MASONIC RITUAL IN VIRGINIA

by Sanuel T. Atkinson, PM
Presented March 30, 1985

Historical Foundations of the Masonic Ritua

Masonic scholarshave beentrying for twohundredyears to solvetheCraft's grest et mysery,
the origin of theritual. Our Masonic forefat hersweretold imaginative stories about the origin of the
Craft. We were established by King Solomon with the help of Hiram, King of Tyre; Masonry began
with Noah and his sons; one story claimed Adam as our first Grand Master because he was the first
man to wear an goron!  Thiskind of Masonic history prevailed until 1850 when areaction set in.
Later historians discounted the tales and accepted only those facts of Masonry which had
incontrovertible written proof.

Operative Masonry existed in ancient times; but that our modern Fratemity began with
Solomon, or someone prior to the cathedral buildersof the medieval period, is pure legend. Out of
the old Craft guilds, out of the loose confratemity of men who worked on the great churches and
castles of the period between 1200 A.D., and 1500 A.D., came Operative Masonry with organized
Lodges and ceremonies. By process of gradual change it became Speculative Masonry, first
organized into a Grand Lodge of Masons in London on June 24, 1717.

The so-cdled Gothic Condtitutions or Old Charges are the earliest proof of our modern
Masonry. They consist of about one hundred old manuscripts, found in various places and now
carefully preserved.

Many today consider our ritual virtualy unchangeable. But thiswasnotsoin1717, whenthe
Mother Grand L odge wasformed, and the yearsbefore and after. The chargeswereread or repeated
frommemory; they werenot secret, but thesigns andwords used originally to identify the operative,
and later the speculative, Mason were strictly secret and unwritten. The original ceremonieswere
brief and simple. They congged of the administering of an oah of secrecy, the communication of
the secrets; and the giving of the charges. Each Lodge was a separate unit, with no standard to go
by. The ritud therefore became a matter of the Master's preference asto what words to use to
convey the ideasinvolved. It was several decades after the Grand Lodge was formed before any
standardization was accomplished, or evensought after. Thuswe find theritua evolving through a
system of trial and error. A gifted Master or Masonic lecturer would frame apassage of appeaing
beauty. Soon others would use it and gradually it found acceptance inmarny Lodges. Thiswasa
slow evolution; inthefirst several decadesof the newlyformed Grand L odge, no uniformity existed.
Eventoday there are eight widdy variant rituals in use in England, all accepted as valid and regular.

Early in Scottish Operative Masorry there were two ceremonies, for they quickly divided
entered 'apprentices from fellows of the Craft; but there were no lectures as we know them today.
A traditiondid gradualy grow up around the world — (our ancient brethren had bothlittle education
and much superdition) — the idea of a word too sacred to be pronounced, except under specia
circumstances.
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The evolution of the Master's degree resulted fromthe introducti on and assimil ation of the
Hiramic Legendinto the Mader's degree. The origin of the gory of Hiram, the Widow's Son, is as
great amystery asanythingin Masonry. We know that miracle plays, religious dramas and tal es of
folklore were commonplace fromthe Midd e Ages. The gory of Hiram devd oped ove a couple of
centuries. It may havebeenreferredtoin Lodge ceremoniesfor half acentury before 1717. In 1723,
Dr. Anderson makes no mention of it whatsoever in his Constitutions. But in 1738, the revised
editionrefersto the "sudden death of their dear M aster Hiram Abiff, who they recently interr'd in the
L odge near the Tenple, according to ancient usage.”

Wherethe legend came from no one knows. Hiram ismentioned in the Biblein | Kings and
Il Chronicles. He was also mertioned in the Cooke Manuscript of 1410. But the Graham
Manuscript, discovered in 1936 and dated 1726, and filled with Masonic ritual, tellsof the legend of
Noah. A valuable secret died with Noah. Histhree sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth supposed that
Noah had carried it with him into the grave and determined to exhume the body, "agreeing
beforehand that if they did not find the very thing itsalf, the first thing they found wasto be to them
asaseaet. They found nothing in the grave except a dead body; when they gripped the finger it
came away, and so with the wrist and the elbow. They then reared up the dead body, supporting it
by setting foot to foot, knee to knee, bread to breast, cheek to cheek, and hand to back. Onesad
there is yet marrow inthisbone and the second said but a dry bone and the third said it stinketh."

While we arenot able to fully account for the adoption of the Hiramic L egend, we can, with
certainty, state that our M asonry and our ritud came from:

The Grand Lodge of England
— 1717-1753

The Grand Lodge of the "Antients"
— 1753-1813

The Grand Lodge of the "Moderns' — 1753-1813

The United Grand Lodge
— 1813andon

The Grand Lodge of Irdand
— 1724andon

The Grand Lodge of Scotland
— 1736andon

Theritual of the original Grand Lodge changed as it flowed, through many years after 1717.
The Grand Lodges of "Antients" and "Moderns' both made alterations in the ritual so that rival
members of each body found it impossible to make themselves known Masonicdly in the other.
Membersof Lodges subordinate to theseGrand L odgescame to thiscountry to form themselvesinto
Lodges without warrant or charter. A dozen men, bringing whet they remembered of the ritual they
heardwhen "made", would naturdly include intheir ritual alittle of one original source, some phrases
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from another beginning, a paragr aph from athird wellspring, and so on.

The Mother Grand Lodge ritual was not the ritual of the United Grand Lodge which came
into existencein 1813, when the two partsof the original Mother Grand L odge again came together.
The United Grand Lodge formed itsritual from the best of the divergent rituals of the"Antients' and
the "Moderns’.

