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Presidents Message: Dennis Slater 

 
I would like to apologize to all of our members and 
associates for our lack of a newsletter over the last 
year.  While we may not have gotten a newsletter 
out (the work involved in doing a newsletter, all by 
volunteers, is significant) the TBWA has continued 
its proactive efforts towards preserving and 
improving our local wetlands.   
 
Thanks to your support, and the organizational 
efforts of Pat Marchbanks, we had a record 
breaking fundraiser in March.  Weôve completed 
maintenance projects on the North Pintail Slough, 
and the all important search for water goes on.  
We had well attended General Meetings in March 
and September that set organizational priorities for 
the next year.     
 
The TBWA has been very successful in building 
mutually beneficial relationships with our neighbors 
and partners in the waterfowl/wetland conservation 
community.  The TBWA Board has made a 
commitment to extend a helping hand, when 
possible, to our ófellow travelersô.   
 
The TBWA has generously supported a number of 
worthy programs over the last year.   
 
We sponsored lunch, at the Kern National Wildlife 
Refuge, for all of the youth hunters and their 
chaperones attending the special youth hunt 
weekend last February.  
 
We also donated $1,000.00 each to the CWA 
Youth Camp Program and the CWA Junior Duck 
Stamp Program/Competition.  We all know that 
supporting and encouraging the next generation of 
waterfowlers is vital to the continued existence of 
our wetlands. 

 
We provided major sponsorship dollars to the new 
DU Fundraising Committee in Bakersfield for their 
inaugural shoot and BBQ in May.  We also made a 
major gun contribution to the Ventura DU Chapter 
for their November fundraiser. 
 
We continued our sponsorship of both an adult 
and a youth shotgun as raffle prizes for Kern 
County Sportsmanôs Night. 
 
It was decided at the Fall Meeting of the 
Membership, held at the Burbank Land Club in 
September, that the TBWA should continue our 
major sponsorship of our primary partners, the 
California Waterfowl Association and Duckôs 
Unlimited, through their local fundraising 
committees.  In line with this decision, a $10,000 
donation was made in October to the CWA 
Bakersfield Fundraising Committee.  We all know 
the support and services the TBWA receives from 
CWA. 
 
A comparable donation will be given to the 
Bakersfield Duckôs Unlimited Committee at their 
fundraiser scheduled for February 9, 2008.  DU 
has made a firm commitment that these funds will 
be earmarked specifically and exclusively for one 
of the projects theyôre working on in the Tulare 
Lake Basin.  Itôs great to know that money raised 
locally will be spent locally. 
 
Your support of the TBWA at our future 
fundraisers is vital to the success of our 
organization.  We will achieve many more of our 
goals in cooperation with organizations of like 
mind, rather than going it alone.  Thanks for your 
continued support and involvement. 

 
 



 

Chairmanôs Blind ï C. Jeff Thomson 

 

Keep óem flowing 
 
The TBWA has just completed the Clean-Out of 
the Alpaugh Canal which the Association has 
leased for many years from the Alpaugh Irrigation 
District.  This canal is a vital link within the North 
Pintail Slough complex which ties about 20 
member clubs together for surface water 
deliveries.  In late summer of this year a large 
Excavator was rented and delivered to the South 
end of the Project...The Fry ranches had a trained 
operator who than excavated the four mile canal 
removing from 9 inches to 18 inches of the matted 
tules and cattails. At the Burbank crossing the 48 
inch pipe was replaced as it was rusted out.  

 
All TBWA Stakeholders are encouraged to view 
the work completed either at Pond Road on the 
south or Garces Highway on the north... The 
TBWA invested a little over $13,000 on the  entire 
project including equipment, labor, pipe and diesel. 
Water can now move more freely  north and south 
and upon the completion of the West-East Pintail 
Slough(WEPS). 
   

 

KNWR Report, Scott Frazier 

  
U.S. Department of Fish & Game signs the 

Tulare Basin Wildlife Management Area Plan 

 
October 29, 2007, Director Dale Hall signed the 
Tulare Basin WMA. The service will protect up to 
22,000 acres within this approved acquisition 
boundary, primarily through the purchase of 
conservation easements. No more than 2,000 
acres will be purchased in fee. Since the private 
lands position at Kern NWR Complex is already 
funded and staffed, O & M cost would be 
negligible. 

  
Land acquisition will be on a willing seller basis 
only. Purchase of a Conservation Easement 
interest in lands remaining private are proposed. 
Tulare Basin Wetlands Association represents 
private landowners and are staunch proposal 
supporters. 
 
