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May 20  
Annual AGO Banquet and Election of Officers 

 
Cocktails and Conversation 6:00 p.m.  

 
Mixed cheeses 

Shrimp Chinoise 
Smoked Oyster roll 

 
Music Program 6:45 p.m. 

 
Carolyn Victorine and Peggy Robison on the Steinway Twins 
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Carolyn Victorine, formerly a member of the Music Department of Hollins University and Roanoke College, 
is a well-known pianist appearing frequently in the area and throughout Virginia. She also maintains a 
private studio teaching both children and adults. A native of Roanoke, she is a graduate of Oberlin 
Conservatory of music and holds a Master of Music Degree in Piano Performance from the University of 
Illinois where she studied with Soulima Stravinsky and Stanley Fleetcher. She has soloed with the Roanoke 
Symphony and has made frequent guest appearances on radio, television, and in fine arts centers state-
wide. Carolyn has also served as organist in several area churches, has served as a past accompanist for 
the Roanoke Choral Society, and has performed extensively as a member of the Victorine-Wallenborn Duo 
and the Hollins Piano Quartet. 

 

Margaret (Peggy) Robison, with the encouragement of her father Salem physician Churchill Robertson, 
started piano lessons at an early age. At age sixteen, Peggy won a four-year competitive piano scholarship 
to Converse College in Spartanburg, South Carolina. After graduating with a degree in music, Peggy began 
post-graduate studies at The Julliard School of Music under the tutelage of Katherine Bacon. 

 

Peggy’s formal training and a promising career ended when she and her husband left New York and 
returned to the Roanoke Valley to raise their family. Peggy remained active in the community through such 
activities as the organization of the first summer camp for the fledgling Roanoke youth Symphony in 1959. 
She has been active at St. John’s Episcopal Church for almost fifty years. 

 

Now with her family grown, Peggy enjoys playing duos for the sheer love and enjoyment of the music, itself. 
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Dinner Alfresco on the Terrace 7:30 p.m.  
 

Rotisserie Chicken Salad  
Roast Pork Loin with Peach and Mango Chutney 

Grilled seasonal spring green vegetables 
Oriental Pasta Salad 

Broiled fresh Tomatoes in Balsamic with fresh basil 
Sally Lunn Bread 

  
Coffee Bar with  Mint Chocolate pound cake 

  
Suggested donation $10.00 

  
Spouses, significant others, guests that are lovers of church and organ music, prospective new 

members to the Guild are all welcome. 
We ask the courtesy of a reservation by May 18 to roanokeago@cox.net 

  
Parking is very limited on the mountain. Carpooling is suggested ( please work this out on your 

own) 
  

Are you coming from out of town? Do you need a Roanoke member to host you for the night? 
If you do not drive, do you need a ride? Please communicate with Karen Jones Harwood (915-

1191) …….. and we will organize to suit your needs. 
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Message from the Dean 
Karen Jones Harwood 

 

Many thanks go to our presenters at the April 1st meeting, the Reverend Dennis Roberts from Lynchburg 
(text of Reverend Robert’s presentation included in this issue) and Margaret Beasley from Roanoke. It was 
great to see and visit with those members who were able to attend. 

 

Another big thanks to our “chef”’ for the evening who asked for no accolades: the talented and able David 
Charles Campbell . Those who have been members of our local chapter for some time might be wondering 
if being a great cook is part of the job description for the Minister of Music at St. John’s Episcopal Church. 
St. John’s former Minister of Music, Jeryl Powell, treated and delighted us to many delicious meals. What’s 
more, our scholarship award is named in Jeryl’s honor. 

 

As for the Jeryl Powell scholarship, we have three applicants this year. The scholarship auditions will take 
place at First United Methodist Church in Salem on May 3. Auditions will begin at 11:00 a.m. and are open 
to any who wish to attend. Each musician will play two selections. 

 

On May 20th, our annual meeting will take us to the lovely home of David Charles Campbell and Charles 
Richards. We will again have the opportunity to enjoy drinks and a deliciously prepared, multi-course meal 
in a beautiful setting. We will have the opportunity to hear his two Steinway pianos as part of a duo piano 
concert by Carolyn Victorine and Peggy Robison. I hope you will all be able to attend what will be a 
wonderful evening of food, music, and fellowship. 

 

Message from the Sub-Dean 
David Charles Campbell 

 

Great thanks to the Reverend Dennis Roberts and Margaret Beasley for the program on April 1st. The 
conversation is only beginning in our "grow "( Or go seems to be fading fast) campaign. It was heartening to 
see so many of the Guild present and so many prospective new members. I found it just great that at 10:00 
p.m. we had to close the building and organists were still talking with each other in the parking lot at such a 
late hour. Please, keep talking, sharing your stories, bringing the gift of you to our meetings and by all 
means, share with us on the Board what we may do to HEAR and RESPOND to how the Guild may 
encourage you in your daily work. Obviously a little food and good wine made us all the happier. We'll plan 
on doing much more of the same. 