From four primary sources of American ritual, in one way or another al American
Jurisdictions, in part at least, received their "work™. These sources include Massachusetts, which at
first sent forth what must have been at least an approximation of the work of the original Mother
Grand Lodge, though her ritual today isderived from both "Moderns' and "Antients"; Pennsylvania
and Virginia, both gving forth individual variantsof a combination of "Modern" and " Antients"; and
North Carolina, amost purely "Modern”.

In 1915 Dean Roscoe Pound showed how various were the next groups of States which
received their rituals from the first four American sources He averred that Maine derived from
Massachusetts; V ermont from the Grand L odge of the "Antients" inM assachusettsbefore thefusion;
Ohio from Massachusetts, from Connecticut, a strictly "Modern” ritua, and from Pennsylvania;
Indiana from Ohio and K entucky, the latter representing Virginiaafter the fusion; Michigan fromthe
"Arntient” Grand Lodge of Canadaand from New York; Kentucky from Virginia; Tennesseefrom
North Carolina, from South Caolina, and from Tennessee; Louidama from South Carolina,
Pennsylvania, and France; Floridafrom Georgiaand South Car olina; Missouri from Pennsylvaniaand
Tennesseg; lllinoisfrom Kentucky; and the Digrict of ColumbiafromMaryland, M assachusett s, and
Virgina.

There have been certain unifying influences. The Baltimore Convention of 1843; the work
of Rob Morris and his Conservators, which despite the chilly reception by many Grand Jurisdictions,
undoubtedly left itsimpression on the Americanritud; thework of Thomas Smith Webb and Jeremy
Cross, plainly evident inthe esotericparagraphs printed inmany State monitorsand manuas; and the
honest desireand effortsof many Grand Lodges, through District Deputies, GrandLecturers, Schools
of Ingruction, similar instruction, and similar machinery, to preserve what they have initssupposedly
ancient perfection. By the time the latter forceswere in operation, the ritual was more or less fixed.

Because of the reverence of the average Mason for what he is taught, and his fiecce
resentment of any material change in that which he learns, rituals and degree forms, ceremoniesand
practices, usages and customs, continue to be what he believes them to have been "from time
immemorid" even whensober fact showsthat in al probability they have an antiquity of lessthan two
hundred years.

The catechism forms of lectures came to this country with Freemasonry. The system
originated by Anderson wasrevised by many including WilliamPreston, who suggested, if he did not
teach, the esoteric parts of the "work" by illustrations of symbols and emblems, depicted on carpets.
The Prestonianwork waslargely spread in this country by Thomas Smith Webb, who published his
first "Freemason'sMonitor” in 1797. Almost every jurisdiction, except Pennsylvania, adopted some
or dl of Smith's modifications of Preston.
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A joint report recommending the adoption of the Webb lecures to the Grand L odges of
Massachusetts and New Hampshire, in 1806, stated, "Inthe three degrees every master of a Lodge
should beindulgedwiththeliberty of adopting historica details, and the personification of the passing
scene as mog agreeabl e to himself, his supporting officers and assiging the Lodge."

On the defensive in the aftermat h of the Morgan Affair (1826), the Fraternity was obliged
car efully to guard against cowans and eavesdroppers. Evidence of membership of a would-bevisitor
was critically tested. Under such conditions, the lack of uniformity of Masonic work among the
several Grand L odges, or even among Lodges in the same State, was a formidable obgacle to
fraternal intercourse. 1t was thought that possible relief from these conditions might be found in
uniformity of the lectures. Identification of the members could thus be more readily mede, and
Lodges could discontinue turning away visitors, among whom many must have been in good
standing, even if unableto prove themselves as such.

The Baltimore Convention, held May 8-17, 1843, attempted to agree on amode of work so
that the Masonic ritual might become uniform throughout the nation. On the opening day of the
Convention, whichwascalled to addressthese and associ atedissues, Dr. John Dove, Grand Secretary
of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, was elected president. In the agenda adopted was a Satement
declaring the objects and purposes of the Convention to bethe promotion of uniformity of Masonic
work and the recommendations of such measures as should tend to elevate the Order to its due
degree of respect throughout the world at large.

To accompligh its objectives, four Committees were appointed:
1. Onthework and lecturesin conferring the degrees.
2. On the funeral service.
3. Onthe ceremonies of Consecration and Installation.
4. On Masonic jurisprudence.

The Committee on the Work and Lecturesin Conferring the Degrees consisted of Dr. Dove
as Chairman, and four others Within the Committee, we are told, a "stidadtory degree of
uniformity existed", except for onemember. Inaletter written twenty years after the Convention,
Charles W. Moore, a member of the Committee, said, "The work and lectures of the first three
degrees, as adopted and authorized by the Baltimore Convention, in 1843, were, with a few
unimportant verbal exceptions, literally as they were originally compiled by Brother Thomas Smith
Webb, about the close of the century, and as they were subsequently taught during his lifetime.

The only change of consequencewasin thedue guardsof the second and third degrees, which

were changed and made to conformto that of the first degree inposition and explanation. Thiswas
analogically correct.”

