.”

~Shenii Sedviich Cilnied

let it all gor and have gmfv and enmg/ ane

nnn}ﬂmv_/ 5
Kid Funn?/! |
At Sunday School they were feaching how God

created everything, including human beings. Little
Johnny seemed especially intent when they told him
how Eve was created out of one of Adam's ribs.
Later in the week his mother noticed him lying
down as though he were ill, and said, “Johnny what
is the matter?” Little Johnny responded, “I have a
pain in my side. I think I'm going to have a wife.”

Jenapce Us

timami(@juno.com

1026 W. Woodman Dr.
Tempe, AZ 85283

480.491.9331



iz g/e Parents’ Corner
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Jus/ a reminder that ®God is (o?) your
side! Who is il tha! we are lo care /br
/ our re/;;gicm is “pure and und ﬁ/ed’ 2
Single  parents! (james [:2F) ~ Whese
heart is it 1hat God ma&’ es sz'ng.? cﬁfny/e
pdreﬂ/s.’ ( Job 29: /3) Whose son was
the [irs! recorded person lo be raised
ofr@m the dead Zé/ Jesus? & Single
parents! (Luke F:12-16) Who said to
©God, "Vou are ithe God Who seces?’
& cging/e ,Ddrem./ (‘(59/7 2/.‘9—/4) Cind
who aid jeshs sy gave more than ihe
rich men because she gave ol < / her
need? &  Single pdreﬂ/.’ So be
eﬂcouragea.’ ‘(5@5; is on your side!  Pe
1&1’/74’5 Agﬁ/ ¢ / oz/wt.’ Pe is /@M’z’ng out
/or Gz/wz.’ QL/Jje is close fo Gz/wz.’ Gnd you

are whole in Dim!
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Gim & Ami Loper
1026 West WDoodman Drive
‘CGempe AL 83283
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WE WANT IT! TELL US WHAT YOU
THINK OF THE NEWSLETTER! IS
IT HELPFUL? IS IT ANNOYING?
WHAT SECTION IS VALUABLE TO
YOU? WHAT SECTION ISN'T?
WHAT DO WE NEED TO ADD? WE
ARE MAKING THIS NEWSLETTER
FOR YOU, SO WE WANT TO KNOW
WHAT YOU WANT FROM IT!
PLEASE CHECK ouT THE
"CONTACT US" SECTION FOR OUR
EMAIL ADDRESS TO DROP US A
QUICK NOTE. THANKS! WE NEED
YOUR INPUT! ~T & A

Books we love...

I€’s Fallt t e t€that
means hearts brimming over with
joy ano ¢€thankfrulness! One book

that has special meaning is a book
we've made ourselves. We started
it in 1996 and continue to expand
i€ each Year. Ie is our
"Thanksgl’vl’n% Book.” Each year
starting 1 oays rior  €o
Thanksgiving, we spen a few
minutes after 0Oinner sharin
something we are thankful for. A
is recoroed for posterity. 1€ has
now become our tradition €to also
read® some of the oldoer entries.
We all laugh at ¢the length of
Ashley’s entries - if you're going €to
le€ er speak, be ready f[or
writer’'s cramp! We smile at our
soft-hearted Alyssa thanking Goo
or her sisters and® we shake our
eads at a very silly three and a
half year old Abigail who Oecided
€to thank God for our Oishes. l€
truly is a family treasure.