 

One conversation I heard from many of you informally through dinner and cocktails that night was directly 
related to weddings and funerals and specifically fees, time investment and all the joys and frustrations that 
we encounter as we carry on as the musicians for these intensely personal and important events. Fees 
seemed to percolate to the top of the conversations. What a wide margin we have among our members for 
compensation for these events. Disparate and unequal, and for some downright unfair seems more 
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accurate. Going forward we will work towards  a series of programs to help us understand what 
expectations and fair compensations might be for us to bond as a chapter. Perhaps we may possibly help 
as a chapter, educate those whom we are called to offer our gifts and services for these events and that 
thousands of hours of training and practice are not a "freebie". 

 

Looking at next fall we are planning a day trip to hear the wonderful new Fisk Organ at the Presbyterian 
Church in Lexington and Visit the famed Taylor and Body Organ at Trinity Church, Staunton. Fasten your 
seat belts as the tempo of our shared ride as a chapter is in accelerando. So much to anticipate in our new 
picture of possibilities. 

 

Easter JOY, always, and DO plan to attend the May concert and dinner. It promises to be grand fun! 
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Nominating Committee Report 
David Tate, Chair 

�

Board Nominations 

2008—2010 
 

Dean—David Charles Campbell 
Sub-Dean—Judith Snyder 
Secretary—Kelly  Wheelbarger 
Treasurer—Wallace Sutphin 

Placement—David Tate 

Summer Recitals—Rose  Ann Burgess 
Scholarship Competition—David Jones 
Webmaster/Newsletter—Richard Harwood 

Member at Large—A. Robert Chapman 

Member at Large—Nancy Delaney 

Member at Large—Karen Jones Harwood 

 

Thanks to David Tate, Rose Ann Burgess, and 
Nancy Delaney for serving on the nominating 
committee. 

 

Dean Nominee—David Charles Campbell  serves 
as Minister of Music at St. John’s Episcopal Church in 
downtown Roanoke. Prior to coming to St. John’s in 
2000, David Charles served as Minister of Music at 
the Rivermont Presbyterian Church in Lynchburg for 
19 ½ years. Currently St. John’s is entering into a 
major building program for the complete renovation of 
the chancel, nave and narthex which includes the 
renovated and restored historic Aeolian Skinner 
Organ contracted to Michael Quimby of Warrensburg, 
Missouri. In addition to working with the architects, 
organ committee, church committee and organ 
builders, David Charles spends his daily work in 
building intentional communities among the parishes 
many choirs. 

 

“Being a member of The American Guild of Organists 
is a both/and for me.” Organists are the only folks 
who know what it is like to work with clergy, 
parishioners, musicians, instrumentalists and singers 
and still maintain a language all our own. We live at 
the heart of Liturgy in motion. The AND is that we are 
so consumed where we work and play that we miss 
each other in busyness or contribute energies to a 
dislike or jealousy of one another that isolates us in a 
circle of support that does not understand our 
language or include our colleagues. It does not have 
to be this way. I choose the Guild. 

 

I need the community and relationships. When one of us succeeds, in reality we all succeed. My goal 
serving on the Board will be to Foster and build community, relationships, and share in new levels of 
excitement in making music together here in the valley. The possibilities are wonderful. Working towards a 
resource center and archival system will help us assess and clean up our process and happenings and 
provide a central AGO site going forward. 

 

It will be a gift to walk with each of you. I am humbled and grateful to be chosen for this task. Let us live out 
our work in joy and gladness. 
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Sub-Dean Nominee—Judith Snyder 

 

Judith Snyder serves as organist at First United Methodist Church in downtown Salem. August 2008 will 
mark 38 years that she has served in this position. Three years ago, First Church started a major building 
and organ project. A 51 rank Schantz organ was dedicated in recital by the renowned Ken Cowan, co-
sponsored by the church and Roanoke Guild of Organists.  

 

“I have served as treasurer for the past two years and look forward to my new role as sub-dean.” I joined 
the chapter, as I’m sure other members did also, to attend good and varied programs, to support each other 
and to share ideas and concerns. It is my goal to help bring good programs to the community and renew 
interest to folks to come be a part of our organization. I’ll look forward to serving the guild again in the 
future. 

 

Secretary Nominee—Kelly J. Wheelbarger  

 

Kelly J. Wheelbarger is a graduate of Bridgewater College and Virginia Tech. He has taught in the VA state 
public school system and is currently the Minister of Music and Organist at St. Andrew's Catholic Church in 
Roanoke. 

 

"I have enjoyed serving on the Roanoke AGO board for the 2007-08 year as chapter secretary.  When 
approached about renewing this position or accepting a new one I decided to accept the position of 
secretary for yet another year.  I am excited about our chapter's 'Renaissance.'  There are lots of exciting 
things in the works for the upcoming year that will promote both our chapter's presence in the Roanoke 
area and the organ as the 'King of Instruments.' I am happy to serve our chapter during these exciting 
timesof growth and renewal. 

