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I. Opening (1:1-14) 
 A. Greeting (1:1-2) 
 B. Thanksgiving (1:3-8)  
 C. Intercessory prayer report (1:9-14) 
 
II. The Supremacy of Christ: Lord in Creation and Redemption (1:15-20) 
 
III. Reconciliation Appropriated by the Colossians (1:21-23) 
 
IV. Paul's Ministry (1:24 – 2:5) 
 A. In Christ generally (1:24-29) 
 B. To the Colossians specifically (2:1-5) 
 
V. Exhortation, Warning, and Commands Regarding the False Teaching (2:6 – 3:4)  
 A. Exhortation to continue to live in Christ (2:6-7) 
 B. Warning about and debunking of the false teaching (2:8-15) 
 C. Command not to submit to spiritual powers (2:16-23) 
 D. The right perspective for Christian living (3:1-4) 
 
VI. Living in Light of Who They Are in Christ (3:5-17) 
 A. Put Away the Sins of the Past (3:5-11) 
 B. Put on the Graces of Christ (3:12-17) 
 C. Behavior in the Christian Household (3:18 – 4:1) 
  1. Wives and husband (3:18-19) 
  2. Children and parents (3:20-21) 
  3. Slaves and masters (3:22 – 4:1) 
 
VII. Concluding exhortation and request (4:2-6) 
 
VIII. Closing (4:7-18) 
 A. Tychichus and Onesimus (4:7-9) 
 B. Greetings from Paul's companions (4:10-14) 
 C. Request to greet others and instruction about letters (4:15-16) 
 D. Instruction to Archippus (4:17) 
 E. Final, personal greeting (4:18) 
 
 
 


