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CAN YOU IDENTIFY THE PEOPLE 1IN
THIS PICTURE?

Recently Gerald Cox sent me a box of

old pictures, most of which are

unidentified. As you will read in an

article by Bill Utermohlen, we are

now wanting old pictures for the Cox

book.

The picture on this page is, I believe,

Hiram and Alice Cox with their first

five sons. This photo was taken in

Beatrice, Ne in 1884 and they were

living either in Beatrice or

Burchard, NE at that time. Children
- were Lewis, aged 14. George aged 12

or 13. Fred aged 10, Joseph aged 7

and Kenneth born in 1883.

If you have o0ld pictures that could be

used in the book, please contact me.

Ruth Anna Hicks, 6703 Holdrege St.,
Lincoln, Ne 68505-1659

Who are these couples?'

Are the two men brothers? Liiaibes §&ad
Except for the beard, there
is a likeness.

This picture
was taken in
Concordia, K&
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THE COX FAMILY IN THE CIVIL. WAR

When General Beauregard's troops fired on Fort Sumter on 12 April 1861, Joseph Cox
had been dead for almost 12 years, his wife Mary for a little over two. While their youngest
grandchildren were still being born, their oldest grandchild, Charles Epperson Cox, was 27. It
was thus their grandchildren's generation, offspring of their ten children, who were destined to be
most directly involved in the war.

While Sandford's family was in Lafayette, Indiana and Sarah (Cox) Kirby and her family
had left for California about 1855, all of their children were too young to participate in the war.
All of the cousins, then, who were young adults or on the threshold of adulthood had grown up in
or near Rock Island County, Illinois and all knew one another well.

There were 18.male cousins at least aged 13 in April 1861. Fourteen of these cousins
were to see service before the war ended in 1865. Of the four that are not known to have served,
two were married before the war started and one was 17 when it ended. While this is obviously a
very high rate of participation, it may not have been that unusual. Illinois was the land of Lincoln
and support for the Union was strong, especially in the northern and central parts of the state. On
the other hand, five cousins did not enlist until February or March 1865, when the war was
obviously near its end, although one of these was Hill Cox, who was a month short of 16 and had
to lie about his age to get in.

None of the Cox cousins died in battle, although three died as a result of the war. Both
Augustus B. Cox and Washington R. Cox were taken prisoner. Washington enlisted in August
1862 and was captured at Stone River or Murfreesboro, Tennessee on 31 Dec 1862. He was
confined at Richmond, Virginia on 16 Jan 1863 and paroled into Union hands at City Point,
Virginia on 3 Feb 1863. He died in hospital at Annapolis, Maryland on 6 Mar 1863 of typhoid.
Gus also enlisted in August 1862, but was not captured until 23 Apr 1864, at Decatur, Georgia.
He died on 16 Sep 1864 in the prison at Charleston, S.C. of phthisis pulmonalis.

Joseph Rue Cox did not die during the war, but his death in 1869 was clearly a result of
his service. He suffered from lung disease, probably tuberculosis, contracted the night of 13 Feb
1862, at the siege of Fort Donelson. The army spent that night in a freezing rain without shelter
and he was never well afterward. )

Most of the Coxes served in the Army of the Tennessee. None served in the battles in
Virginia. For those interested in the campaigns in the west, I would recommend Bruce Catton's
Grant Moves South (published by Little, Brown), which covers the period up to Vicksburg. The
sequel, Grant 1akes Command, is also very good and begins with the Battle at Chattanooga,
although after that point the main focus shifts to Grant's command of the Army of the Potomac,
with some coverage of Sherman's campaigns in Georgia. If you want to determine what battles
your own ancestor fought in, you can use Frederick Dyer's A Compendium of the War of the
Rebellion to determine the actions in which his regiment was engaged. That should be checked
against the muster rolls, however, as absences in hospital or on furlough are not uncommon.
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The chart included with this article summarizes some basic information. All the soldiers
shown, but the first two and the last two, are grandsons of Joseph and Mary Cox. The first two
soldiers, Crittenden and Alfred Cox, are nephews of Joseph, among the youngest members of the
third Cox generation (from Joseph's father John). The two Hickmans are sons of Joseph's niece,
Mary (Cox) Hickman. The average age at enlistment for the group was 21. Their average height
at enlistment was 5 foot, 7%3 inches. Nearly all were farmers when they enlisted.