 

Treasurer Nominee—Wallace (Wally) E. Sutphin   

Wallace is a choir member St. John’s Episcopal Church where he volunteers in the Parish Office.  Wallace 
studied organ with Jeryl Powell and was active for many years in the music department and Sunday School 
of Second Presbyterian Church.  He is presently retired from Norfolk Southern Corp. after 40 years of 
service in the Coal Marketing Department as Chief Rate Analyst.  

 

“I would like to support the AGO Chapter, because I think it is important for our organists and directors and 
those who support their work to have an organization that serves our common objective of providing good 
music and a place for sharing our goals and ideas.” It is my wish that the guild not only grow in membership 
but in strength and make its presence more prominent in the valley. 
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Placement Nominee—David Tate 

 

After completing college and two years in the Army, David left Roanoke in 1960 for graduate work in 
Boston.  (It was Jeryl Powell who suggested he study at The New England Conservatory of Music.)  Further 
post-graduate work was done at the School of Music, Northwestern University.  David served churches as 
organist/choirmaster in Massachusetts, New York, Illinois, and Connecticut, and presently in this capacity at 
St. Thomas of Canterbury Anglican Church, Roanoke.  

 

“AGO Chapters have always been a part of my professional life.”  Upon retirement four years ago, I moved 
back to Roanoke and became active in our local chapter.  Whether a professional church musician, or a 
part-time organist (pianist) and /or choir director, becoming a member of the AGO should be part of our job 
responsibilities.  It offers us educational opportunities, and social contacts.  In today's changing church 
music scene, we cannot exist alone.  We need each other.  "Support" is the key word. 

 

Scholarship Competition—David Jones 

 

David M. Jones. I am the Music Director of St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Christiansburg, VA and also 
maintain private music studios in Wytheville, Christiansburg and Blacksburg, VA. I moved back to the area 
in 2001 after teaching high school in Martinsville, VA and Greensboro, NC. I have a Bachelor's Degree in 
Music Education with an emphasis in Choral Music and Organ Performance, and a Masters of Fine Arts in 
Organ Performance, both from Radford University. I have recently taken an active role in the Roanoke AGO 
because I would to see it grow in the New River Valley and surrounding areas where there are no AGO 
chapters. I would also like to see more youth involved in the organ scene so that we may see a rise in the 
number of children and youth that are transitioning from organ to piano. 

 

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster Nominee—Richard L. Harwo od  

 

Richard’s music background includes both the bachelor and master of music degrees with a major in music 
theory and composition for both degrees. He was a brass player and played the euphonium, trombone, and 
French horn. He has composed for solo organ and music with organ accompaniment. “One of my favorite 
compositions is a setting of three Psalms for tenor, flute, and organ.” Richard is a retired professional 
librarian. 

 

“Regarding the Guild, it is people, after all, behind the composition and performance of organ and vocal 
music in concert and in worship.” The local chapter brings music to people by bringing in feature organists 
and through such series as the summer series. 

 

I also understand the importance of organizations in supporting and furthering a profession through my 
work with such groups as a professional librarian. I served on local and national library committees as a 
member of the American Library Association and as president of the media library organization Online 
Audiovisual Catalogers. I published numerous articles in various books and national magazines. 
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As newsletter editor and webmaster, I understand that La Trompette and the web site exist to serve the 
membership. They are more than a vehicle for communicating news and a calendar of events, but inform, 
as well. The messages from the Dean and Sub-Dean inform the membership on their perspectives on the 
Chapter and its activities throughout the year. I point to the interview I conducted with Cherry Rhodes as an 
example of an article that informed. Contributions from members are always welcome. 

 

The web site functions in several capacities and can be a convenience. For example, it compliments the 
newsletter in that the web version of the newsletter allows both our membership and web site visitors to 
access the newsletter online. The web membership directory is updated continually and is a readily 
available online source through its interactive e-mail and affiliation web site links. The web site is a 
gathering place for online access to other internet resources through links. A calendar of events is 
maintained on the home page of the web site. 

 

Given the complimentary nature of the printed newsletter and the web site, it is very convenient for both 
functions to reside with one person. 

 

Still, I do not see electronic resources replacing paper formats any time soon (despite many years of the 
mantra about moving into a paperless society.) The web version of La Trompette will never replace the 
printed newsletter. The web membership directory will never replace a nicely formatted and proper paper 
directory. I cannot yet picture myself curling up on the sofa with a computer terminal rather than curling up 
with a good book. Reading the New York Times over a cup of coffee at Starbuck’s is a rather nice 
experience that I am not ready to give up. 

 

Member at Large Nominee—A. Robert Chapman 

 

A. Robert Chapman has been an active member of the RCAGO since 1978 and founded "Meet the King" 
series in 1982. He has served on numerous committees and has been Dean several times. Recently 
retiring from Roanoke's First Presbyterian church, Robert now serves part-time at Broad Street Christian 
Church in Martinsville, VA., while continuing MTK series as "4 Sundays @4" each August. “Despite a 
profession that limits spending time with colleagues, I have enjoyed the camaraderie, sharing ideas and 
gatherings throughout the years that have usually been an invaluable impetus to creative thoughts and 
musical thinking.” 

