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Trust AND Obey
. L by Ami Loper
“I'm just trusting the Lord.” Phese wards
sound so noble, so wise, but over time, Tim
and I have found ourselves cringing when
we hear them. Why? Because when parents
say these fine sounding words, we've found
that, all to often, that is all the parent is
doing. Training? Why bother? It's too much
work! And why should we have to train
when we can just quote a few verses over

our child and it will all be all right?
In the Christian community, we often see
well meaning parents hoping that if they just
pray enough, all will work out fine. Is
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* FATHER'S, THE 5TH DUTY OF A FATHER
(GKGW CH. 4), Is TO BE THE ENCOURAGER
OF THE FAMILY. DON'T FORGET HOW MUCH
YOUR CHILDREN DEPEND ON YOUR APPROVAL
AND HOW FAR YOUR ENCOURAGEMENT CAN
LAUNCH THEM,

* HAVE YOU SLIPPED BACK INTO OLD HABITS?
ARE YOU THREATENING AND REPEATING,
BRIBING OR NEGOTIATING IN CONFLICT? OLD

A ‘Parenting ‘Greasure
From CGhe (WDord

~ will not toil in vain or
bear children doomed to
misfortune; for thes will be
blessed by the Lord. they and
their descendants with them.”
Isaiah 6323 Keep up the gqood
work! Tt will not be in vain"God
will bless it and it will bless your
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HABITS REAP OLD RESULTS!
* HAVE YOU TOLD YOUR CHILD LATELY THAT
YOU ARE GLAD THEY ARE YOURS?

prayer for our kids important? Of course!
What joy and peace accompanies the parent
who is able to rest in the assurance that he
partners with God in parenting a child. To
know that the Holy Spirit desires to direct a
parent's steps and a child's heart brings an
excitement that can't be equaled by the shot
in the dark of trying to figure it out on your
own.

We must never forget that we are in a
war for our children. Praying for yourself as
the parent and for your chi%d is a vital life
line and safeguard. However, it was never
intended to be the be all and end all of our
calling as parents. Remember, Proverbs 22:6
tells us to, “Train a child in the way he
should go, and when he is old he will not
turn from it.” Too often this is quoted in
hope for the promise, while the condition of
the promise (train) is glossed over. “Train”
is not a passive word. It is an action word
that requires all a parent can give: mentally,
physically, emotionally and spiritually. No
one ever claimed it would be easy, but it
will be worth it.

God requires obedience and it is when
we are doing all He has shown us to do that
we can rest in His promises — not before.
Admittedly, God may tell us to do nothing
in a given situation, especially in the late
teen years when a child must stand on their
own two feet and walk in all they've been
taught already. It is in those times that we
must muster all our courage and wait on
God exclusively and do nothing to interfere
with His dealings with our child.

Our generation's motto seems to be,
“balance.” And why not? It is true that there
can be danger in extremes. The extremes
that swing on either side of Biblical
parenting often break our hearts with their
shortsightedness and lack of revelation of]
the heart of God. Whether it is the
impossible to please legalistic parent or the
waffling,

(cont. on back Ye@liF™ |

S Marricge
Investments come in mony forms. Reoll
Estate, Stocks, Bonds ore oll forms of]
investments. QUL things that are valuable
require investment. Howewver, the most
importont “thing" in life is ow relationship
with owr God, our Spouse and our children.
The currency of most investments is hard eold]
cash, but what is the currency for investments
in relationships? I think there ore several
forms. Time together is certainly one form, so]
is communication, ond selflessness.
Sometimes it moy come in the form of a Mens',
Womens' or prﬂles' Retreat that tokes money
ond time away from the family, but with God.
Reeently Omi was able to attend o retreat|
with the women from our chureh. During that
time she was blessed direetly by God ond by
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We are aLWayS LooKiNg to FiNd WayS For our
FaMiLy to create Special FaMiLy tiMeS aNd
buiLd aLL tHe reLatioNSHipS iN tHe FaMiLy. For
MaNy yearS AMi aNd | Have Had MONEHLY
dateS WitH our grLS. THeN We added MoM
aNd Dad dateS WitH eacH daugHter ON a
tWice per year baSiS, MoSt receniLy We
Started HaviNg “FaMiLy dayS" WitH tHe
activitieS pLaNNed by ONe MeMbel ©OF tHe
FaMiLy. THe FamiLy day May he a trip to tHe
MOUNEaiNS, or to tHe MaLL - WHatever it i§,
it S FocySed FaMiLy tiMe tHat We WiLL
reMeMber! Start SooN, beFore tHe tHe
buSiNeSS OF iNdividuaL LiveS getS iN tHe Way
aNd tHe opportunity iS gonel