Virginas Ritual inthe Arst Hundred Y ears (1776-1875)
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Organzaion of the Grand Lodge of Virginia as America's first independent Grand Lodge
occurredin 1777 and 1778. The diverseoriginsof these Lodges set the basisfor the evolution of the
ritual in Virginia

Lodge Name Location Origin of Ritual
Norfolk Norfolk England (Moderns) Scotland
Port Royal Port Royal Scotland
Blandford Petersburg Scotland
Fredericksburg Fredericksburg Scot land

S. Tammany Hampton England (Moderns)
Williamshurg Williamshburg England (Moderns)
Botetourt Fredericksburg England (Moderns)
Gloucester Fredericksburg England (Moderns)
Cabin Point Cabin Point North Carolina

Y ork Y orktown England (Moderns)

Subsequent to the forming of the Grand Lodgeof Virginiaseveral other Lodges, withexisting
foreign charters, were chartered. In addition, severd new Lodges were instituted. The origin of
these L odges of thefirst ten years of the Grand L odge added to the origina Lodges, resulted in the
merger from which our ritua began.
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Lodge Name Location Origin of Rituad
Richmond Richmond Virginia
Northhampton Northhampton Virginia
Kempsville Kempsville Virginia
Staunton Staunton Virginia
Manchester Manchester Virginia
Petersburg Petersburg Virginia
Portsmouth Portsmouth France
Chalatte Chalatte Virginia
Smithfield Smithfield Virginia
Union

Richmond Richmond Virginia
Randolph

Scottsville Scottsville Virginia
Baltimore Union Baltimore Virginia
Alexandria Alexandria Pennsylvania

The Grand Lodge first addressed the ritual in 1786: ". . . conddering the dffused situation
of the Craft in this State, was pleased to delegateto al Lodges the power of raising to the degrees
of Fellow Craft and M agter, though in Europeand inlarge citiestha power is solely confined to the
Grand Lodge." Thus, at least twenty versions of the ritual were authorized by this action.

On November 12, 1791, the Mastersand Wardensmet ". . . in order to consider of and adopt
auniformmodeof working to be observed by dl Lodges under thisjuridicion. . ." The reaultsof
this meeting arerecorded in the minutes as " The Grand L odge took under consideration the business
for investigating and establishing certain rules and regulations to be engraved on the hearts of dl
present, but not proper to be committed to writing.”

The Grand L odge was convened for the purpose of layi ng the foundation stone of the bridge
to be erected over Shockoe Creek, on the 13" day of June 1795. However, the interesting event
whichoccurred iscontained in the Proceedings: "I nample form the Grand L odge wasopened inthe
first degree of Masonry . . ." Thisis thefird indicationas to the exact degree onwhich any sesson
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of Grand Lodge had been conducted.

Grand Lodge I nspectors(now called District Deputies) were directed”. . . not onlyto report
on the proceedings of those Lodges, but also to instruct the officers of each Lodge in the proper
mode of working, inorder that a uniform method may be established throughout thisjurisdiction™ at
the 1796 session of Grand Lodge. Here we notethe firg written indication of the encouragement of
the Grand Lodge towar ds a sandar dized ritud.

The requirement for an examinationin open Lodge". . . inthe degree fromwhich heisto be
advanced . . ." was gpproved by Grand Lodge in 1798. The reslution further required that a
condtion of his advancement would bethe mgjority ballot of those presert.

The year 1800 heralded the beginmning of the Committee on Work. The resolution directed
the Grand Master to appoint "..some expert Masons, not lessthan five in number, who, after having
conferred together, and agreed upon the mode of working, which, in their judgments, shall conform
with the ancient usages of masonry, shdl appoint oneof their body . .. to exemplify the same, inopen
Lodge, inthethreedegreesof masonry." Thisresolution's stated purpose wasto promote uniformity
of working in the different subordinate L odges.

The Grand Lodge of Virginia voted in 1800 against the establishment of a National Grand
Lodge. However, it did recommend that a convention be held every three years in Washington ". .
. for recommending a uniform mode of carrying on the great work of the Craft, in the different
degreesof Entered Apprertice, Fellow Craft, and Master Mason."

The committee approved in 1800 reported to the Grand Lodge in 1801 that they had been
unable to agree "owing to the incalculable difficulties, arising from a prepossession in favor of the
mode each member hasbeen accusomed to . . ." The committee proposed an alternative method.
At each Grand L odge Session the Grand Master would exemplify in open L odge the third degree,
the Deputy Grand Master the second degree, andthe Senior Wardenthe firs degree. The resolution
passed. The Grand Lodge session of 1802 first complied with this resolution.

The Grand L odge officers continued to exemplify the degreesin open Grand Lodge until the
resolution was eliminated by act of Grand Lodge in1804. The committee established in 1800 and
elimnatedin 1801, was againmadepart of Grand Lodge. However, the new committeewasrequired
only to exemplify the three degrees a atime and place of convenience and 'such brothers as choose
will attend the said exerplification.”

The regularity of the several lectures in the early years of Masonry in Virginia appears
guestionable. The resolutionof 1806 atteststo thisfact. In that resolution it was declared, "That it
be, and is hereby specially recommended to the subordinate L odges, an injunctionon theMaster, or
presiding officer, at two, & |east, or more specified regula meetingsinthe year, to give, or cause to
be given, alecture on each of the three degrees of Masonry.”. The stated reason for this Grand
L odge actionwasthat "the dfferent subordinate L odges arefar from being expert in the mysteries
of Masonry, which must no doubt be owing to the want of regular lecturesin the different Lodges".

Failureof the District Deputiesto make the necessary visits to assure the purity of the ritual
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caused the following resolution to be passed by the Grand Lodgein 1815: " That the firs evening of
every succeeding Grand Annua Communication, acommittee of five members be appointed by the
Grand Magter, to be called the 'Wor king Committee, whose duty it shdl beto attend on the second
and third days of each Grand Annual Communication, to exemplify to any brother or brethrenwishing
it, the three degrees of Masonry." This appearsas aresolutionof clarification of asimilar one passed
by the Grand Lodge in 1804.