 

Member at Large Nominee—Nancy Delaney 

 

Nancy Delaney is Organist/Director of Church Music at Christ Lutheran in Roanoke, where she has served 
since spring of 1994. She has been an active member of our chapter of the AGO since moving to Roanoke 
in 1993 and served on the board in 1997.  
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Member at Large Nominee—Karen Jones Harwood 

 

Karen has been Director of Music/Organist at Windsor Hills United Methodist Church in Roanoke since 
May, 2004.  A native of Roanoke, she lived about 25 years out of state before returning to Roanoke in the 
summer of 2003.  Almost the first 9 months back in Roanoke was served as organist at Raleigh Court 
United Methodist.  Karen has served Episcopal, Presbyterian, Methodist and Congregational Churches in 
the states of Texas, Pennsylvania, Tennessee and Florida.   

 

Karen is also a harpsichordist and has performed locally with the Valley Chamber Orchestra.  She also 
served two seasons as harpsichordist with the Nittany Valley Orchestra. 

 

Karen gave programs for the King of Instruments series in 2003 and 2004.  She also gave a program in 
2007 for the Martinsville’s King of Instrument series.  She has also participated in concerts for the Greene 
Memorial Fine Arts Series and Summer MusicFest. 

 

Karen has belonged to all the AGOs in the areas that she has lived.  In 1999, she was Registrar and on the 
program committee for the Area IV Regional Convention held in Knoxville, TN. 

 

“I view the Guild as twofold: social and educational.”  It is the one time that we can come together and learn 
about each others experiences-both professional and some of life outside of our careers.  Professionally, it 
is a vehicle for ideas-both through formal programs and the sharing of ideas and learning what others are 
doing in their positions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Board Meeting 

April 8, 2008 
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The Church Musician as Music Therapist 

Working as Musicians within the Temporal Church Yea r 
The Reverend Dennis S. Roberts 

 

It is a special honor for me to be with you this evening for this AGO event and I thank David Charles  for the 
invitation and for your gracious hospitality. 

 

In preparation for these remarks, a multi-faceted outline emerged. Unfortunately, each of those points easily 
could be a separate program. Therefore, in the time set aside for this segment tonight, I’m going to try and 
hit the highlights of several themes that I trust will be helpful for your reflection on your personal call to 
ministry as well as for your communal efforts to revitalize this AGO chapter. 

 

It was almost twenty years ago that (Roanoke AGO member) Nancy Delaney  and I were serving on the 
Virginia Synod Worship Committee which had among its responsibilities the formulation of several summer 
workshops for church musicians. Nancy  knew of a clergy-musician team from Pennsylvania that was 
available to do a workshop titled “Crazy Clergy and Ornery Organists.” Crazy Clergy and Ornery Organists. 
Of course, it could be Ornery Clergy and Crazy Organists, but that destroys the alliteration. 

 

One reason I have come to appreciate that title is that I have been on both sides of 
that invisible divide – I was the ornery organist before I became the crazy clergy 
person. As I look back over my almost combined thirty years as both an ornery 
organist and as a crazy clergyperson, I give thanks for the clergy with whom I – as 
a musician – have been privileged to work. When I hear the horror stories about 
the bad clergy-musician situations that are out there, I am always reminded of how 
fortunate I have been. 

 

As an ornery organist, but even more so as a crazy clergyperson, I am convinced 
that what you as musicians do to lead divine worship is what makes or breaks the 
worship experience. Good music and liturgy can salvage a bad sermon a lot easier 

than a good sermon can redeem poor music.  

 

You – as musicians responding to the Spirit’s call to use your gifts and talents to lead the people’s song –  
are engaged in serious theological work, and coming from the Lutheran tradition in which so much of our 
theology is put to music, I am very aware of the importance of what you bring to the life and worship of the 
church.  

 

Though some of my clergy colleagues may disagree, preaching cannot command the full range of 
possibilities inherent in music. Thomas Trotter, in an essay titled “A Theology of Church Music,” observes 
that “. . . the theology of a period strangely survives in its religious music and not in its discursive speech. 
We still sing hymns from the third century, but who but scholars read the sermons of that period? 
Plainchant survives, but the medieval homilies have not. The Reformation lives in its hymns as does the 
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evangelical revival of the 18th century in Wesley and Watts. The irony is that the medium most dependent 
upon time is in fact the most timeless medium.” 

 

John Killinger, much-published author and former pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Lynchburg, writes: 
“We have to plan the musical fare with the care we do our sermons or prayers. If it is true that more doctrine 
is learned from hymns than from sermons, and that Christianity sings, not speaks, its way in the world, then 
we should spare no effort to ensure that the music with which we worship God is the finest music of our 
time.” 

 

I will not parse what John may mean by the phrase “the finest music of our time,” because that is a lecture 
for another time and place. However, I think he points quite accurately to the centrality of the musicians’ 
place and role in proclaiming the Gospel and transmitting the Christian tradition to the generations that will 
follow us. 

