A Day to Celebrate
by Ami Loper

We all celebrate our children's birthdays.
We celebrate their births and their arrival
into our families. But what about celebrating
their rebirth and their arrival into the family
of God?

Our children are sometimes confused and
discouraged when they hear the amazing
testimonies of people who were spiritual lost
causes, but who God miraculously saved.
They get very little out of it when the pastor
encourages them to praise the Lord for how
far He brought them. They wonder, "Where's
my testimony? What did God do for me?"
What they fail to see is the miracle God did
for them by having them born into a loving
Christian home, hearing about Jesus from
birth and asking Him into their hearts before
they had to experience the devastation of
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* It's that time again! If you've taken
Preparation for Adolescence, it's time to take
the "Seven Warning Signs" test again!

* Remember the 8th "Non-Negotiable Duty"
of a Father: " A father must build a
relationship based on God's Word. Man's
wisdom may work some of the time, but only
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7 We will not hide them from their

tell the mnext
Qeneration the praiseworthy deeds of
the Lord, Fis power, and the wonders
FHe has done.” Psalm T84 GCod is
worthy of our praise and our children
are worthy of being told why!
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God's wisdom can bring lasting change.

* Are you experiencing anger or rebellion
from your child - seemingly out of nowhere?
Check your child's verbal and physical
freedoms. It's easy to let those slip and can
cause a lot of headaches!
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trying to get through life without Him.

Unfortunately, even though this blessing
is glaring in our faces, it pales to them.
Perhaps this is why, in the Old Testament, a
king would come to God and serve Him
wholeheartedly, only to be followed by a son
who served Him halfheartedly, followed by a
grandson who couldn't care less about God.
Perhaps this is a case, as the Ezzos say in
Growing Kids, of mnot establishing a
"Memorial." Without a mile marker, a place
to ponder, a chance to look back and think
"What if God hadn't done this for me,"
maybe the salvation of our children, the most
important day of their life, will be passed over
with the hoe-hum of indifference that can
only lead down that sleepy path of spiritual
boredom and apathy. And of course, once
we're asleep we're useless.

So what are we to do? Let our children
wait to call on Jesus until they've tried
everything else? Of course not. Those of us
with dramatic testimonies would happily
exchange it for a testimony of God's ability to
keep us on the right path! So how about
celebrating just that? God can keep us! God
has saved us from wasting time being lost!
God has pursued us and we have answered!
God is teaching us and, if we are teachable,
we will be so much farther ahead and have so
much less to try to overcome!

Thus we
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(W&u//éc/ D' nasey - DU call it
curious! &fmfwagx, my momy didn't seem
tar mind too much. %@c@nﬂ@g/ D ashed
hev what she and my %a/t/w/z/ had arqued
about when 9 was a child. “Naw t/w,g/
didn't arque a lat, but with my Déziemis/'
pavents getting divorced around me, 9
sametimes wondeved Lf/ D wauld be the
next child comi ta schaol with ed
eyes and buﬂng/ ta decide who to live
with. %w&m, thewe was a c/mng,@ n
my parents and Lf/ yow see them arque
now, t/wz;//'w eithew ;’a/amg/ av t/wz//' be

FUN [dea oF
tHe Quarter

ONe oF ftHe Fayorite FaMiLy NigHt activitieS
We reMeMber aS a FaMiLy WaS tHe NigHt we
took a drive aNd got LoSt. THe frip Was
actyalLy a LiFe LeSSON ON tHe iMportance of
opedieNce, We Had pLaNNed to go to 3 Local
ice creaM SHOp aNd Had WritteN oN 3X5
cardS Step by Step directioNS. My daugHtersS
read tHe iNStructioNS but | cHoSe to go a
diFFereNt Way every tiMe uNtiL | got "LoSt".
AFter apoLogiziNg For My arrogaNce aNd
diSohbedieNce, We retulNed HOMe aNd tried
agaiN, tHiS tiMe oheyiNg tHe directioNS aNd
HappiLy WiNINg uUp at tHe ice creaM SHop.
WHiLe We LicKed oulr ice creaM coNeS We
diScuSSed HOW diSobedieNce WaSteS tiMe
WHiLe obedieNce HaS SWeet [eturNS
~TiM

done in 10 secands and smooc/r,mg/
Win/./ CW&(’/(}/, my mathev
had, to think long and had alout the
question D had posed. "Dsn't that the
z,ucu//," she pondered, it a/ﬂwm%s/ seems so
important at the time." (W&// dad wasn't
much M/?/ either. Seems the best t/w,g/
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lwo good Jo_giver.”
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recalled arguments about how t/uu//
handled me and my quw "Chen
youwy mather was diag,nosed with
E@u/zus/," Dad wecalled the 1982 day
quite oﬂmz&//, "and we didn't brow howr
ﬂang/ she  had. Ghat's when we
decided.." Mom chimed n, "@f/ w
waon't sta mad%amwv, dan/'t/%t/mméwb
all" Li s too precious to waste time

ﬁanq/ mad. ~ SAmi
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(cont.) have decided to celebrate this
Spiritual Birthday - for the girls to give them
a Memorial of sorts.

Ashley, being saved at the age of 4, had
been saved 11 years when we made this
decision. Alyssa had been saved 8 years and
so had Abigail. Sadly, we only knew the
actual date for Alyssa and we knew that
Abigail followed her about 2 months later.
We let Ashley and Abigail pick their
Salvation Birthdays. Then because we had
missed so much time, we celebrated all their
birthdays together for the first time.

While any kind of symbolic, lasting
memento will work, we gave each of the girls
charm bracelets and added charms to

symbolize the things God
==

Gim & Ami Loper
1026 West WDoodman Drive
‘CGempe AL 83283

(cont.) has done for them: First, a cross, the
starting place for all of us. Second, a heart,
the symbol of our souls that are now saved.
A butterfly, symbolizing the regenerative
work of the Holy Spirit. Finally, we added a
"Jesus Fish," symbolizing our call to be
fishers of men.

Ashley just celebrated her 12th
(Salvation Birthday, that is.) This year we
gave her a lighthouse charm to remind our
teen that through the rough waters she may
face, God will always be her Guide and she
need never be dashed on the rocks like those
with testimonies that bring awe. Her
testimony can be one of a life brought safely
to the shore.

Books we love...

The "Fun 1dea of the Quarter” family
night activity came f[rom a book
series avuailable through "Focus on

the Family”. The "Family Nigh€¢ Tool
Chest” sewries of books by Jim
Weidmann and® Kurt Bruner is

published by Heritage Builders ano
Chariot -Victor Publishing. We have
Ffound the books €to be loaded with
great, f[un teaching activities. Give
them a €try €o give direction €o your
fFamily nights!

—Tim

Announcement
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We are fenfatively planning fo teach

Growing Kids God's Way again
starfing in late September and ronning
through carly March. We will fake
several weeks off for Chrisfinas. Call
us if you or friends are inferested.