Kern Refuge staff will be the main speaker at the 
TBWA Annual spring meeting Saturday March 8, 
2008. They will be explaining the proposal and 
options available. 

 

 

TBWA and the California Fish and Game 

Commission - Art Spaulding  Government Affairs 

 
The California Fish and Game Commission 
establishes the dates and other matters related to 
the California waterfowl seasons.  Those seasons 
vary in California generally in accord with its north-
south dimensions and the patterns of migratory 
waterfowl, but the dates must comport with the 
limitations determined by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.  Usually, Fish and Wildlife rules that the 
waterfowl season shall not exceed 107 days 
between a starting date in August  and a date at 
the end of January of the following year. 
 
Years ago the California Fish and Game 
Commission created the South San Joaquin Zone 
to give effect to the unique water and pond-
flooding problems of the southerly portions of 
ancestral Tulare Lake.  To a significant extent 
agriculture has replaced waterfowl habitat, and the 
Commission recognized that the migratory 
behavior of waterfowl in the southerly San Joaquin 
Valley demanded the distinction of a separate 
hunting zone.  What the Commission failed to 
recognize in creating this zone was that ducks 
went through this zone earlier than usual and that 
there is a long dry-spell in late October and 
November when there is little duck migration. 
 
Historically, the California Waterfowl Association 
(CWA), located in Sacramento, has made 
recommendations to the CA Fish and Game 
Commission concerning the dates and other 
matters related to the oncoming waterfowl seasons 
in different parts of California.  The Commission 
has been highly responsive to the CWA 
recommendations. 
 
Several years ago TBWA was included in the 



 

membership of the CWA Committee on 
Regulations and Traditions (RandT) in order to 
give it a voice in the recommendations to be 
submitted to the Commission.  At the outset TBWA 
had little influence in affecting these 
recommendations. By dint of contributions, both 
financial and advisory, to CWA, we became a vital 
force in influencing CWA's advice to the 
Commission.  For example,  we gave CWA 
$10,000 last year, and at its 2006 meetings of the 
RandT Committee we made it quite clear that we 
needed an early 
opening season date 
to coincide with the 
early waterfowl 
migration. 
 
The consequence of 
this new rapport with 
CWA was the approval 
by the Fish and Game 
Commission in 2006 to 
authorize for the South 
San Joaquin Zone an 
opening season date in 
the first week in 
October instead of two 
weeks later.  All of us in TBWA have benefitted 
from this decision. 
 
Prior to the 2007-2008 waterfowl season TBWA 
attended meetings of the Fish and Game 
Commission and CWA.  At the meetings of the 
former it was made clear to us that the interests of 
TBWA were fully understood, and the Department 
of Fish and Game would recommend to its 
governing body an early season opening date and 
a season virtually the same in character and length 
as in 2006-2007.  At the meeting of the CWA 
RandT Committee in August of this year there was 
no discussion of our proposed season, and the 
Committee recommended exactly what we wanted, 
a season beginning early in October and ending 
the last Sunday in January, 2008. 
 
As a result of energies we have expended in 
communicating our interests to CWA and to the 
CA Fish and Game Commission, we have 
established a presence in Sacramento which 
should endure, provided we remain vigilant and 
resourceful in representing our collective concerns 
in timely fashion. 

 

 

TBWA Sponsors Youth Day, George Oberstadt 

 
In mid April CWA held the second annual ñOutdoor 
Adventures Dayò at the Buena Vista Aquatic 
Recreation Area (near Bakersfield) to introduce 
youths to outdoor recreation and conservation.   
 
It was a little cloudy and windy and just a bit cold 
but it didnôt rain and the busy schedule of activities 
and great food kept all the spirits high.  The brand 

new Kern County Gun club facilities were the hosts 
for all of the shooting, including archery, pellet gun 
and shotgun.   
 

 
 
Dave Hardt (Kern National Wildlife Refuge 
Manager) led the archery instruction station.  
 
Activities: 

- Ken Ferra of Kern County Gun Club led 
shot gun shooters.  He was assisted by 
Harold Staatt for the day. 

- Nick Stanley of Kern NWR led the youths 
through a decoy painting exercise. 

- Scott Frazer of Kern NWR led campers 
through a wildlife discovery activity where 
they learned about animal signs.  



 

- Dewey Compton recruited members of the 
Kern River Fly Fishermanôs Association to 
teach fly-tying and fly-casting.  The wind 
was too strong for the fly-casting but fly-
tying was a big hit.  

