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Introduction to 2 Thessalonians

I. Reminder of Details of Second Missionary Journey

A. After the Jerusalem Council in A.D. 49, Paujjgested that he and Barnabas revisit
the churches they had planted during their missiojoairney. They disagreed over taking John
called Mark (Paul did not want to because he haerntied them early in the first journey), so
Barnabas took John/Mark and sailed to Cyprus; Rel Silas and headed out on foot (Acts
15:36-41).

B. When they visited Lystra, they were joined byoang Christian named Timothy.
(Acts 16:1-3). They went from town to town strerggting the churches (Acts 16:4-5), and then,
with some guidance by the Spirit, went to Troasrelsponse to a vision Paul had, they sailed
from Troas into Macedonia (Acts 16:6-10).

C. In Philippi, Paul and Silas are illegally flagyand thrown in prison (Acts 16:16-40).

D. From Philippi Paul, Silas, and Timothy go toe§kalonica and plant the church to
which the Thessalonian letters are written. Aftiarting that the church, they are forced to flee
to Berea when the Jews start a riot (Acts 17:1-¥3)most, they were in Thessalonica for a
matter of months.

E. Paul's experience in Berea is similar to hjgegience in Thessalonica, so the brothers
send him off to Athens, leaving Silas and TimothyBerea (Acts 17:11-15).

F. Silas and Timothy join Paul in Athens (Acts15¢16), and then Timothy is sent back
to Thessalonica (1 Thess. 3:1-2). Silas goesntesandisclosed place in Macedonia and then he
and Timothy rejoin Paul (perhaps Silas arrived)fivgho has since moved to Corinth (Acts 18:5;
probably arrived in Corinth early 50).

[l. The Letter

A. The news Timothy brought regarding the churciiiessalonica prompted
1 Thessalonians.

B. 2 Thessalonians was written some months afidressalonians as a follow up
pastoral letter. Paul's rebuttal in 1 Thessalan@rthe slanderous attacks on the missionaries
had apparently been successful, but some of theg ptbblems needed further attention.



Particularly, the problem of idleness persisted thiede were further misunderstandings about
Christ's second coming.

2 Thess. 1:1 — 3:18

l. Prescript (1:1-2) — This is very similar to 1eds. 1:1.
Il. Thanksgiving, Encouragement, and Prayer (1:8-12
A. Appropriateness of thanksgiving for Thessalogiél:3-4)

1. It is fitting that the missionaries thank Godthe Thessalonians because their
faith is growing abundantly and their love for arether is increasing.

2. The missionaries are even boasting about thesther churches because this
growth is happening in the face of persecutionafiattion.

B. Encouragement by truth of God's judgment (10%-1

1. The present persecution of the Thessalonigrisebunrighteous (non-
Christians) testifies to a coming day of rightepudgment, a day when God will set this matter
right and vindicate his faithful (see Rev. 6:9-1Those who persevered in faith despite the
persecution will be considered worthy of the kingdand receive divine rest; those who
persecuted them will receive divine affliction.§17)

2. This judgment will happen at the revelationthe Lord Jesus from heaven
(1:8-10)

a. He is coming back from heaven (Jn. 14:2-3sAc10-11) accompanied
by his mighty angels in flaming fire (see Mat. 2+21). It will be no secret! (So they should
know it has not already occurred as some claimeel2s2.)

b. At that time, he will mete out punishmenttiose who do not know
God, more precisely defined as those who do noy tegospel of Jesus Christ (according to
Bruce, the second clause is, in the style of Ordplpecy and poetry, a synonymous parallel to
the first). Jesus could not have been more bldm@nahe said in Jn. 14:6, "I am the way and the
truth and the life. No one comes to the Fatheepkthrough me." See also Acts 4:12.

c. The punishment is here described as eteasatuttion, separation from
the presence of the Lord. Elsewhere that punishmetescribed as being thrown into a fiery
furnace (e.g., Mat. 13:50), into a lake of fire (R&4:9-11, 20:15), and into the darkness (e.g.,
Mat. 25:28-30). The description is often accompdriy the phrase, "there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth," so whatever the particularns, as bad as it gets.



d. At that time, Jesus will be glorified in Isgints in the sense that we
sinful men and women will be presented redeemedyiordied through his sacrifice on the
cross. He will be glorifiedh us because we will be glorifiedth him (see Rom. 8:17; Eph. 2:4-
10; Col. 3:4).

e. He also will be marveled at by all who haeédyved, including the
Thessalonians because they believed the missisharessage.