The appointment of one or more Grand L ecturers”for the purpose of disseminating among
the brethren of the subordinate L odges within the jurisdiction of the Grand L odge, the modeof work
now adopted . . ." was granted to the Grand Master in 1819. However, the Grand Lodge repeal ed
this authority at the Grand Annual Communication in 1820.

In 1821 the Working Committee exemplified the three degrees in open Grand Lodge. After
whichthe Grand L odge passed a resolutionthat "the mode of working, asthis night exemplified by
the Working Committee, is theproper modeof working, andthat it accordingly be recommended to
the subordinateL odges, for their adoption and that the Didrict Deputy Grand Masters be requested
to instruct them accordingly.” Thus, the first Grand Lodge approva of a standard ritual in Virginia.

The first Grand Lecturer was elected in 1822t0". . . visit such Lodges as may request his
attendance. . .." The filling of any vacancy occurring during recess being left to the Grand Master.
James Cushman was then elected as the first Grand Lecturer of the Grand Lodge of Virginia.

The 1823 session of the Grand L odge saw the abolishment of the position of Grand L ecturer.
The subject of the ritua received very little atention for the next twenty years asalmost nothing is
mentioned inthe annual Proceedings.

In an effort to standardize theritual, the Grand L odge in 1840 passad a resolution "That a
Working Committee, consigting of three resdents of the City of Richmond, be gppointed at this
Grand Anmud Commnunication whose duty it shall be to confer with each other at least as often as
once a month, during the recess, and to exemplify their work at the next Grand Amual
Communication, and the mode of work, when approved, shal be appointed by all the subordinate
Lodges." Inaddition, in both 1841 and 1842 aresol ution was passed by the Grand L odgeto establish
the position of Grand Lecturer asan appointed officer of the Grand Lodge, "That the Grand Master
be requested to gopoint a witable personto act asGrand Lecturer, whoseduty it shdl betovisit such
Logges as may request it, and for his services shal receive the voluntary contribution of such
Lodges."

1841 also saw the passage of several other resolutions with regard to the ritual. "That
hereafter the Subordinate L odges under this jurisdiction be required to hold dl sessions in the third
degree, except for the purposes of working and lecturing in the First and Second Degrees." "That
a Specid Committee be appointed to prepare a work containing the Charges, Ceremonies of
Ingtitution, Funeral Service, and ot her forms adopted by this Grand Lodgefor the government of the
SubordinateL odges, and report tothe next Grand Annud Communication.” "That aGrand Working
Committee be appointed by the Grand Master, whose duty it shall beto exemplify their mode of work
before Grand Lodge on the first night of each Grand Annud Communication.”
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In 1842 a convention was held at the request of the Grand Lodge of Alabamato consider the
standardization of theritual in the United States However, due to alack of representationof Grand
Lodges, the convention recommended that each Grand L odge appoint a Grand L ecturer to meet in
Bdtimorein 1843 to edablish a standar dized ritud.

The Virgina Grand Lecturer, James D. McCabe and the Grand Secretary, Dr. John Dove,
reported to Grand L odge on the 1842 convention and introduced aresol ution " That this Grand L odge
appoint a skillful Brother as Special Grand Lecturer to attend and participate in the actions of the
1843 Baltimore Convention."

The Baltimore Cornvertionwas hedin 1843 and was attended by Dr. Dove, Grand Secreary
of the Grand Lodge of Virginia. A report on the Baltimore Convention iscontained in aseparate part
of this paper.

Dr. Dove exemplified on the floor of the Grand Lodge in 1843, the ritua adopted by the
Baltimore Convention. The Grand L odge, by resol ution, adopted thiswork asits sandard ritud.
Several other related resolutionswer e passed by the 1843 Grand Lodge. "That the Grand Master be
empowered to appoint two or more, not exceeding four, brethren to act as Grand Lecturers” That
the system of work and lectures agreed to by the Baltimore Convention, as exhibited in the Grand
L odge this evening, be adopted as the system of work and lectures for this Grand Lodge, and that
the several Subordinate Lodges within the same beinstructed to abide thereby.” The Grand Lodge
disapproved use of the "Masonic Trestleboard” written by CharlesW. Moore of Massachusetts. The
Grand Master appointed two Grand Lecturers for the Eastern and Western Districts.

In 1844 Dr. Dove wrote the Text Book for the Grand Lodge of Virginiaand at the 1844
Grand L odge Session a special committee was appointed to examine it and mak e recommendations
as to the sections to be adopted. Additionally, the 1844 Grand Lodge repeded the law requiring
exemplification of the work on thefirst night of the Grand Annua Communication.

The Virginia Text Book written by Dr. Dove was approved at the 1845 Grand Amual
Communication. The exemplification of the work on the first night of Grand Lodge was
reestablished.

"That every subordinate Lodge under this jurisdiction shall be entitled to the services of the
Grand Lecturer at least oncein two years, upondefraying the actual expenses of the Grand L ecturer,
while attending such L odges, and going to and from the same." Thisresolution was accepted by the
1846 Grand Lodge.

The 1850 Grand Lodge session goproved an increase in the size of the Grand Working
Committee from two to five.

"The report of the Committee on the plan for a working Lodge was taken up, read, and
considered, whereupon; Resol ved, that the Special Grand L odge Committee on Work, be considered
and made custodians of the Ritual, as approved and adopted, until otherwise ordered by the Grand
Lodge." Thiswas aresult of much disagreement on the ritual anong the Committee on Work and
the District Deputy Grand Masters and wasthe resolution to adisagreement which continued for the
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preceding severa years. This resolution, which was passed in 1855, created what was termed
"Vigilant Lodge".