Most of those who served eventually applied for pensions. The pension files are very
informative. The criteria were gradually liberalized as the Civil War generation started to die off,
but the applicant had to show that he was at least partially disabled. At least in the early years,
there had to be some sort of evidence that the disability was related to the applicant's military
service (although just about all the applicants eventually got a pension). The files will often
recount the places the applicant had lived since leaving the service and, beginning in the 1890s,
will usually state who he married and the names and birthdates of his children. There will be
descriptions of his wounds and illnesses in the service and descriptions of the effects since.
Relatives, neighbors and old comrades often submitted affidavits in support of the application. In
close or unusual cases, an examiner would be appointed to go around and take depositions by
way of investigating the application. These can be quite extensive. Finally, there will be a record
of the pensioner's death and, if he left a widow, she will often apply for a widow's pension.

Reading a lot of pension files leaves one with the impression that the most significant
effect of the war was neither the preservation of the Union nor the end of slavery, but chronic
diarrhea and its seemingly inevitable companion, disabling hemorrhoids. At first I suspected the
extent of these problems might have been exaggerated in order to procure public assistance.
While such doubts have not entirely subsided, I think other factors were also at work. There were
very few soldiers who were able to remain healthy throughout the war. When one considers the
problems of providing clean water to armies in the field at the time, it is clear that dysentery was
quite widespread. Many affidavits from people at home attest to the generally emaciated and
sickly condition of the returning soldiers. While some files contain terrible stories of chronic
conditions that lasted for years after the war, others seem to reflect disabilities not truly traceable
to service 30 years earlier, but problems caused by age, hard labor and accidents. Either way, it is
obvious that a lot of our forebears had to struggle pretty hard to make a living.

Two of the files that were most valuable from a genealogical perspective were those for
Alfred and Crittenden Cox. Alfred B. Cox was a son of Moses Cox (Joseph's brother), the
location of Moses's family in Cedar County, Iowa as of 1850 having been reported in the last
Newsletter. Alfred's file has not only provided considerable information about him, but permitted
tracing of his brothers, David M. Cox and William H. Cox. Alfred enlisted in November 1861.
He weighed 165 pounds at the time and was 5 feet, 11 inches. On 19 Sep 1862 at Iuka,
Mississippi, Alfred received a seemingly minor wound on his left hip from a shell fragment. The
following May, he came down with typhoid, contracted on a march in Louisiana. It was July
before he was able to return to duty. By 1864, he had lung problems and was coughing blood.

Alfred got home to Davenport about Christmas 1865. By that time, he was down to 140
pounds and his brother and sister-in-law, David M. and Mary E. Cox, later testified to how run
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down he was when he returned from the service. The hip wound eventually abscessed and made
Alfred partially lame. He had recurrent lung problems and, in 1879, applied for a pension. He
had lived with his brother David part of the time on his farm in LeClaire township, north of
Davenport, and also worked for others as a laborer. In 1878, both David's family and Alfred
moved to the vicinity of Avoca, Pottawatamie County in western Iowa. The doctors had
considerable trouble figuring out what was wrong with him, but it was clear that he was
debilitated. By 1881, his weight was down to 130 pounds. By 1900, he weighed 120 pounds.

Much of the detail available in Alfred's file is contained in an investigation of his claim
launched, at least in part, because of a negative report received from a Dr. James Gamble of
LeClaire, his brother's family doctor. Gamble stated, "Both physically and mentally [Alfred] was
of low degree -- given to excesses in sexual indulgence -- by his own confession." This was a
problem, as one of the requirements of a pension application was to show that the alleged
disability was not due to "vicious habits," meaning, basically, alcohol or women. No other
evidence turned up that Alfred's disability had any such origin. David Cox said: "I dont say so
because he is my brother but I dont think there is a man in the State of Iowa who is less with
women than he is. I never knew him to dissipate in that or any other way at any time."