C. Prayer report (1:11-12)

1. The missionaries are praying that God willrdahe Thessalonians worthy of
his calling, which he will if they conduct themse$vin a worthy manner (see Eph. 4:1). This
does not mean they earn salvation; it means teatféith must be genuine, in which case it will
influence how they live.

2. They are also praying that God will powerfuilfill every desire of goodness
and work of faith so that Jesus will be glorifiedthem and they in him.

a. Jesus will now, as opposed to at his Secamdit@ (1:10), be glorified
in them by the nobility of their lives. In livings faithful disciples, they will bring honor to the
Master.

b. Those who live lives of faith will ultimatelye glorified as a result of
being united with Christ (see Rom. 8:17; 1 Cor42553; Col 3:4).

[ll. Misunderstanding About Christ's Second Coming
A. Reassurance regarding false claim about SeComaing (2:1-3a)

1. Apparently some in Thessalonica were attiitguto Paul and the other
missionaries the notion that the Second Comingnedeto in 1 Thess. 4:13 - 5:3 had already
occurred. This was causing confusion and anxretiié church because it seemed inconsistent
with the teaching they previously had received fi@aul and his companions and with their
being persecuted.

2. Paul is not sure how they were tracing thasiéng to him, so he tells the
Thessalonians not to be disturbed by any prophsayit), oral teaching (word), or letter
purportedly emanating from him to the effect thg dathe Lord is already here. If that is the
substance of the report, he has been misrepresevitedver makes such a claim is trying to
deceive them.

B. Rebuttal of false claim about Second Comingdrginder of antecedent events (2:3b-
12)



1. In 1:7-10 Paul implicitly rebutted the claihat the day of the Lord had already
occurred. It will be an open display of the Lormglsry, a day in which the saints will marvel.

2. Now he explicitly rebuts the claim by reminglithem of what he had already
taught them, namely that Jesus will not returnluinég rebellion and the man of lawlessness, the
son of destruction, is revealed. Since that hdaadocurred, the claim that Jesus had already
returned was false.

3. The coming "man of lawlessness"

a. It seems clear (to me) that Paul's "manwlessness” is the same
character as the first Beast of Revelation 13ptiecalled Antichrist in 1 John. He is the
ultimate, end-time opponent of God, the one whddeahe final rebellion against God and his
people.

b. The coming of Antichrist was part of the coomstock of early
Christian teaching about end times (e.g., 1 Jr8,2dk you have heard that the antichrist is
coming, . ..").

c. Paul provides several pieces of informatiooud this person, which
when supplemented with the information in Revelatipelds the following picture.

(1) He is the Satan-inspired ruler of a powlesworldwide, and
violently antichristian empire (Rev. 12:9, 13:119,11).

(2) He exalts himself as God and is worshipmgdon-Christians
throughout the world (Rev. 13:4-8, 12).

(3) This worship is fostered by the performaoteniracles
through satanic power (Rev. 13:11-15, 16:14, 19:20)

(4) He is involved in organizing the natioos the final battle
against God and his Christ (Rev. 16:12-16) andlvaldestroyed when the Lord returns (Rev.
16:15, 19:19-21).

d. Those who are deceived by the miracles agetivho did not love the
truth. If they had loved the truth, they would hatve believed the lie that Antichrist is divine
(note 1 Cor. 12:3) regardless of what miracles wertormed on his behalf. See Deut. 13:1-5.
It is God's way of peeling off those who reallyighted in wickedness.

e. Paul suggests that the timing of Antichrigppearance is being
controlled by one who is now restraining him. Abe point, the one restraining him will be
removed, and then he will appear on the stagesbbiyi.