In 1856 clarification of the "individual Mason" term was made. The Grand L odge adopted
the following resolution: "That the Grand Lodge hereby forbid the Subordinate Lodges from
conferring any portion of any degree, except the Explanaory L ectures uponmorethan one candidate
at atime.”

The questionable practice of more than one Grand L ecturer was brought to an end in 1859.
Grand Lodge agreed, "T hat it is inexpedient to have more than one Grand Lecturer in the State of
Virginia", and in 1861 the Committee on Work wasidentified as the "Custodians of the Work" and
was authorized to consist of five members.

The Grand Annual session in 1871 agreed,

"That theLodges in the several districtsin this jurisdction be and are hereby authorized to
recommend, in the same manner and at the same timethat the recommendations are made for
the appointment of the District Deputy Grand Master, such skillful brother asthey may deem
fit to be appointed District Deputy Grand Lecturersfor their respective Districts. That upon
the said recommendation, the Grand Maste with the advice of the same Grand Officerswho
advise him as to the office of District Deputy Grand Master, shdl appoint at the same time
the District Deputy Grand Masters are appointed, District Deputy Grand Lecturers for such
Districts as may make recommendationstherefor.

That the said District Deputy Grand Lecturer shall be charged with, and held responsiblefor,
the correctness of thework inhisregective District; shall visit each L odge at | east once each
year, and make a report of his visiting to the Grand L odge; but shall be vested with none of
the powers of the District Deputy Grand Master. Should any District fail to make
recommendation of a suitable brother, the District Deputy Grand Master shall continue to
supervise the work as heretofore. District Deputy Grand Lecturers shall be commissioned
in the same manner as the Didrict Deputy Grand Magter, but no District Deputy Grand
Lecturer shall proceed to execute the duties of his office until he shall have received a
certificate from the Grand L ecturer of his proficiency in the work. The Grand Madger is
authorized, in vecation, to make gppointmentsfor any or all of the Districts, for the current
year, without referenceto the recommendations of the Lodges."

In 1872, adecison by the Grand Master "That the Grand Lodge regulation requiring of the
District Deputy Grand Master a certificate that the officers named in the application for a
Digpensation to form anew Lodge, ‘are competent to superintend the work and confer the Degrees,
induding the lectures,’ applies to the Wardens as well as the Masters”

"That it iscontrary to Masonic Law and usage to require aMaster Mason to be proficient in
the Third Degree before he can be received into member shipin aLodge, consequent ly the enact ment
of aBy-Law to that effect would beimproper.” Thisdecision was rendered by the Grand Mager in
1874.
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Modern Masonic Ritual

The Grand M aster'sreport to the Grand Lodgein 1876 mede it dear that it wasnecessary to
provide some means to preserve the ritual and to devise a methodology whereby differences that
might arise in the rendition of the ritua could be recondled. His report laid asolid foundaion for
the alocation of responsihility to what we now term the Committeeon Work and the Grand L ecturer.

In 1879 the Grand L odge approved aresol ution whereby on the third evening of every Grand
Annua Communication a"Working Committee™ wasto be appointed by theMost Worshipful Grand
Master. Theduty of thiscommittee wasto attend on the second and third daysof each Grand Annual
Communication, or more oftenif required by the Grand Lodge, to exemplify to any Brethrenwishing
it the three Degrees of Masonry by actual work, giving the lectures in full, and, in addition, to
exemplify the catechiam throughthe firg section of each degreethat was required for the examination
of candidates for advancement. Thiscommittee wasalso directed to function asthe custodian of the
work. Thus the precedent was set whereby the Grand L odge at various timesin the future adjusted
the size and directed the activities of this committee.

In 1882 Grand Lodge acted to authorize the Working Committee to meet in the City of
Richmond on the Thursday preceding the meeting of the Grand Lodge, with the Committee on
Finance and | nvestment providing "for the payment of three days expenses for such members. . . ."
This Communication of the Grand Lodge also reaffirmed the duty of the Committee on Work to
report to report to the Grand Lodge what differenceif any, existed inthe work between themembers
of the Committee, in order that the Grand L odge might act intelligently on such matters as might be
brought before it. Thus two more precedents, prevailing to this day, were established.

The relationship of the Grand L ecturer and the Deputy Grand Lecturer, thelatter officebeing
unfilled at times, to the Grand Wor king Committee was spelled out in 1880 when the Grand Lodge
took action that provided:

FIRST - That immediately ater the election of officers, annually, the Grand Master
shdl appoint a Grand Lecturer and Deputy Grand Lecturer, whose duty it
shdl betovistandinstruct the Lodges and membersthereof when requested
So to do.

SECOND - That in their ingtructions they shall conform to the Ancient York Ritud, as
taught by the Grand Working Committee, and revised and adopted by the
Grand Lodge in 1855, and to the laws of the same, as contained in the
Virgina Text Book.

THIRD - The Grand Lecturer and the Deputy Grand Lecturer shall be ex-officio
menmbersof the Grand Working Committee, and the Grand Lecturer shall be
the Chairman of said Committee.

FOURTH - That the Grand Lecturer and Deputy Grand Lecturer shal recelve as
compensationfor their servicesthe sum of five dollars per day while engaged
inLecturing or travelling to andfromsaid L odges or members, such expenses
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to be paid by the Lodges or parties to whom such services are rendered.

FIFTH - That on such visits of instrudion, if said Grand Lecturer or Deputy Grand
L ecturer shdl discover any mord or Masonicirregularity among the members
of such Lodges, or in the Lodges themselves, he shdl report the same tothe
District Deputy Grand Master of the District.