 
Many thanks to our hosts and all of the volunteers 
that made the day possible:  Kern County Gun 
Club, Kern County Parks and Rec, Dave Hardt, 
Scott Frazer, Nick Stanley, Dewey Compton and 
the Kern River Fly  Fishermanôs Association, Ken 
Ferra, Harold Staatt and Charlie Brewster of the 
Kern County Gun Club, Tarry Johnson and Wyatt 
Wong.   
 
Many thanks to our sponsors:  Tulare Basin 
Wetland Association, for sponsoring lunch, Matt 
Pandol III, Second Amendment Sports, Gary and 
Jacquie Bechtel of the Foothills Foundation, 
Cabelas, STEP OUTSIDE® and the NRA 
Foundation.   
 
If you or someone you know is interested in attending, 
volunteering or hosting a youth event, please contact me: 
george_oberstadt@calwaterfowl.org 

 

 

 

Know your neighbor 

 
BURBANK LAND CLUB 
  
The Burbank Land Club (BLC) was founded as a 
non-profit corporation in 1927 by a group of like-
minded duck hunters from the southern California 
area. Many of the early members were involved in 
the entertainment industry where the ability to óshoot 
ducks in the morning and movies in the eveningô was 
a common pursuit.  One of the more famous 
members was Andy Devine who usually shot with his 
two black labs.  Both Roy Rogers and John Wayne 
are said to have hunted the Burbank as Andy's 
guests. The club was probably most popular during 
Prohibition, but we have no records of activities from 
this period. One of the more interesting members in 
the clubs history was Larry Zamboni, who was the 
inventor of the ice resurfacing machine that we have 
all seen at  hockey games. You can still see his 
abandoned cabin near the current club house. 
 
The BLCôs current location is part of a 2,500 acre 
duck club development from the mid 1920ôs. At the 
center of these properties was a complex of multiple 
2.5 acre parcels, where the club-house and 

accommodations would be for each individual club. 
The ponds then encircled the main camps. The BLC 
original 120 acres of ponds are some of the only 
ones still in use today. As you wander the desert you 
will still see remnants of the early ponds with their 
levees and steel blind tubes. These blinds are 
actually WWI surplus oil drums which are slightly 
larger than the 55 gal. drum of today, but one canôt 
imagine a current club member who would be small 
enough, in stature (girth), to fit into them.  Beside the 
BLC, other functioning clubs in the area, are the 
Hanford, Norwood, and Pazuza. 
 
The club continues as was founded, with 21 equity 
member positions. The club house resides on one of 
two 2.5 acre encampments. These facilities are 
approximately ¼ mile from the intersection of Pond 
and Rowlee roads. Amenities include a permanent 
caretaker home, landing strip, picking shed, garage, 
maintenance facilities, pasture, travel trailer hookups 
and Clubhouse. The clubhouse, still of 1927 vintage, 
is the focal point of club activities. Besides cooking 
and dining areas there is a den with satellite TV and 
two full bathrooms. Each member is assigned a twin-
size bed and equipment locker in the bunk-house. 
Beds are spaced 18ò apart and the room is 
segregated by a wall 1/3 its length. The smaller bunk 
room is known as ómurders rowô and is where óheavy 
snorersô are exiled.  

 
The club had  functioned  with 120 flooded acres 
and exactly 21 (holes) blinds since its inception. In 
2001 the club purchased an additional 160 acres 
adjoining the historic club on the south. In 2003, with 
the assistance of the NAWCA program, the southern 
acreage was developed into shooting ponds. The 
total club current shooting capacity is in excess of 54 
blinds. Since that time and with the creation of the 
North  Pintail  Slough, the club has added a lift-pump 
for surface water deliveries. However, with the lack 
of surface water, this year, the club is pumping from 
800 feet with its single agricultural well and Diesel 
motor.  With around the clock flooding it took in 
excess of 118 days to flood the ponds, this year. At 
the end of the flooding period the club has voted to 

mailto:george_oberstadt@calwaterfowl.org


 

convert to an electric motor for the future pump 
economies. Most of the acreage is enrolled in the 
Presley Program for wetlands management and 40 
acres are enrolled in the Landowner Incentive 
Program for summer brood-pond flooding. 
 
The BLC currently has 17 active (equity) members, 3 
annual shooting (lease) members and  4 equity 
memberships for sale. The current price for an equity 
membership is $15,000 which is a valuable 
investment, just at agricultural land values alone. 
Annual member shooting fees this year were $2,000 
for equity members and $3,000 for shooting 
members.   Anyone interested in considering a 
membership at the Burbank or desiring to take a tour 
of the ponds and facilities should contact John 
Olivas @ 559-269-1152, Robb Stewart @ 661-303-
2930 or Dennis Slater @ 661-444-0407.   