(1) In my opinion, Paul is saying the samegdhlohn says in Rev.
20:1-3. There Satan is bound in the sense heigepted from deceiving the nations so as to
prematurely gather them for the ultimate confrantatvith God (Harmagedon). Rev. 20:3
specifically states that the reason for his bindsgp prevent him from "deceiving the nations."

(2) Since miraculous power is the means by w&iatan will
ultimately deceive the nations into gathering agaidod (see, e.g., Mat. 24:24; 2 Thess. 2:9-10;
Rev. 13:13-14, 16:14, 19:20), the binding more dpadly represents the elimination of his
power to perform nation-gathering miracles. Thawer will only be restored to him, i.e., he
will only be set free, when God chooses to bring #ge to a close.

(3) The time of 1,000 years symbolizes thenkedls of God's time
(10 cubed). Satan will in no way "jump the guntldhereby dictate the timing of the end; he
will not be "released" until the precise moment Gedires.

4. In 1 Thessalonians Paul stressed the unpaddity aspect of Christ's return
because his focus was on ethics; Christians ca@rpenpoint Christ's return so need to live in a
state of constant readiness. Here he stressestiaiion precedent because it disproves the
false teaching.

IV. Thanksgiving, Exhortation, and Prayer (2:13-17)
A. Thanksgiving (2:13-14)

1. 2 Thessalonians 2:10-11 speaks of those whshpender the deception of
Antichrist because they did not love the truthlsat they may be saved. Condemnation is for
those who did not believe the truth but delighte@vickedness.

2. But the Thessalonians are not in that categBather than condemnation, God
chose them (as he has chosen all Christians) fficaitgan, a status that is marked by belief in the
truth and sanctification of the Spirit (i.e., déliong in goodness).

3. Accepting the reading "firstfruits" in v. 18ther than "from the beginning," |
see it as a reference to the fact those to whois Weating are the first Christians in
Thessalonica.

4. The fact the Thessalonians are among the meetkés cause for regular
thanksgiving.

5. God called them to salvation through the rorsaries’ gospel. That message is
the means by which people are saved. That isrtbetus behind evangelism.



6. Salvation is further defined as "the obtainifighe glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ." We will share in his glory when he retsi(see, 2 Thess. 1:12; Rom. 8:17; 1 Cor. 15:42-
53; Col 3:4).

B. Exhortation (2:15)

1. Given the glory of their destiny in Christethare exhorted to stand firm and to
hold fast to the traditions they were taught, megnihe divine truths the missionaries had passed
on to them. If they abandon those truths, theywat share in the glories of the kingdom (see
1 Cor. 15:1-2).

2. Those truths were passed on to them both logt (wehen they were in
Thessalonica) and by "our letter," a clear refeeeiocl Thessalonians. This shows a very early
appreciation of the importance of apostolic wriingn appreciation that led to their being
preserved, being publicly read, and eventually dpgiathered into a collection.

C. Prayer (2:16-17)

1. They pray that the Lord Jesus Christ and ®ed-ather will encourage their
hearts and strengthen them in every good work ard.wThey needed encouragement and
strengthening as they pursued the Christian litaénface of a hostile populace.

2. Jesus and the Father are described as hawiad them (most pointedly in the
incarnation and the cross) and having given themat encouragement and good hope by grace
(in the gracious gift of salvation).

V. Prayer Request, Further Encouragement, and P{aye5)
A. Prayer request (3:1-2)

1. They ask for prayers on their behalf so thatgospel ("word of the Lord")
may spread rapidly and be glorified, as it was \lign Thessalonians.

a. The prayers are for the missionaries bec@oesehas chosen human
instruments for the spread of his saving messétgedoes not directly instill knowledge of the
gospel in people. All the conversions in Acts ilweoa human messenger (even Paul had
Ananias come to him).

b. God wants his gospel to go throughout thdav@at. 28:18-20) and to
be accepted by all people (1 Tim. 2:3-6; 2 Pet, B:8n. 2:2), but he knows that many will reject
it (Lk. 13:22-27; Mat. 7:13-14).