SIXTH - That they shall, annually, on the first night of each Grand Annual
Communication, make areport in writing of their acts and doingsduring the
year, and

SEVENTH - That in order to promote the efficiency of the Subordinate Lodge and to

instruct theminthework, the Grand Mast er shdl vist the subordinate L odges
and ingtruct them, or he may requirethe Grand Lecturer or the Deputy Grand
Lecturer to vist and instruct any Subordinate L odge, in which case, the
expense attending such visitationshd | be paid by the Grand Treasurer onthe
order of the Grand Master; provided that the expense to the Grand Lodge
under this Section shall not exceed $300.00 per year.

Initsactionsin 1880 the Grand L odge established the precedents whichwereto governthe
relationship of the Grand Lecturer to the Grand L odge and the Subordinate Lodges from that time
on to the presert. At the Grand Annua Communication in 1905 the Grand Lodge authorized the
divigonof the Stateinto six lecturing divisions, to be served by six appointed lecturers, one of which
was the Grand L ecturer. At this Communication the Grand Lodge aso authorized the expans on of
the "Working Committee”, now called the Committee on Work, to 12 membersin order to include
the six lecturers, with the Grand L ecturer serving as Chairman. Thispattern prevailed until 1922, at
whichtime Grand L odge specifiedthat one lecturer and one committeeman" shall be gppointed from
each lecturing digrict.”

Grand Lodge in 1950 increased the L ecturing Divisions from six to nine, and the Committee
on Work was increased to consist of "the Grand L ecturer and eleven other menbers” Inthis action
the Grand Lodge sipulatedthat one Divison Lecturer and one Lecturer shall be appointedfrom each
Lecturing Division by the Grand Master, except that in Divison 1 a Division Lecturer and two
lecturers shdl be appointed, one of whom shdl resde on the Eastern Shore of Virginia, and in
Division 9 two lecturers shall be appointed.

In 1961 Grand L odge approved amodification to itslaw concerning the Grand Lecturer and
the Committee on Work. Section 1.87, whichgovernsthese matters, wasmodified to read: "At each
Annua Communicaionthe Grand Magter shall appoint aGrandL ecturer, one Division L ecturerfrom
each Lecturing Divigon, as specified in Section 1.92 hereof, and a number of Lecturers, which,
including the Division Lecturer, shdl be one for each eighteen Lodges or mgor fraction thereof,
located within the boundaries of each of the Lecturing Divisions. The Grand Master may appoint an
assistant Grand L ecturer, but neither henor the Grand L ecturer shall beincluded asa Grand L ecturer
or Divison Lecturer of any Divison. The Grand Lecturer shal be Chairman, and the Division
Lecturer, Lecturers, and Assistant Grand L ecturer, if he be appointed, shal composethe Committee
on Work, and they shall be endowed with the functions of Custodians of the Work." At thistimeit
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was also determined that "The Grand Lecturer and members of the Committee on Work shal be
charged withthe duty of examining Wardens and issuing to those proficient in the work, as taught
by the Committee on Work, such certificates as may be required for election to any office in a
subordinate L odge as hereinafter provided by law or resolution of the Grand Lodge.

It is interesting to note that with the exception of Virginids participaion in the Bdtimore
Convention, the Grand Lodge has refrained from entering into ritualistic arrangements with other
jurisdictions. 1n 1906 for example, theCommittee on Propositions studi ed acommunication received
from the Grand Lodge of Colorado, the primary thrust of which was a proposal to establish a
collegiumof Grand Lecturer sfor thepurposeof unifying the esoteric and exoteric work of the several
Grand Lodges of the United States  The Committee reported that such action was not feasible or
desirable, and it therefore recommended that no action be taken inregard to this matter.

Most Worshipful James H. Price Grand Master in 1923, made his mark on theteaching of
the ritual in Virginia. He recommended that the Committee on Work, in conjunction with the
Committee on Jurisprudence, provide some means of making it obligatory for newly maede Masons
to attain amagtery of the catechism in the Master's Degree. "The average M ason, in his anxiety to
passon to the so-called higher things," he said, "makes no effort to familiarize himself with the climax
and conclusion of our Masonic structure, and knows nothing of the Master's Degree. It might be
made the duty of the Master to see tha every Mason isrequired to learn this catechism, and ablank
could be provided for the secretary, who would be required to include thisitemin hisamual report.”

Price's remarks led Grand L odge to adopt aresolution in 1924 which wasto be read by the
Master to the Candidate at the conclusion of the Charge asfollows. "My brother (or brethren): The
Grand L ecturer and District Deputy Grand Masters emphasize the teaching of the catechism of the
Master Mason'sDegreein each of the subordinate Lodges. The Grand L odge of Virginia urges the
stationed officers of the Subordinate odges to use their influence to induce those who are raised to
the sublime degree of Master Mason to learn the catechism of the Master Mason's Degree. The
Master of each Subordinate Lodge shall read thisresolutionto every brothe who israised to the
sublime degree of Master Mason."

In 1925 the Grand L odgeamended and reeracted the then Section 165 to read: "No brother
canbeinstdled asMaster of aL.odge until he shall havereceived the Degree of Past Master, and shall
have received from the Grand L ecturer or Division Lecturer acertificate certifying that heisqualified
to confer dl the degrees, but this provison shdl not become effective until the annud election of
officersin 1926."