 

12
th

 Annual Fund-raising Banquet 

 
Dear Sportsman and Conservationist; 
 You are cordially invited to attend the 
TBWA annual banquet to be held Friday, March 7, 
2008 at the Wasco Elkôs Lodge (on Dresser Road 
between Wasco Ave. and Hwy 43). The doors will 
open at 6:00pm for hosted cocktails with a quality 
Steak dinner served at 7:30pm. 
 The TBWA was founded to further the 
cause of wetlands conservation and habitat 
enhancement in Kern, Kings and Tulare counties. 
As this event is being organized for the benefit of 
the outdoor enthusiast we need your help to 
promote this cause, while enhancing camaraderie 
among Hunting Clubs and conservationists in the 
area. We are putting together another great 
program and anticipate a ñselloutò, please 
purchase your tickets early.  
 In addition to your attendance, we are in 
need of some items for our raffle. We are seeking 
donations from people who would like to recycle 
some of their investments (guns, prints, decoys, 
etc.) to a worthwhile non-profit organization, for 
use at this event. Please call Dennis Slater at 
(661) 444-0407 or Pat Marchbanks at (661) 834-
5733 if you have an item to donate to the raffle. 

 

Canvasback Daily Bag Limit Increased  
Oct. 30, 2007  

Contact: 
Melanie Weaver, Department of Fish and Game, 
(916) 445-3717  

The daily bag limit for Canvasback ducks has 
increased from one per day to two per day 
effective Oct. 25, 2007. Following action by the 
Fish and Game Commission on Oct. 16, the Office 
of Administrative Lawôs approval has put the 
increase into effect.  

ñIt was a very unusual situation for the federal 
government to liberalize a hunting regulation that 
we did not anticipate or address in our California 
Environmental Quality Act documentation,ò said 
Melanie Weaver, a biologist in the Department of 
Fish and Gameôs (DFG) Waterfowl Investigations 
Project. ñIt has obviously caused some confusion 
and some lost hunting opportunities in the 
northeastern zone, but for the bulk of the stateôs 
hunters, this action by the OAL is timely.ò  

 

(Duck Marinade) 

The federal government sets regulation 
óframeworksô in early August after analyzing current 
waterfowl population data and considering input 
from the various flyway councils and the public. 
The frameworks specify the outside dates, total 
number of hunting days, daily bag limits, shooting 
hours, and methods of take authorized for 
migratory game birds and are developed to ensure 
that there are sustainable populations of migratory 
game birds. These frameworks allow a daily bag 
limit of two canvasbacks per day during the 2007-
2008 hunting season, an increase from recent 
years when the bag limit was one per day.  

However, the Environmental Document prepared 
by DFG and certified by the Fish and Game 
Commission did not anticipate an increase in the 



 

canvasback daily bag limit in the federal 
frameworks and did not analyze this change to the 
hunting regulations. That environmental document 
was circulated for public review for 45 days ending 
July 31, 2007. Additional environmental review 
was undertaken with a comment period that ended 
Sept. 20, 2007.  

The continental canvasback population in 2007 is 
at a record high level of 865,000. The federal 
government established a harvest strategy for 
canvasbacks in 2004 which limits harvest 
regulations to either a closed season (bag limit = 
0) or a 1-bird daily bag limit. Based on this 
Strategy, DFGôs original recommendation and 
environmental review of changes in duck hunting 
regulations for 2007 did not provide for a 2-bird 
daily bag limit for canvasbacks. Increasing the 
daily bag limit for canvasbacks is expected to 
provide additional hunting opportunity without 
adversely affecting the canvasback population.  

 

TBWA Major donor 
 
On behalf of the California Waterfowl Association, 
Bakersfield Fundraising Committee, I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank the TBWA for their 
generous support of our 10th annual fundraising 
banquet held on October 10th.  We served quality 
steak dinners to about 175 attendees who seemed 
to have a great time.  We raffled almost 30 guns, 
including 8 exclusively to the 40 plus youth in 
attendance.  TBWAôs donation was vital to the 
success of our event, where we netted almost 
$25,000 for the cause.   
 
Rest assured that TBWAôs generosity is both 
recognized and appreciated by the CWA.  Thanks 
Thanks are also due to the Burbank Land Club 
and the El Cinco Club for their generous junior and 
adult hunt donations. 
 