2. They ask for prayers that they may be deldérem evil and wicked men,
specifically opponents of the gospel who persethae as they evangelize. They did not want
their gospel witness to be impeded.

B. Encouragement (3:3-4)

1. The Lord is faithful, to his word and to hisdples, so he can be counted on to
strengthen them and to guard them from the assafuiatan. This does not mean they will have
no hardships; it means they will be protected dutirem. Satan cannot prevail against those
who are faithful to Christ.

2. They express their confidence in them, thay #re doing and will do the
things the missionaries command. To obey the &gap is to live in submission to the Lord.

C. Prayer (3:5) - They pray that the Lord willdehe Thessalonians into a growing
appreciation of God's love for them (which will reese their love for him and for one another)
and into an even greater participation in the emadce of Christ.

VI. Exhortation Regarding Idleness (3:6-15)
A. Command to avoid the idle (3:6)

1. The missionaries had previously taught threClaristians, they were not to live
in idleness, not to be unwilling to work. They gat this both when they were with the
Thessalonians (3:10) and in their prior letter (E3s. 5:14).

2. Those who refused to accept this instructienevio be avoided. As explained
in 3:14, the main purpose of this discipline washiame the offenders into compliance.
(Elsewhere we see it also serves to keep the chouneh)

3. The church cannot shrink from its God-givespansibility to discipline
wayward members. Sin must be taken seriouslycionamunity of believers. It is not "spiritual”
to wink at sin; rather, it is an affront to Godtteat sin, for which Christ died, as though it were
no big deal!

a. The Lord's charge against the church in Tireyat Rev. 2:20 was that
they tolerated a false prophetess, one who wagatslg Christians into immorality and
idolatry.

b. 1 Corinthians 5 makes it abundantly cleat tihe church has an
obligation to (ultimately) withdraw from the impé@nt.

B. Missionaries' example of self sufficiency (By-



1. The missionaries had set the example for ltinecth by not sponging off them
when they were in Thessalonica (see 1 Thess. R: 78y stayed, at least part of the time, in
Jason's house (Acts 17:7), but they paid for winey tvere provided.

2. They refused to become an economic burdehendnverts, even though they
had a right, as preachers of the gospel, to besstggpby them (see 1 Thess. 2:7).

C. Reminder of command previously given (3:10)

1. When they were in Thessalonica, they commatited that if anyone is
unwilling to work, do not let him eat.

2. Giving food to the one who is unwilling to vkasnly feeds his sin. It is not the
loving thing to do.

D. Report about idlers (3:11) — They had heard thespite 1 Thess. 5:14, there were
idlers' among the Christians. With so much time on thaitds, these idlers were acting as
busybodies.

E. Command to idlers (3:12) - They are to workhwgtiietness, meaning to work and to
mind their own business (see 1 Thess. 4:11).

F. Encouragement of faithful (3:13) - Do not beeoweary in doing good. Those doing
right are not to lapse into the type of conducheiondemned.

G. Renewal of command to avoid (3:14-15) - Thersllare now to be avoided. The only
other use of this word "associatslifanamignumi) is in 1 Cor. 5:9, 11. Presumably the idlers
have had ample opportunity to repent and have edfts do so.

VII. Conclusion

A. Prayer (3:16)

B. Closing (3:17-18)

! The adverlutaktos may well mean "disorderly,” but Louw and Nida gthe meaning "lazily." BDAG notes in
regard to the adjective form that "some preferstmesedie, indolent." However, granting the meaning
"disorderly," BDAG rightly points out that "the spic manner in which the irresponsible behaviomifests itself
is described in the context: freeloading, sponging.