 

Marion Hatchett, in his book A Guide to the Practice of Church Music, writes, 
“From the early days of the church, music has been integral to the worship of 
God. Music gives solemnity, beauty, joy and enthusiasm to the worship of the 
community. It imparts a sense of unity and sets an appropriate tone for a 
particular celebration. . . It nourishes and strengthens faith and assists 
worshipers in expressing and sharing their faith. It heightens texts so that they 
speak more fully and more cogently. It highlights the basic structure of the rites. 
It expresses and communicates feelings and meanings which cannot be put 
into words. As Messiaen expressed it: ‘The joy of music is that it can go beyond 
words – which are too precise. Music can express what there is in the soul.’”  

 

We, as crazy clergy and ornery organists, are called to the task of ministry to people’s souls, to address 
those deep places that are often beyond words. We are given the privilege of trying to reveal and “unpack” 
the riches of divine grace so that a loving God can work through our humble gifts of music and words to 
transform people’s lives. We are given this ministry as a sacred trust, a ministry to carry out together in 
partnership. We are given this ministry as a sacred trust to carry out with and for each other as organists 
and clergy. 

 

It goes without saying that we, today, live and seek to do ministry in an increasingly challenging 
environment. Clashing expectations abound. We are never going to please everyone, not that we ever 
could. The complexity and brokenness of people’s lives impact our ministries. There may be those times 
when you feel more like a therapist than a musician as the burdens of choir members or other parishioners 
intrude upon YOUR planning or rehearsal or worship time. There may be those times when your own 
frustrations and life issues interfere with your ministry. 

 

In both scenarios, I would suggest that Christian community and the mutual consolation of souls can be an 
oasis of grace. As ministers in a congregation, we need to keep in mind that there are those times when the 
most important thing may not be what WE want to accomplish in a Bible study or a rehearsal or a 
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committee meeting. The most important thing may be to follow the prompting of the Spirit to provide a 
sense of community, an oasis of grace, for others in that particular time and place.  

 

Likewise, those of us who minister and work in the life of a congregation need to have OUR oasis of grace, 
OUR Sabbath time. That’s why we have to be intentional about carving out and setting aside time for 
reflection, rest, and renewal. We must reconnect with God and our inner self, which then helps us to get 
reconnected to other human beings. That’s where organizations such as the AGO can be invaluable by 
providing a place and framework for collegiality and re-charging our own batteries. 

 

One of the buzz words in some clergy circles these days is “self-care.” When misused, self-care can quickly 
become a synonym for laziness, which is especially galling to those of us who tend to be workaholics. 
However, when understood and executed properly, care of call and care of self are integral for faithful and 
healthy ministry in the life of the church. 

 

One place this self-care can take place is for us to seek out times and places where we can be a participant 
in worship rather than a leader of worship. This may be possible by attending periodically a worship service 
in another congregation at a time or on a day of the week when not engaged at our own congregation.  

 

Or, if you’re like me and are very picky about church music and worship and have trouble getting into a 
worshipful frame of mind because of analyzing and critiquing how others lead worship, to really participate 
in a liturgy that will feed and nourish you may involve travel to a larger church or cathedral somewhere or 
attendance at a regional or national conference, such as AGO or Association of Anglican Musicians or 
Association of Lutheran Church Musicians.    

 

For those of us in liturgical traditions, the church year can also provide a framework for reflection and 
renewal – and I commend it to those who may not follow the fullness of the church year in your place of 
ministry.  

 

The traditional liturgical calendar of the Christian Church consists of two cycles: the temporal and the 
sanctoral. The temporal cycle – Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and Pentecost – is the yearly 
commemoration of the redemptive acts of God, who in Christ was reconciling the world through divine love 
for all humanity.  
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When working through this temporal cycle, consider the following possibilities for prayerful reflection on 
your sense of call and your mission and ministry: 

 

·  In the Advent season, what are those things for which you hope and anticipate? 

·  In the Christmas season, what is being born anew for you and in you? 

·  In the Epiphany season, how are you showing forth or manifesting the gifts that have been given 
you? 

·  In the season of Lent, what do you need to confess? For what do you need to seek forgiveness? 

·  In the Easter season, what is being resurrected or raised up or set free? 

·  In the season of those many Sundays after Pentecost – what some traditions call Ordinary Time – 
how are you growing in your sense of call, in your experience of God’s grace? 

 

The sanctoral cycle of the church year – focusing on selected exemplars of the faith – shows how the acts 
of God in Christ are brought to an individual focus in particular lives. The observance of both cycles ensures 
that the acts of God will be related to individual, everyday life, and that ordinary life 
will be seen as capable of proclaiming the Gospel.  

 

The sanctoral cycle includes not only biblical saints; but, also later saints and 
various martyrs, confessors, pastors, theologians, missionaries, 
renewers of church and society, artists, and scientists representing every 
century of the Christian tradition. In and through the lives of these 
faithful people, we are reminded that the Gospel is brought down to daily 
living and daily living becomes the work of God. 