In 1928 the Grand Lodge considered an amendment to this Section which would have
included the lectures as part of the requirement for a certificate. However, the result was the
elimnation of the certificate entirely. The new Section 165, asamended and reenacted, read: "No
brother canbeingaled asMagter or Warden, nor occupy such officein aL odge under Dispensation,
until he shall havereceived the Degree of Past Master."

The Grand L odge amended and reenacted Section 165 in 1929 by adding: "Effective a the
annual electionof officersin December 1929 and thereafter, no brother shdl be instdled M aster of
alLodge unless heis ableto confer thefirst section of thethree Degreesand the second section of the
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Master Mason's Degreeand has a certificate fromthe Grand Lecturer or aDivisonLecturer.” The
Grand L odgeal 20 stipulated & that time thet " Effective at the annud election of officersin December
1931 and thereafter, no brother shdl be instaled M aster of aL odge unless he is ableto confer the
three Degrees, including the lectures, and has a certificate from the Grand or Division Lecturer
showing him qualified.” In1935 the Grand L odge eliminated the part of Section 165 which required
the lecturesinorder to qualify for the certificate. 1 n 1945, the certificateissuewasaganrased, this
time resulting in action to require that the certificate be issued not more than one year prior to
election.

The Grand Lodge amended and reenacted Section 126 in 1947 to read: No Lodge ghdl,
without digpensation from the Grand Mader, make more than five Entered Apprentices, or
Fellowcratts, or Master Masons at one Communication.”

In 1956 the Grand Lodge adopted aprayer to be used & the instdlation of officers. In that
year it aso agreed to modify the funeral service so that it might be used other than at the grave site.
This changewas made by the insartion or subgitutionof gopropriate words. Theword "grave was
changed to " body" with regard to the apron.

Also, the words "with the body" were substituted for "grave" at the close of the goron
portion. The words "the grave" inthe committal ceremony were changed to "his meker". Inthe
prayer of the Chaplain, theword "grave" was changed to "mortal remains’. However, Grand Lodge
went on record by recommending ". . . that the graveside service be used inevery ingance possble.”

In 1957 the Grand Lodge agreed to a charge to be used in the instd lation of the Chaplain.
It also adopted a conclusion for the ingtadlation ceremony by acceptance of the Marshal's
proclamation, to wit: "In the name of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free, and
Accepted Masons of the Commonwealth of Virginia, | proclaim the officers of Lodge
No. duly installed and the Lodge properly constituted for the ensuing yea."

A new Memorial Service was presented jointly by the Grand Master and the Grand Lodge
Committee on Work and accepted by the Grand Lodge in 1961.

In1962 the Grand L odge adopted the Tiler's oath as follows: "I, , hereon
solemnly swear that | have been regularly initiated, passed, and rased to the Sublime Degree of
Master Masoninajust and legally condituted Mager Mason's L odge; that | amnot now suspended
or expelled and know of no reason why | should be." In addition, the Grand Lodge in that year
approved abenediction for use with the funeral service when it was not given by the ninister.

In 1968 the Grand L odge agreed that the instructions given by the Worshipful Master after
the candidateis conducted out of the lodge roomat the cond uson of the first section of the Master
Mason's Degree should include an admonishment to retain the solemnity of the Degree. Inthisyear
on recommendaion of the Committee on Work, anew Memorial Service to be used in atiled lodge
was also adopted by Grand Lodge.

In 1970, the Grand L odge adopted a ceremony for the Consecration of a Lodge Hall and
adopted an optional Evening Memorial Service. The next yea it approved a resolution allowing a
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L odge of Sorrow to be opened and closed only once a year.

Grand Lecturers of Virginia

The first VirginiaMason to have the title of Grand L ecturer was James Cushman, who was
appointed by Grand Master Dr. John H. Purdie. He was apparently an associate of Jeremy Ladd
Cross, of Connecticut, who cameto Virginiain 1819 and exemplified the ritual to the Grand L odge,
the Grand Chapter of Roya Arch Masonsand thereafter organized the Grand Council of Roya and
Select Masters.

The office of Grand Lecturer wasfilled by Cushman for two or three yearsand, since hewas
authorized to vist only on invitation and to be paid only by the voluntary contributions by the
Lodges, the post fell into disuse and a resolution was adopted to discontinue the office in 1823.

In 1841 the next Grand Ledturer was appointed after Cushman some twenty yearsearlier.
He was JamesD. McCabe. He served a second term in 1842 in this same office.

In 1843 a Convention of Masons met in Batimore and Dr. John Dove, Grand Secreary of
Virginia, was elected its Presidert.

This convention conceived itsduty to be that of establishing a uniform mode of working and
"to recommend such measuresas shall tend to the elevation of this Order to its due degree of respect
throughout the world at large.” Four Committees were appointed to consider (a) the Work and
Lectures, (b) the funeral service, (c) Ceremonies of Consecration and Installation, and (d) M asonic
jurisprudence.

The report of this Convention was a 65 page document w hich contained the work of anon-
esoteric nature adopted by the convention, including the funeral service and the cerenonies of
consecration and installation.

On December 14, 1843 the Grand L odge adopted the work of the Convention as the official
work of Virginiaand ordered all subordinate Lodgesto abide thereby. Thusfor the firg time in its
history Virginia had aritua which was adopted by officia action.

After hearing the report of Dr. Dove in 1843, the Grand Master appointed two Grand
Lecturers, James D. McCabe for the EasternDidrict and Levi L. Stevenson for the Western Didrict.
Stevenson made arecommendation in 1844 that the Grand Lecturer for the Wester n District be not
appointed. The Grand Master appointed both of them, however, paying no atention to the
recommendation.

