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Ephesians 6:10-11 Finally, my %rethren, be
strong in the Lord, and in the power of his
might. Put on the whole armour of God, that
ye may be able to stand against the wiles of]
the devil.

Life in America is usually pretty good. The
trials we face are often ftrivial when we
compare our circumstances to those of our
Christian brothers and sisters in other parts
of the world. We acknowledge that there are
places in the world full of spiritual
oppression: India, Haiti, the 10-40 window.
But in America, in the midst of our blessings,

* Father's Mandate #8 is "Build Trust on
God's Word." We must have the integrity
of a life built on the Word in order to pass
the truth on to our children.

* Remember to transition from obedience
out of duty to submission out of devotion
w)ith your Middle Years child. (GKGW ch
6

* Don't negotiate in conflict! There's
danger in settling for 90% obedience.
(GKGW ch. 9)
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"Job wduld send and have (his sons
and daughters] purified. Early in the
morning he would sacrifice a burnt
offering for each one of them saying,
“Perhaps my children have sinned
and cursed in their hearts. Ghis
was Job's reqular custom.” Job 135
THow much of a role are you taking
in the spiritual purity of your

we easily forget that God was speaking to all
of us in Eph 6:10-11.

We all face spiritual battles. Satan is out
to “steal, and kil and destroy” (John
10:10). If we have a strong family — he is out
to destroy it. If we have Godly children - he
is out to steal them. If we have a loving
marriage - he is out to kill that trusting
relationship. It takes work for us to protect
what the Lord has given us. We have to
recognize the attack and fight back spiritually
’g\r%ugh prayer and by applying the Word of

od.

Protecting our Children: In GKGW, we
learned many truths that we can live by to
build a spiritual fortress around our children.
By reaching their hearts with the truth of His
Word and living our lives to represent Jesus,
it gives us the hope that our children will
always serve Him and be in right relationship
with each other. It is spiritual warfare to put
the reason why into our little children to fill
their moral warehouse. It is spiritual warfare
to teach them discipline and character. It is
spiritual warfare to recognize the efforts of
the world to draw them into apathy or
rebellion and to then fall on our knees in
prayer that our children would not forsake
the Word we put into their hearts. It is
spiritual warfare to talk with our children
about the various ways the enemy tries to
sneak into their hearts. We are the
experienced warriors that must train our
children to be the wise ones able to defuse
the enemy.

Protecting our Family: The relationships
we share with our children are a battle
ground that we must fight for. The effort the
parents make toward developing that
relationship as the children grow through the
middle years is a battle with serious spiritual
consequences. As we prioritize our lives in
ways to create family identity and develop
individual relationships with our children, we
are putting on the armor that will protect
each member of the family as they grow up
and spend time in the battlefields of school
and work. Praying together as a family,
studying the Word together, being together
in church are all things that strap on
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> Marricge

Marriage is the priority relationship of
infinite value. Maintaining That
relationship is a responsibiity a
necessity and a choice.

When we were parents of litte
ones, we thought it was the hardest
stage to keep that priority in its place.
In some ways it was: little ones require
so much energy and moment
moment involverment. Fortunately, we
were blessed to have GKGW, which
helped us set boundaries on those
needsl Was there ever a more
dglorious revival as the day when
bedtimes came back info a parents
repertoire?

When our children were in the middle
years, we fournd new freedom. They
took care of themselves more and stil
had reasonable bedtimes. We could
have long dates and even get away for
a weekerd if the grandparents were
wvilling.

We thought it was smooth sailing
from there on out. Affer al, older
tTeenagers can put themselves to bed,
right?

Wel, Im here to tel you that it didnt
quite work out that wayl Severteen
year olds dont go to bed at 7:30
anyrorel They are up late and, if youve
cultivated a relationship, they dont just
hang out by themselves in their corner
of the housel are with you in your
corner! And they talkl Oh my, how they
takl And they alvva,gs get realy takative
at about 10:30 PMI Though you relish and
re joice in it, it is a mental expenditure
wi youre aready pretty wel spert!