 

In the Lutheran sanctoral cycle, July 28 is a day of commemoration for musicians Johann Sebastian Bach, 
Heinrich Schuetz, and George Frederick Handel. These three composers made profound and lasting 
contributions to the life and ministry of the Christian Church as well as to the broader culture. Their annual 
commemoration gives the church an opportunity to reflect, with renewed appreciation, on music as a gift of 
God and the fact that YOU as musicians are among those who bring the Gospel down to daily living. This 
commemoration also gives the church an opportunity to give thanks for all who make music in the life of the 
Church; and, to pray that God will continue to raise up new generations of church musicians to lead us in 
worship.  

 

There’s a great little anecdote toward the end of Christoph Wolff’s biography of Johann Sebastian Bach in 
which Wolff tells the story about Mozart’s first encounter with Bach’s music. Thirty-nine years after Bach’s 
death, Mozart visited the St. Thomas School in Leipzig and listened to a performance of one of Bach’s 
motets. After a few measures, Wolff writes, “Mozart sat up, startled” and, at the close of the performance, 
cried out, “This is music one can learn from!” 
  

I believe that we, as musicians and clergy, have a lot we can learn from one another. As an ornery organist, 
I certainly learned a lot from clergy; and, as a crazy clergyperson, I have learned – and am continuing to 
learn – much from church musicians. You as musicians have much to offer and learn from each other, 
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which is why organizations such as the AGO are so important. As a fellow pilgrim, I thank you for your 
partnership and ministry, and close with these words from the book of Colossians: 
 

Be filled with the Spirit addressing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody to the 
Lord with all your heart, always and for 
everything, giving thanks through the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him. 

 

 

Again, thank you so much. 

 

The Reverend Dennis S. Roberts 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

Lynchburg, Virginia 

1 April 2008 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mitchell Crawford to Graduate Juilliard School of M usic 
Richard Cummins 

 

 Mitchell Crawford will graduate from the Juilliard School this May. He will have 
completed his fourth year of organ study under Paul Jacobs at the New York school 
where he was admitted with Presidential Distinction. A native of Christiansburg, Virginia, 
he began organ studies with Richard Cummins  at age 15. At The Juilliard School 
Mitchell performed regularly both in ensembles and as soloist. In February 2005 he made 
his New York debut at Alice Tully Hall.  During his Juilliard years, Mitchell was organist 

for the New York Youth Symphony and performed with that orchestra in New York's renowned Carnegie 
Hall.  More recently Mitchell was invited to play a recital at Harvard University on the instrument made 
famous by E. Power Biggs. Mitchell has recently been appointed Assistant Organist at New York's Fifth 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, which this year celebrates its Bicentennial. Mitchell will play his graduation 
recital at Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church at 8pm on 23 April. 
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INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED ORGANIST TO PERFORM IN LE XINGTON 
 

Internationally acclaimed organist Lynne Davis  will present a recital at Lexington 
Presbyterian Church, Lexington, Virginia, on Sunday, April 27 at 3 p.m. The concert is 
part of the continuing celebration of the new C. B. Fisk pipe organ, opus 128.instrument. 
The program will include works of Langlais, Alain, Franck, Widor, Dumage, Scheidt, and 
J. S. Bach. The concert is open to the public. 

  

Lynne Davis is a leading international concert organist whose career was launched by 
taking first Prize at the prestigious St. Albans Organ Competition in England, and has grown to bring honors 
such as being a featured artist at the centennial American Guild of Organists national convention in New 
York. She was also a featured artist at the 2004 national convention in Los Angeles and recently appeared 
on the inaugural series of the new Casavant organ at Brick Presbyterian Church in New York City on her 
2005 fall tour. This tour also included recitals and lectures in Minnesota, Michigan and Georgia. In the 
summer of 2007 she will have served as a member of the jury at the St. Albans International Organ 
Competition. 

  

Like many young American organists, Lynne Davis decided to spend her early twenties in Paris studying 
with French masters of the art. Unlike her colleagues, however, Lynne Davis has returned home over the 
years only to perform. France became her adopted home. After graduation with honors from the University 
of Michigan where she studied with Robert Clark, she left for France to study with Marie-Claire Alain. While 
there, she earned a diploma under Jean Langlais at the Schola Cantorum in Paris, then a diploma from the 
École César Franck under Edouard Souberville. 

  

Further studies with Maurice and Marie-Madeline Duruflé as well as other European master organists took 
place while she fulfilled her duties as Titular Organist at the Church of St. Peter and St. Paul in Clamart, 
near Paris. Ms. Davis later was appointed titular organist of the 1868 Cavaille-Coll organ at the Church of 
St. Pierre and served as professor of organ at the Conservatoire de Musique in Clamart. She is a noted 
teacher, the first American ever to earn the coveted French "Certificate d’Aptitude de Professeur d’Orgue" 
and a member of many international competition juries. 

  

Her late husband, Pierre Firmin-Didot, was president and founder of the prestigious Chartres International 
Organ Competition, and between them the couple played a major part in the French organ music scene. 
Ms. Davis played an important role in the organization of the 1992 exhibition "The Organs of Paris" and 
served as artistic coordinator and one of the organists for the recordings made by Erato of twenty 
instruments in the French capital. This series of recordings won the prize of the President of the Republic 
from the Charles Cros Academy. Her own most recent CD "Musique pour Cathedrales" was recorded at 
Chartres Cathedral. 