Thanks again, 
Jim Delmarter - CWA Bakersfield Banquet 
Chairman 

 
 

West East Pintail Slough Project (W.E.P.S.) 
 
Problem and Expected Benefits: The existing 
habitat and potential restoration wetland acres of 
the Tulare Basin are reliant on both surface and 
subsurface water. The current source of surface 
water is from Semi-tropic Water District and is 

 
Welcome to the Tulare Basin Wetlands Association 
Newsletter. Our Association was founded to further 
the cause of wetlands conservation and habitat 
enhancement in those parts of Kern, Kings and 
Tulare Counties that were formerly defined as the 
Tulare Lake Basin. The charter of TBWA is to  
promote this cause while enhancing camaraderie 
among outdoor enthusiasts. 
The Association is comprised of member 
organizations and volunteers. The purpose of this 
newsletter is to disseminate pertinent information 
and to unify the Associationôs efforts.  
The content of the newsletter features regular 
columns and timely information, that is totally 
contributed by the public and members of TBWA. 
As this newsletter will only be as good as its 
support; should you have a contribution or 
comment, no matter how small, I would be glad to 
hear from you at 559-269-1152.   
 John Olivas, Editor 
 5051 12

th
 Ave. 

 Hanford, CA. 93230 
 Email: john.olivas@hughes.net  

 
TBWA Officers and directors: 
Chairman -  

Jeff Thomson, Ph. 661/845-0067 
Vice Chairman - 
 Robb Stewart, Ph. 661/395-2058 
President - 

Dennis Slater, Ph. 661/637-2362 
Vice President -  

Fran Burgess, Ph. 559/584-6474 
Secretary ï (Fundraising) 

Pat Marchbanks, Ph. 661/834-5733 
Treasurer - 

Jim Forest, Ph. 661/758-3471 
Counselor - 

Bill Rogers, Ph. 805/963-9721 
 
Standing Committee Chairman: 
Water Procurement - 

Jack Thomson Ph. 661/398-7106 
Bob Bowman Ph. 559/992-4516 

Govôt. Affairs - 
Art Spaulding, Ph. 805/649-8170 

Newsletter - 
John Olivas, Ph. 559/269-1152 

South Pintail Slough - 
Jim Forrest, Ph. 661-325-3644 

Web page - 
 Ed Bostic, Ph. 310-613-7375  
Insurance - 

Jim Lawrence, Ph. 213/689-0541 
Nest Box/Banding - 

Ken Barton, Ph. 818/367-4158 
Bird Dispersal - 

Bob Nese, Ph. 323/258-9629 
Special Projects - 

Stephen Fanucchi, Ph. 661/978-3592 



 

available in years when water is available. Existing 
wetland habitat acres serviced by Semi-tropic is 
approximately 2,500 and is part of the Semi-tropic 
Wildlife Improvement District (SWID). 
 
The proposed WEPS project will develop and 
upgrade infrastructure that will bring additional 
surface water into the SWID district. The sources 
of water will come from the Buena Vista & Goose 
Lake Regions and additional drain water that is 
available. Reliability of this water is very good and 
costs are reasonable. The approximate amount of 
water available is 30-40 CFS in summer and early 
fall. In addition, approximately 2,000 acre feet of 
water should be available in spring. The 
infrastructure will tie into the existing Pintail Slough 
system. 
 
Additional surface water will greatly enhance 
existing habitat in the region, encourage new 
wetland restoration projects, and is potentially help 
leverage federal funding from the North American 
Wetlands Conversation Act (NAWCA). CWA will 
propose a future $1,000,000 grant if state match 
funds are sufficient. The 2003/2004 CWA NAWCA 
project enhanced and restored many wetland 
projects in the SWID District. If funding is secured 
for the WEPS project, many more wetland 
restoration projects would be possible. 
Landowners in the area have expressed interest in 
future wetland restoration work. 
 
Potential Project Timeline: 2008/2009 
 
We are currently waiting for the Wildlife 
Conservation Board preliminary approval for 
funding. That is the next to the last stop. 
 
The final step in the process is when we submit 
the grant request application to the Wildlife 
Conservation Board for funding. 

 
TBWA Wood Duck 2007 Nesting Year 

Report - Ken Barton 
 
Mother Nature was not kind to the wood duck 
program this nesting year.  We expected a 
substantial increase in returning nesting birds for 
our small program in its 5th year of having breeding 
ducks.  The 2006 nesting season had the slough 
running bank to bank from the initial water 
releases from Lake Isabella.  Eroded banks in the 
slough, tule clumps washed out, and duck boxes 
surrounded by water.  By May/June things had 

settled down and the slough experienced great 
insect activity, protein for young ducklings.  
 