H becomes time to get creative and
acjust. Dont let your marriage go on
hold, but dont loose those last few
years of ing relationship with
your chid either. This is a tal order!
Youre going to have to be flexible,
maybe even more than when T
were babies! Try lunch dates instead
fr rt nights out. Try taking time off
while the kids are in school Dont forget
faithful couchtime ~ it will be even more
of an oasis than ever. Just never let go
of your grip on each other. Ceaving is
still the name of the gamel
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S?); tHe Quarter
YEAl CHriStMas

iS coMiNg! IF you aSK My
KidS, tHey WiLL teLL you oNe tHiNg For Sure -
MoM iS CRAZY about CHIiStMas! | Love tpe
WHoLe tHINg - every LaSt bitl ONe oF our
FaMiLy'S FavoriteS iS gettiNg out aL tHe
triMMiNgS aNd decKiNg tHe HaLLS! [ KNoW tHat
to MaNy tHiS iS tHe drudgery part ofF tHe
HoLiday, but WHy Not turN it iNto a3 FaMiLy
party aNd buiLd traditioNs?

THiS year, WHiLe youl Hubby iS LINgINg iN
aLL tHe bhoXeS, Have tHe KidS HeLp you pop
SoMe pOpeOrN, brew SoMe Hot ¢ocoa aNd
order iN pizzal TUIN ON tHe cHeelieSt
CHriStMaS tuNeS aNd SiNg togetHer! PLay
gaMesS a$ you go aLoNg. We LiKe to See iF We
caN reMeMber WHat CHIiStMaS SONg comeS
NeXt ON tHe CD or See ¥ eyeryone caN
reMeMber WHere We aLWayS put certan
triNkKetS or gueSS WHicH WiSe MaN MoM WiLL
puLL oyt oF tHe hoX NeXt. MaKe a day oF itl

Cuotery Nouh  Seemembewr g

"She bt wey for a dud lo lain lo
Jear ()i()a(/ O lo fpow a wal Chinian.
She bext wey Jor a ud lo lain lo
puy O lo die wih a Jaker and
maoker who fuow a Je [ fandilp
wuls §)a(/ and who luly puy.”

~ Gethann Shinidch Seralozz
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the armor of the Lord.

Protecting Our Marriage: Your
marriage is the primary relationship. It is
under attack. Satan spies on us to know
our weaknesses. He seeks to exploit the
weaknesses of a husband in order to hurt
the wife, to drive a wedge, to separate. He
does the same with the wife, using her past
hurts or hang ups to disrupt the trust of
marriage. The husband must stand in the
gap for his wife by learning the places
where she is vulnerable and then actively

rotecting her in prayer and in action from
he attacks of satan. As ﬁrlest_ln the home,
the man must become the spiritual leader,
galnlng wisdom and insight from his wife

ut being the one who provides the armor
that protects the marriage.

Multi Pronged Attack: Be aware that
when satan decides to start an attack, he
often attacks on multiple fronts. If the
husband is strugglln% in some regard, the
chances are that the children are also
feeling the pressures of the world and the
wife may be facing an extra dose of
discouragement.
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If we know that satan works this way,
then we can recognize the overall plan of
attack and set up our defenses
accordingly. It is critical that the family is
communicating consistently about life and
their _spiritual condition. This
communication allows the parents to take
the pulse of each family member so we
can come anng side the family member
being tempted, challenged ~or dis-
couraged and provide the spiritual cover
for the battle. Often the Mom is the
sensitive one and may have more time
with the children, so with communication
and parental team work, the father can put
’%he _Iarmor on daily for the sake of his
amily.

Bu¥|d and Fight: Raising a family is a
lot of work, from providing for the family, to
rayin? for the family, we are like the
sraelites in Nehemiah's time, we are
called to build with one hand and to f|3ht
with the other. Nehemiah 4:17 (KJV)
"Those that carried materials did their
work with one hand and held a weapon in
the other." 7
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Books we love...

Theré are many wonoerful
books out there to aid parents
in praying for their children,
but my favorite is, "The Power
of a Praying Parent” by
Stormie Omartian.

This wonderful book has 30
chapters (one for each oay of
the month) with a prayer at
the endo of each chapter. You
will completely cover your
chilo spiritually. Chapter
topics include everything from
"Developing a Hunger for the
Things of God” to "Having the
Motivation for Proper Booy
Care” to "loentifying
Goo-Given Gifts ano Talents.”

This is a great way to make
sure you' re not missing
anything ano €to keep youmrself
on track in praying for what
God wants for your childref] ]