Crittenden Cox's was a particularly sad case. Crittenden was a son of Dr. David Cox,
Joseph Cox's brother. He had grown up at New Paris in Preble County, Ohio and enlisted in
Company D, 35th Ohio Infantry in September 1861, aged about 17. He was only about 5 foot, 5
inches in height and had been working as a clerk. By February 1862, he had pneumonia and was
in the hospital for more than two months before being furloughed home for convalescence. He
hadn't been back long when, in July 1862, he contracted "camp diarrhea" (probably a form of
dysentery) at Tuscumbia, Alabama. On the march back into Tennessee, he was very weak, but
determined to keep up with his company. At first his comrades assisted in carrying his equipment
and, finally, the Colonel let him ride his horse. He was sent to an invalid hospital at Nashville and
given a disability discharge in September. After a year, his condition improved sufficiently that he
enlisted in the Navy's gunboat service. His problems with diarrhea continued, however, and he
was assigned light duties as the ship's painter. He spent most of his off-duty hours lying on the
canvas stores in the storeroom, convenient to the water closet.

Crittenden never recovered from his army diarrhea. After the war, he settled in the river
town of Jeffersonville, Indiana, but one of his acquaintances remembered that he was often worn
out and wouldn't go "about of evenings as was the custom of other young men of his age." He
married in 1870 and had a son. Most of his jobs were with railroads, but he had great difficulty
keeping them due to his frequent bouts of illness. About 1885, he moved to Chicago and got a
job as secretary to the President of the New York & Ohio Railroad Co. The President later
remembered that Crittenden would be confined to his bed for weeks at a time. Once, in New
York City on a business trip, the President feared that Crittenden was so sick he would die.
Affidavits in Crittenden's file from three of his sisters revealed that two had moved to Kansas City
and one to Chicago, which permitted further tracing of them that might otherwise have been
impossible. Crittenden died of a stroke in Chicago in 1900. His widow gave Seattle as her
forwarding address, which proved to be where their son had moved.

Bill Utermohlen, 1916 Windsor Road, Alexandria, VA 22307
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COX GENEALOGY -- PROGRESS REPORT

As reported in the September 1994 Newsletter, Ruth Anna Hicks and I are collaborating
on a Cox genealogy, which we hope to have ready for publication in 1997. I am serving as the
typist. The first draft consisted primarily of assembling and typing up what I already had at hand,
plus all the information Ruth and others have collected over the years and recorded in family
group sheets. I started on the project in mid-1993 and finished the first draft in June 1995. It
runs 337 pages and contains sketches of 610 family members. Sketches are provided in every
case where a family member is known to have had children and with respect to others who lived
to adulthood and about whom biographical information was available. Where known, each
person's dates and places of birth, marriage and death are given, as well as similar information for
their spouse(s) and the names of the spouse's parents. Additional biographical information is
given where available, but such is not generally recorded on the family group sheets that comprise
the primary source of information about the more recent generations.

The following table gives some statistics. Generations have been numbered from John
Cox. Thus, the oldest member of generation #2 is Joseph Cox (b. 1783), John's son, the oldest
member of generation #3 is Richard Rue Cox (b. 1805), the oldest member of generation #4 is
Charles Epperson Cox (b. 1833), and so on.

Generation  persons identified sketches oldest youngest
1 1 1
2 7 7 1783 ¢1800
3 39 19 1805 1857
4 119 55 1833 1884
5 252 102 1858 1911
6 309 148 1886 1955
7 394 204 1908 1979
8 531 68 1934 1995
9 131 6 1962 1993
10 10 0 1981 1993
1,793 610

Obviously, generations 8 through 10 are still in progress. Generations 3 and after are far from
completely identified. No descendants of Joseph Cox's siblings have been carried beyond the 6th
generation. The bulk of the persons in generations 4 through 6 are thus descendants through
Joseph and all of the descendants thereafter are through him. Moreover, descendants of Joseph's
two oldest sons, Richard Rue Cox and John Washington Cox, make up the majority of the later
generations.

Efforts are underway to add detail to the earlier generations and to identify as many of the
missing family members as possible. As mentioned eisewhere in this Newsletter, substantial
information has been found since the completion of the first draft in pension records. Significant
additional data have also been found through the use of census records and microfilmed county
records. Limited research may be reasonably attempted up to about 1920, but the numbers of
descendants and the number of locales to which they scattered will make meaningful research
thereafter effectively impossible. For generations after 1920, we are almost completely dependent



Page 6

on voluntary submissions by family members and we are very largely dependent on such
submissions prior to that date. This is especially true with respect to biographical information,
which is not readily available from most record sources.