 We had 52 ducklings leave the nests.  We had 
twelve hens use our boxes.  We expected 21-24 
females to return and nest in 2007.  To that end, 
we refurbished some boxes, trashed two, 
redeployed two boxes from the refuge, and built 13 
new boxes.  We had 26 boxes on the slough, three 
of the boxes were north side as Terry Chiccas had 
allowed us to place boxes on his property.  This is 
an attempt to get some birds to begin nesting in 
that area and relieve the pressure for nest sites 
and food on the area where we currently have 
wood duck production. 
 
The 2007 nesting season began with cold weather 
in March and April.  The water level was low in the 
slough and hardly any insect activity was 
occurring.  In prior years the wood ducks began 
nesting in April, last year 50% of our nests began 
in that month.  In 2007 we had two wood ducks 
begin laying eggs the last week in April.  Both 
myself and my partner Andrew were disappointed, 
we began to think it could be a rough year for 
wood ducks.   
 
We continued to put up boxes and monitor the 
ones we had previously put up.  I checked with 
Jeremy Kwolek, CWAôs State Wood  Duck 
program coordinator.  Jeremy told me other 
programs had experienced delayed, reduced 
nestings.  I checked with Dave Hardt at the refuge. 
They too had noticed reduced nesting, brood 
rearing activity.  During May/June more wood 
ducks began to nest.  At the end of May and during 
June the cotton farmers in the Buena Vista water 
district dumped their field runoff water into the 
slough.  Enough was dumped so that the 
previously exposed mud flats were covered with 
water, there was better water circulation, and with 
warming weather, insect activity increased.  The 
slough definitely looked and smelt better.  
 
We had 47 wood duck chicks hatch out and leave 
their nests.  We had approximately sixteen hens 
use the boxes, we had three dump nests.   
Because of some late nest attempts in the hotter 
month of July, resulting in nest abandonments, 
and the dump nest over crowdings, we had 77 
eggs that did not hatch.  A substantial number of 
these eggs did have embryonic development 
indicating the mother hens obtained enough 
protein in their diets to lay good, fertile eggs. 
 



 

We are hopeful the 2008 nesting season will be a 
more normal year.  We expect 25-27 females to 
return and nest.  There were 5-8 birds that did not 
return in 07 that we had expected.  While CWA 
has records that show a female wood duck in the 
wild can nest for up to eight years, they do not 
have any studies dealing with if birds miss a 
nesting season, will those birds return in following 
years and nest when conditions are more 
conducive to nest attempts. 
 
In any event, we will build some additional boxes to 
accommodate them should they return.  The boxes 
will probably be placed north and a limited number 
south of where are present boxes are located  in 
order to hopefully avoid dump nesting.  If we do 
get the 25-27 females to nest, we should easily 
expect 200 plus eggs to be laid.  If we get a normal 
hatch, we can anticipate a substantial increase in 
our wood duck population.  We look forward to the 
2008 nesting season.  We welcome volunteers to 
join the program.  If you are interested in giving 
some time to the resource, please call Ken Barton 
at 818-367-4158.     

 

Breeding Grounds Wet; Duck Numbers 

Climb 

Duck hunters will find plenty to cheer about 
in the annual Waterfowl Breeding Population and 
Habitat Survey, released by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 
 The fourth highest Canadian pond count on 
record propelled the breeding populations of three 
duck species - northern shovelers, redheads and 
canvasbacks-to all-time highs and pushed the 
green-winged teal population to its second-highest 
level on record. Blue-winged teal took advantage 
of improved water conditions on both sides of the 
border to achieve their third highest breeding 
population ever. 

The total-duck breeding population climbed 
14 percent to 41 million birds and mallards rose 10 
percent to just over 8 million. May ponds across 
the surveyed area were at 7 million, a 15 percent 
increase from 2006 and 44 percent higher than the 
long-term average. 
 "The breeding grounds got wet and five 
species are at or above record levels-that's great 
news," said Delta Waterfowl President Rob Olson 
after reviewing the numbers. 

 Of the other surveyed species, gadwall 
rose 19 percent to 3.4 million breeding birds, 
wigeon jumped 29 percent to 2.8 million, green-
winged teal rose 13 percent to 2.9 million, blue-
winged teal were up 14 percent at 6.7 million, 
shovelers rose 24 percent to 4.5 million, redheads 
climbed 10 percent to just over 1 million, scaup  

 
bounced 6 percent from year's record low to 3.5 
million and canvasbacks jumped by a surprising 25 
percent to 865,000.  