the women oround her. That time ond money
wos o good investment for our fomily. When
ony of us are able to drow eloser to God, to be
refreshed and encouraged in Him, all the family
benefits. Moybe there isn't an organized retreat]
to attend, i not we eoch con make sure thot
our spouse has a chance to spend some extra
ond special time alone with God.

I mode another investment when she came

\_Just to "Somﬂq this
Ne\y/sle‘l:‘l:e‘v is so late." Due to a death in
the ]Eamilq and L)eing over committed in a
]Eew areads, this "OI'1 Yealw |_e'H:e'r'II is about
six weeks late. Somq ]Eor the Jelaq and we'l
try to get back on track!

a note say,

home from retreat when I asked to sit her down
ond have her tell me oll about it. Tt really
blessed Omi to be asked. It meont 1 was
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invested. in her, what she experienced and felt,
what God did in her and th her. We are
one flesh, anything that she experiences I want
to experience vicariously h her. T want
her to know I care about her, that I'm
interested in her. I want her to talk to me. I

"Nhoere  foome O wded  accoas g o
(§)or/ Yy Noid,  ar. gels mght be abed lo
ey wal w, and iy wowld rol /Z’)z(/
henmelvey oul ) heir dement.”
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wom}to hnowhh:;.b y o ond i
nvesting enetits, poyotts rewor

but we should be folcusgdgtm serving and]
blessing on another for the sake of the other
erson. When we foeus on giving, sewing,
oving, blessing, listening, we will be investing

in realtionships with eternol rewards.

Feonspco Ws
®
iy
<

timami(@juno.com

1026 W. Woodman Dr.
Tempe, AZ 85283

480.491.9331



insecure permissive parent, both have
misunderstood God and His plan for
them as parents.

A true balance in the middle of the
extremes is essential. However,
“balance” can sometimes become the
buzzword that denies absolutes and the
real need to do the right thing
consistently.

Frequently, a misunderstanding of
authentic balance can make the most well
meaning parent like that person in
Ephesians 4:14 who is like an “infant,
tossed back and forth by the waves, and
blown here and there by every wind of
teaching.” A new foolish idea comes along,
hits some cord of familiarity within the
parent and he jumps on the band wagon.
The desire to have balance can produce a
parent who is inconsistent and using a
hodgepodge of methods that sound good.
There is no “balance™ between trustinggge
obeying. Instead, trusting follows when
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obedience has been carried out to its fullest.
They go hand in hand. We must trust that the
obedience God requires of us in our
parenting will reap the promised fruit.

So what is our compass? What is the
magnetic force that will keep us from
swinging into the extremes?

The Word of God is our compass. It will
light our path and make it straight. The
revelation of the heart of God is what brings
our steps into focus.

We need to stop parenting simply for the
benefits to ourselves or even the benefits to
our children. Parenting is a Kingdom issue,
as we say in Growing Kids. As such, we
parent with the purpose of the Kingdom in
mind and out of sheer obedience to God and
His Word. So the next time you feel like
being inconsistent or leaning on you own
understanding or even hoping that prayer
alone will do the trick, turn your mind to the
Word of God and focus on fulfilling your

calling as Parent. g

Books we love...

We have been introduced to
two wonoderful books that teach
children  the importance of
purity. They are "The Princess
and the Kiss” for girls ano "The
Squire and the Scroll” for boys
ages 8-12 (years. They are
Oelicately written by Jennie
Bishop anod Oelightfully ill-
ustrated by Preston cDaniels.
Even though are oaughters are
12 ano older, we bought both
books anyway. simply because
they are so valuable. Girls will
learn €to value their purity and
wait for just the one that God
brings while young men will
learn ¢that they are the ones
responsible [for protecting the
purity of the world. They are
available at christianbook.com or
in your local book store.
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