In 1845 the Rev. James D. McCabe informed the Grand Lodge that he was unable to
discharge the duties of the office of any Lodge. Levi L. Stevenson was appointed as the Grand
Lecturer and served in that post for sevenyears through 1852. Therewas no Committee on Work,
the Grand L ecturer simply taught the work in the Lodges tha requested hmto do so.
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Powhatan B. Starke, of Petersburg, was appointed Grand L ecturer in 1853, but asfar asthe
record shows he did not serve inthat office. Starke was followed by James Evans, being appointed
in 1853 and serving until 1872, when he resigned. He was reappointed in 1876 and served through
1880. J. R. Dowell was appointed Grand Lecturer in 1872 and served until 1876 when he died.
WilliamLovengtein was the fifth Grand L ecturer, serving from 1881 through 1882. The next Grand
Lecturer was Peyton S. Coles, who was appointed in 1883 and served through the year 1887.

In December 1887, the Grand Lodge at its Annual Communication laid off the Stateinto four
divisions, each of which wasto have a Lecturer , and the Working Committee would be composed
of these four L ecturersand five other brethren to be appointed by the Grand Master. One of the four
L ecturerswould dso be named GrandL ecturer. Under thisnew District or Division system the first
Grand Lecturer was J. C. Little. Appointed to serve with himas Lecture's were Harry B. Owens,
FrancisH. Hill, and George W. Wright. Little served for two years, 1887 and 1888.

George W. Wright was appointed Grand Lecturer in1889. The brother added as a L ecturer
in Little's place was John Clopton. Wright served until 1893 when he was elected Grand Junior
Deacon.

In 1893 George W. Carrington was named Grand Lecturer, he having been gpointed a
Lecturer in 1891. He served until 1895 when he waselected Grand Secretary in December of that
year.

The tenth brother to be Grand Lecturer was WilliamE. Turner, but he died during the year
and H. B. Owens was appointed by Grand Master Fitzgerdd to succeed him. He served until
December 1896 as Grand L ecturer.

C. G. Daviswas appointed Grand L ecturer in 1897 and served until 1902. Some changes
were made in the requiremerts as to members of the Committee and James M. Clift was appointed
aLecturer in 1901.

William T. Rea was appointed Grand Lecturer in 1903 by Grand M aster Thomas N. Davis
to replace James M. Clift. He continued to serve as Grand Lecturer until 1910. During his tenure
the Grand Lodge increased the number of Lecturing Divisions from four to six.

George W. Wright became Grand Lecturer a second timein 1910, he having been appointed
alL ecturer after he completed histermas Grand Master. Hewasappointed Grand Lecturer uponthe
death of WilliamT. Rea. He continued to serve as Grand Lecturer until his death in 1924. Two
brethren served as Assistant Grand L ecturerswith him: Most Worshipful E. L. Cunninghamin 1921
and JamesM. Clift in 1923.

JamesM. Clift wasagain appointed Grand Lecturer when GeorgeW. Wright died. Heserved
from 1924 until 1928 when he was elected Grand Secretary. He was succeeded in 1928 by Thomas
C. Nelson who served as Grand Lecturer until ill health forced him to retire in 1936. Nelson was
succeeded by Most Worshipful Ben W. Beach of Danville, who served nine years until 1946, when
he asked to be relieved of the duties of the office because of age and health.
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George Robert Marshall, of Victoria, wasappointed Grand Lecturer by Most Worshipful T.
Penn Coleman in 1946 and continued to serve in that post until his death in 1965.

Charles Armistead Sinclair, Jr., was the next Grand L ecturer, but the office remained open
for two yearsuntil he accepted thetitle and position in 1967 when Most Worshipful H. Bruce Green
assumed the office of Grand Master. "Charmie" served as Grand Lecturer until 1975 when he was
made Grand Lecturer Emeritus by the Grand Lodge.

The nineteenth Grand Lecturer was appointed by Most Worshipful Brother Seymour Levy
in 1975. Red James Simmons assumed the postion of Grand Lecturer in February and as of this
writing continuesto servethe Grand Lodge inthat capacity.

Conclusons

Certain fundamentds are to all intents and pur poses the same in every one of the forty-nine
Grand jurisdictions in the United States All American Lodges have a Master, two Wardens, a
Secretary, Treasurer, and Altar with the Holy Bible and the other Great Lights, lesser lights, three
degrees, requireaunanimousbalot, make Masonsonly of men, have the sameSubstitute Word given
inthesameway, aretiled, and havea ceremony of opening and closing. To some extent all dramatize
and exemplify the Mager'sdegree, althoughthe amourt of dramaand exemplification varieswiddy.

But beyond these and afew other sinple essertialsarewide variations. Apronsareworn one
way in one degree in one jurisdiction and another way in the same degree in another. In some
jurisdictions, Lodges open and close on the Master Mason's Degree; others on the First Degree;
othersonly in the degreewhich isto be"worked". L esser lightsaregrouped closgly about the Altar,
in atriangle to one side of the Altar, or in the dations of the Master and Warders. In some Lodges
the immediate Past Master plays an inportant part, asin England. Some Lodgeshave Inner Guards
and two Masters of Ceremonies Dividing, lettering, syllabling are amost as various in practice as
the jurisdictions. Obligations show certain close similaritiesinsome requiremerts; but what isa part
of the obligation in one jurisd ction may be merely an adnonition inanother.

While uniformity in work within jurisdictions is fairly well established as good American
Masonic practice, it isnot universal. There areseveral "workings' forinstance, permitted in English
Lodges, and even in some American jurisdictions, such as Kentucky, not all Lodges use the same
ritud.

Speculations - Will it change?
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