Given the amount of effort and expense involved with an undertaking of this sort, it is not
likely that it will be attempted again in the foreseeable future. Accordingly, if you want your
family members to be remembered in any detail, or even accurately recorded, the burden is on you
to make sure that we have the necessary information.

Anyone who desires that certain information not be published should let us know. We will
certainly honor such requests for anyone living and, in most circumstances, close family members.
We hope people will be circumspect in making such requests and bear in mind that few of us have
entirely escaped difficulties in our own lives and most of us are not likely to judge others harshly.
Our goal is to produce a fair and balanced, but not sanitized, family history. Incidentally, we have
included adoptive children in the genealogy in the same manner and to the same extent as
biological children, noting adoptive status in the margin.

We want to include family photographs. Space limitations require us to aim primarily at
photographs taken before about 1920, especially of family groups or of members of the earliest
generations. Ruth Anna is coordinating the photographs. Please send her photocopies (not
originals) of any pictures that you think may be worth including and she will let you know how to
proceed. Now is also the time to submit copies of any early family letters, diaries or documents
you might have available.

If you are curious as to the current status of the genealogy and have a computer, I can
load the text on to a 3'2" diskette and mail it to you for about $3. Anyone desiring such a copy
should write me and specify what word-processing program they use. If you want the text on
5%4" diskettes, I can provide that also, but it may take two diskettes for the full text and I would
prefer that you supply the diskettes.

Finally, we would always be glad to have volunteers to assist with the research, especially
in the Quad Cities area. A list of counties in which family members resided up to about 1920 is
included with this article, just in case you didn't know you were in a position to help. Persons
living in state capitals could also check for death certificates, if they had a mind to. On the other
hand, this isn't a public television fund-raising drive; you aren't subject to a moral obligation to
participate. We do this because we think it can be fun and interesting.

Bill Utermohlen, 1916 Windsor Road, Alexandria, VA 22307



Page 7

CAN YOU IDENTIFY THESE PEOPLE?

# 1 picture

# 2 picture

The two top pictures are in case, and the
pictures are tintypes, so they are
probably older than the other pictures.

The only mark on the picture at right
is the stamp--C or G FLORENCE.
No town as to where it was taken

# 3 picture
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DEATHS age

JOHN WASHINGTON COX line through dau. Eliza

Clifford Roller, died 23 October 1995, McCook, NE
(through son Joseph Franklin)
John Keith Sparbel, died 30 March 1993, Lansing, Mich.
Doris Winifred (Sparbel) Tyron died 3 June 1993, Lansing, MIch.

AUGUSTUS D. COX line
Lee Cox, died 19 Feb., 1993, Sterling, IL

SANFORD COX line
Mrs. Irene Catherine Cox Bintz, died 31 May 1995

BIRTHS all in the John Washington Cox 1line
Chase Michael Glazierl9 Feb. 1996, Rapid City, S. D. son of Karen and
Craig Glazier and grandson of Martha (Cox) & Ken Linstrom
Elizabeth Sandra Cox, 31 March 1994, dau of Tom and Barbara Cox an
granddaughter of Tom and Sandy Cox ’
Lori Alexandair Arent, dau of Christy and Craig Arent, 24 May 1995,
granddaughter of Mary M. and David Schmit

Mikayla Marie Schneider, 15 July 1995, Colorado Springs, Co. dau go Janet

and Bradley Schneider, granddaugher of Lark and James Kamm and great-
granddaughter of "Bobby" and Jack Logan

MARRIAGES, all in the John Washington Cox line

John F. Logan and Zara D. Frank on 4 August 1995, Red Lodge, Montana
John is the son of "Bobby" and Jack Logan

Ann Marie Logan and Nicholas Carr Roach, 12 Nov. 1994, Santa Maria, CA
Ann Marie is the dau. of John Logan

Rodney James Kamm and Katherine J. Wolfe, on 26 Nov 1994, Woodburn, OR
Rodney is the son of Lark and James Kamm and grandson of "Bobby" and
Jack Logan.

Richard Rue Cox and Jesse Lewis Cox line

Gregory Anthony Cox has been elevated to the title of Monsignor. Msgr.
Gregory is director of Catholic Charities of southern California. He is

the son of Wayne and Margaret Cox, descended from the lines of both Richard

Rue Cox and Jesse Lewis Cox. His address is: 7390 West Manchester,
Los Angeles, CA 90045