Olson credits excellent water conditions in 
the parklands of Canada for the record redhead 
and canvasback numbers and near-record for 
green-wings. 

About the only bad news in the breeding 
survey was the beleaguered pintail, which dipped 
to 3.3 million in spite of a 111 percent jump in the 
eastern Dakota survey area. 

 

2007 Waterfowl Breeding Population Survey 

Species 2007 2006 

% 

Change 

from 

'06 

% 

Change 

from 

LTA  

Mallard 8,032 7,277 +10 +7 

Gadwall 3,355 2,825 +19 +96 

American 

Wigeon 
2,803 2,171 +29 +7 

Green-

winged Teal 
2,911 2,587 +13 +55 

Blue-winged 

Teal 
6,694 5,860 +14 +48 

Northern 

Shoveler 
4,553 3,680 +24 +106 

Northern 

Pintail 
3,335 3,386 -2 -19 

Redhead 1,009 916 +10 +60 

Canvasback 865 691 +25 +53 

Scaup 3,452 3,247 +6 -33 

(All numbers in 000s. LTA is long-term average.) 



 

Olson says the good news extends well 
beyond the end of May, when crews from Fish and 
Wildlife and the Canadian Wildlife Service 
wrapped up the exhaustive month-long ground and 
air survey. 

"In many areas of the breeding grounds, 
heavy rains continued into June and July, which is 
quite unusual," he says. "When small wetlands are 
abundant, hens are more likely to re-nest and 
brood survival increases dramatically. For that 
reason, we expect good production from these 
areas." 

Despite all the good news, Olson advises 
hunters to temper their expectations about the 
prospects for the fall season, at least as far as 
mallards and pintails are concerned. 

"Production is a function of when and 
where the water comes," he explains. "Ideally, the 
most productive habitat gets wet early, when the 
first ducks arrive. This year some of the best areas 
were dry right up to the time the survey was 
conducted. The Coteau in the Dakotas didn't get 
rain until after the mallards and pintails had gone 
north, and the southern grasslands in 
Saskatchewan were dry. 

"Those are two of the most productive 
areas for mallards and pintails," he says. "We'd be 
more optimistic about those species if those areas 
had been wet early. The good news is that late-
nesting ducks like blue-winged teal, gadwalls and 
shovelers should continue to do well. 

"The parklands of Saskatchewan were 
extremely wet and attracted a lot of mallards, but 
research tells us that production in the parklands is 
only marginal compared to the prairies." 

Olson says he continues to be concerned 
about low mallard numbers on the Canadian 
prairie despite the excellent water conditions of 
recent years. Saskatchewan's pond count has 
risen 105 percent since 2004 and is now 52 
percent above its long-term average, but mallards 

are only 4 percent above the long-term average. 
Alberta was 68 percent wetter than the long-term 
average, but mallard numbers there are down 24 
percent long-term. Manitoba was 21 percent over 
the LTA in ponds with just 2 percent more mallards 
than average. 

By contrast, the mallard count in the 
eastern Dakotas was up 138 percent long-term on 
a 23 percent increase in ponds. "We know that 
mallards tend to home in on the areas where they 
were hatched," Olson explains, "so the U.S. 
number would suggest that the Conservation 
Reserve Program is still hatching a lot of ducks 
and that we have some ongoing habitat problems 
in prairie Canada," Olson says. 

A similar trend is apparent with pintails, 
says Delta Scientific Director Frank Rohwer. "The 
lack of response by pintails in Canada is 
noteworthy," Dr. Rohwer says. "This is the second 
wettest year on record in Alberta, yet the pintail 
count was down 47 percent from a year ago and 
55 percent from the long-term average. 
Saskatchewan was down 6 percent for the year 
and 21 percent long-term. Pintails track ponds, but 
they didn't in Canada. 
"Yet even as the pintail count was dropping in 
Canada, it was through the roof in the eastern 
Dakotas. Saskatchewan and Alberta are the 
traditional pintail factories, but when two-thirds 
more pintails nest in the eastern Dakotas than 
Alberta, that tells us something about the 
importance of CRP." 

"The mallard breeding population is at its 
North American Waterfowl Management goal, and 
CRP gets most of the credit," says Olson. "The 
U.S. mallard population is 116 percent above its 
North American Plan goal, but Canada is 20 
percent below its goal. 

"That's a huge concern, because we know 
we're going to lose a minimum of a million acres of 
CRP in the next few years, and for every acre of 
CRP that disappears, mallard numbers will drop, 
no matter how much moisture the breeding 
grounds get. 