  

Lynne Davis performs extensively and always to enthusiastic critical acclaim both in Europe and North 
America. Her recordings include discs of the Schulze organ at Armley in England and the famed organ at 
Chartres Cathedral. She has made a number of broadcast recordings for the BBC in Great Britain and the 
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Bayerischer Rundfunk in Germany and has also been heard on France Musique and Radio Classique in 
France. Ms. Davis is active as a lecturer, especially in the area of French organ literature and its history as 
well as the organ and stained glass windows at Chartres Cathedral. She was Professor of Organ at the 
French National Regional Conservatory in Caen from 1997 to 2006. 

  

In the fall of 2006 she was appointed Associate Professor of Organ, holding the Ann & Dennis Ross 
Endowed Faculty of Distinction chair at the Wichita State University College of Fine Arts. School of Music in 
Kansas. Her duties include producing the annual Bloomfield Organ Recital Series. 

  

Contact: William McCorkle at wmccorkle@lexpres.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pipe Organ Encounter for Young People at St. Paul's  Episcopal Church, Salem. 
Saturday, May 31st, 10:00 a.m. 
K.J. Wheelbarger 
 

All guild members who teach piano (or organ) are encouraged to attend with their students. Paul 
Colley will narrate John Barr's "An Orchestra in the Organ" with David Jones and Rose Ann Burgess  
playing. Then, Rose Ann , David, and Kelly Wheelbarger  will each play a piece featuring the flute, 
reed, and diapason colors in the organ*. 

 

Students should bring a short piece to play on the organ.  At the end of the presentation numbers 
from a hat (or an offering plate) will be drawn for kids to play something on the organ as long as time 
(or interest) permits. Teachers will pre-approve the piece this child chooses to bring. A peek into the 
'whistle box' will conclude this morning program. 

 

* the string chorus is out of commission on the Noack. 
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LEXINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, LEXINGTON, VIRGINIA 
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THRASHER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH IN VINTON 
SACRED AND SECULAR MUSIC 
TMMC CHORUS 
JUDY BARGER EDGELL, CONDUCTOR 
JANICE HUMPHREYS, ACCOMPANIST�
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ST. ANDREW’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
ROANOKE COLLEGE CHOIR, JEFFREY SANDBORG, DIRECTOR  
ROANOKE COLLEGE CHOIR'S FAREWELL CONCERT BEFORE ITS CONCERT TOUR OF NORMANDY. 
FEATURED: SACRED SETTINGS BY VICTORIA, SWEELINCK, FETLER, AND SANDBORG, IN ADDITION 
TO AMERICAN MUSICAL THEATER, GOSPEL, FOLK AND SPIRITUALS. 
FREEWILL OFFERING TAKEN TO SUPPORT THE NATIONAL D-DAY MEMORIAL IN 
BEDFORD, VA �
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—SALEM ���� ����
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BROAD STREET CHRISTIAN CHURCH, 106 BROAD ST. AT MARKET , MARTINSVILLE 

CHANCEL CHOIR OF BROAD STREET CHRISTIAN CHURCH & FRIENDS PRESENT FRANCK’S 
“PSALM 150”, CANTIQUE DE JEAN RACINE”, AND FAURÉ’S “REQUIEM” IN ADDITION TO FRENCH 
ORGAN WORKS BY LANGLAIS AND SAINT’-SEÄNS. FREE WILL OFFERING. �
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TANGLEWOOD MALL ����
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OLIN HALL , ROANOKE COLLEGE  
CELEBRATING SEVEN YEARS OF PERFORMING THE VERY BEST IN CHORAL MUSIC!  A MUSICAL 
WALK DOWN MEMEORY LANE WITH FAVORITE SELECTIONS FROM EACH CONCERT OF THE PAST 
SEVEN YEARS!  EXCERPTS FROM SEVERAL AARON GARBER COMPOSITIONS: MASS FOR PEACE 
AND TWO ORATORIOS, JOB AND MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS.  ALSO THE WONDERFUL MUSIC 
OF MOSES HOGAN, RODGERS AND HART AND HAMMERSTEIN AND OTHERS. 
ASRON GARBER, CONDUCTOR AND MUSIC DIRECTOR, MELIA GARBER, PIANIST  
TICKETS $10/CHILDREN AND STUDENTS FREE  
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR AND AT HAYDEN MUSIC, SALEM TIMES REGISTER, AND 
COLLEGE LUTHERAN CHURCH, SALEM� 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, JEFFERSON & MCCLANNAHAN STREETS 