"Mallards and pintails arrive on the 
breeding grounds early, when cover is sparse and 
predators don't have much in the way of alternative 
prey," Olson explains. 

"CRP provides the big blocks of dense 
nesting cover mallards and pintails need. Canada 
doesn't have a program comparable to CRP, and 
that's why mallard and pintail numbers haven't 
responded despite the ideal wetland conditions." 
Olson says the numbers demonstrate the 
importance of U.S. duck hunters encouraged their 



 

representatives in Congress to support CRP, 
swampbuster and sodsaver in the current farm bill, 
along with the Emergency Wetland Loan Act and 
the Clean Water Restoration Act. 

"Historically, most of the continent's ducks 
originated in Canada, but thanks to CRP, the 
Clean Water Act and the duck stamp, a significant 
percentage of today's ducks originate in the U.S. 
It's important that we hang onto the programs 
responsible for producing those birds." 

 

News and Notes: 

Bruce Wyant Reports: I think it of interest that the Los 
Alamos crew collected four blue wing teal on the 
second opener.  And, El Cinco, on that day, had a great 
variety: red heads, a can, numerous gadwall, widgeon, 
GW teal, cin. teal, only one sprig, and of course, our 
most populous duck, the great northern spoonbill. 
 

Did you know that eagles mate for life? Well, one 
day Harry the Eagle waited at the nest for Mary, his 
darlin' of 10 glorious years. He went looking and found 
her. She had been shot, dead! 
 
Harry was devastated. After about six minutes of 
mourning he decided that he must get himself another 
mate. But he just might like to cross the feather barrier. 
So he flew off to find a new mate. 
 
He found a lovely dove and brought her back to the 
nest. The sex was okay, but all the dove would say is "I 
am a dove, I want to love! I am a dove, I want to love!" 
Well, this got on Harry's nerves, so he kicked the dove 
out of the nest and flew off once more to find a mate. 
 
He found a very sexy loon and brought her back to the 
nest. Again the sex was great. But all the loon would 
say is ,"I am a loon, I want to spoon. I am a loon, I want 
to spoon!" Egads, out with the loon! 
 
Once more he flew off to find a mate. This time he 
found a gorgeous duck, so he brought the duck back to 
the nest. Again, the sex was great, but all the duck 
would say was . . (No -- the duck didn't say THAT!! 
What an awful thing to think,   Shame on you!)  
 
The duck said, "I am a DRAKE. You made a 
MISTAKE!!" 
 

New Fish and Game Hunting Digest Publication - 
Whether its big game, upland birds or waterfowl, 
California hunters can read all about it in Fish and 
Games new publication, California Hunting Digest. 
 
Best yet the digest is available free online or in printed 
form.  
 

Hunting Digest combines a number of publications into 
one grand publication including Tracks, Wing Beat 
News-Region 2 (northern Sierra). Wing Beat News- 
Region 4 (central Sierra and Grassland wetlands) and 
Big Game hunting. The new digest will be published 
quarterly. 
 
"The Hunting Digest will carry on the proud tradition of 
serving our hunting community by providing regular 
summaries., hunt seasons, public drawings for tags and 
reservations, maps, species forecasts and much more? 
Said editor Loran Bernard. 
 
"In short, it provides one stop shopping' for hunters 
who are used to getting quality service and 
comprehensive information from Fish and Game: 
   
To request a copy or obtain a free subscription send 
your mailing address to publications@dfg.ca.gov.  For 
mote information contact Bernard at 
lbernard@dfg.ca.gov or call (9I6) 653-0991. 
 

Getting the lead out ï A U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
study suggests the nationwide ban on the use of lead 
shot for waterfowl hunting has had remarkable success. 
Six years after lead shot was banned in 1991 
researchers estimated there was a 64 percent decline in 
lead poisoning deaths for surveyed mallard ducks and a 
78 percent decline in lead pellet ingestion. 
 

 
(Happy TBWA Members at the September 

association meeting) 

 

Local Birds Decline - Breeding duck numbers in 
California dropped about 3 percent this spring and mid 
summer, according to  Dan Yparraguirre, waterfowl 
coordinator for the Department of Fish and Game. 
  
ñThis yearôs count was not statistically significantò 
Yparraguirre said. He said mallards are four percent 
above their long-term average. The 2006 surveys 
counted approximately 53,000 mallards in the 
grasslands of Merced County. In 2007 surveyors found 
about 47,000 mallards in the Grasslands, a drop of 11 
percent. (Continued on reverse) 
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