JOSEPH H. KENNEDY, DIRECTOR 
FREE, OFFERING TAKEN����
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 23 STARLING AVENUE, MARTINSVILLE  
FROM WESTMINSTER CHOIR COLLEGE/RIDER UNIVERSITY 
THIS PROFESSIONAL CHOIR IS CELEBRATING THEIR 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF OUTSTANDING 
PERFORMANCES WITH THE WORLD LARGEST (8 OCTAVES) SETS OF MALMARK HANDBELLS AND 
CHOIR CHIMES. FREE-WILL OFFERING�
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ST. THOMAS OF CANTERBURY ����
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CHATEAU LAGNIAPPE ; DAVID CHARLES CAMPBELL ’S RESIDENCE, 4140 JAE VALLEY ROAD 
(DIRECTIONS ON LAST PAGE ) 
CAROLYN VICTORINE AND PEGGY ROBISON, DUO PIANO PROGRAM ON THE STEINWAY TWINS 
MUSIC BY GERSHWIN, RACHMANINOFF, ARENSKY, AND OTHERS 
6:00 P.M. COCKTAILS 
6:45 P.M. ENTERTAINMENT 
7:30 P.M. DINNER ALFRESCO ON THE TERRACE 
SUGGESTED DONATION FOR DINNER $10.00 
CARPOOLING SUGGESTED�

3 �1� "-�
� +)'(�1 �
,2## �03�

� 1��*5+��� � *�0�)�  �� ��'!��� 5 ��<+)� �
FAIRVIEW CHRISTIAN CHURCH 2701 CAMPBELL AVE., LYNCHBURG 
SPEAKER: THE REV. MR. D. JACK HAMILTON, CONGREGATIONAL CARE MINISTER  
FAIRVIEW CHRISTIAN CHURCH, HAROLD WRIGHT, COORDINATOR. 
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May 27, Tuesday @ 6:00 PM (Mark your calendar)  
 

Closing Banquet: Fairview Christian Church ( 2701 Campbell Ave., Lynchburg) 
 

Directions: Take Campbell Ave. Exit on the Expressway heading North. 
 

The cost of the dinner is $15.00 pp 
 

The menu prepared by the ladies of Fairview Christian Church will be: 
 

Baked Chicken, Green Beans, Potatoes au Gratin, Helen William's famous salad, 
Home Made Yeast Rolls, & Special Stylized Chocolate Desert. 

 
Table Service by the ladies of the church. 

 
There is plenty of parking space on the church property. Park at the rear of the church building and 
the entrance to the Fellowship Hall is directly off the parking lot.  
 
If you are planning to attend the Banquet please send in your reservation and payment ASAP so 
that the Caterer can plan accordingly. There will be facilities to pay at the door. But, there will be 
only a limited number of extra dinners. The cut off for mailing in your payment is May 15th.  
 
Make Checks Payable to: Dolores Evans - Caterer  
 
Address your envelope:  
 

Fairview Christian Church  
2701 Campbell Ave.  
Lynchburg, VA 24501  
Att: Dolores Evans  

 

Speaker:  
 
The Rev. Mr. D. Jack Hamilton, Congregational Care Minister  
Fairview Christian Church, Harold Wright, Coordinator.  
 

There will be entertainment organized by Mat Johnson from the Music Department at Lynchburg 
College. 
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Residence tracker pipe organ is in need of a new home. Currently located in Old Town Alexandria, it was built in Chicago by Walter 

Bradford in 1999.  It has two, 61 note manuals, a 32 note concave pedalboard, and surrounded by a beautiful mahogany case with 

oak carvings.  It has a warm enveloping sound, while not overwhelming the player’s ear or neighbors.  Key action is smooth and 

sensitive.  Asking price is $25,000.  Call Victoria Shields 703-899-8567 for more information.   

 

Manual I: 8’ Gedeckt 

Manual II: 8’ Rohrflote 

Pedal: 8’ Bourdon 
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Directions to  

Chateau Lagniappe 

4140 JAE Valley Road 

Roanoke, Virginia 24014 

 

Home of David Charles Campbell 

and 

Charles Richards 

540-427-2820 

 

R ou te  A  

·  Take 116 South from Jefferson Street- Walnut Avenue to Piedmont Ave. 

·  Left on Piedmont , right on Riverland Road 

·  Follow signs for 116 South through Mt. Pleasant 

·  Cross under the Blue Ridge Parkway beyond Brookfield Estates and proceed 2 ½ miles 

·  Descend the hill to Back Creek at the bottom of Windy Gap Mountain 

·  Ascend the Mountain Four sharp curves 

·  Route 803 is on the right= Carr Rouse Road 

·  4140 JAE Valley Road is directly across the street from Carr Rouse Road on the Left climbing the 

mountain. 

 

R ou te  B  

·  Take Elm Avenue East becomes Bullit Avenue to 13th Street 

·  Right on 13th Street, becomes Bennington 

·  Follow Bennington to dead end at Rout 116, Mt. Pleasant Blvd. 

·  Left onto 116 South- follow the above directions through Mt. Pleasant. 

 

Approx. 12 minutes from Jefferson street to the mountain house 

 

Speed traps matter at Mt. Pleasant Rescue Squad 

 

38 is fine, 39 your mine- there are often driver license permits checks on 116 South, so always have yours with 

you as these occur at all hours, day and night. 

 


