Simon Clement Sr. Last Will & Testimony

(A typescript of a photocopy of the original will held in the Granville Co. NC courthouse, Oxford, NC. Spelling as found in the document, as best interpreted by Mary Clement Douglass, 1998. The beginning of each line was capitalized and intermittent words in the body of the text were capitalized.)

In the name of God amen, I Simon Clement Sr. of Granville County and State of N. Carolina, being in perfect mind and memory thanks be to God for it do make appoint and ordain this my last will and testament, That is to say, first and principally I give and recommend my soul into the hands of Almighty God who gave it me, not doubting but I shall received it again at the Resurrection and my body to the earth to be buried at the discression of my hereafter mentioned executors and as touching such worldly estate as it hath please God to bless me with in this life, any just debts and funeral expenses being first paid I give and dispose of as follows---

Item I give and bequeath to my sons by name Obadiah Clement, Zephaniah Clement, Stephen Clement and Simon Clement each five shillings sterling apiece to them and their heirs forever---

Item I give and bequeath to my son Jno. Clement the plantation whereon he now lives and ? hundred and fifty acres of land joining it beginning at the creek near the lower end of the old plantation and running ? south to Charles Partee's line for compliment and one Negro man he had now in possion named Allen to him and his heirs forever—0-

Item I give and bequeath to my son Anthony Clement the tract of land where I now live the tract of land I purchased of Jno Champion Junior and that tract I purchased of my son Simon Clement one Negro boy names Ishmael son of Ishmael two cows and calves one feather bed and furniture one sow and pigs one horse saddle and bridle to him and his heirs forever---

Item I give and bequeath to my daughter Isabell Clement one negroe girl named Obedience and her increase one feather bed and furniture one horse saddle and bridle two cows and calves to her and heirs forever---

Item I give and bequeath to my daughter Mary Clement one Negro girl named Milly and her increase one feather bed and furniture one horse saddle and bridle tow cows and calves to her and her heirs forever---

Item I lend to my beloved and lawful wife Mary Priddam Clement that tract of land whereon I now live  or either or my other tracts where she chuse to live on and not hindering the child such land is left too by me of living on and cultivating the same and five Negroes by name Ishmael Manfil Moses Charles and Amey and such increase as shall come from them hereafter with all my stock of every kind working tools househ9old furniture whatsoever and my still during her natural life my daughter Susannah to live with her mother and to have her maintenance out of the profits of the estate I have lent to my wife and if she should out live her mother to have two Negroes suff’t to support her well and one bead and furniture and she to live with either of her brothers or sisters as she shall like to live with and they to have the profit of the Negroes for her support as long as she shall live and if not used will/well

Item I lend to my son in law Charles Jones the negroe woman named lively Jordan that I lent to my daughter Sarah when he married her during his natural life and after his death to be equally divided she and her increase betwixt the two children my daughter left living by name William and Betsey Jones to them and their heirs forever---

Item I lend to my daughter Anne Terry one negroe woman named Tabitha and her increase during her life and her husbands and after their death to be equally divided between all her children to them and their heirs forever---

Item I give and bequeath to my son Sam’l Clement that tract of land (can’t read next few words)two hundred acres lying between the land I purchased of my son Obadiah and my son Jno Clement to him and his heirs forever---

Item I give and bequeath to my son William Clement that tract of land I purchased of my son Obadiah Clement containing by estimation two hundred acres and one negroe boy named Issac and one feather bed and furniture two cows and calves one sow and pigs one horse saddle and bridle to him and his heirs forever---

Item I give and bequeath to my son Simeon Clement that tract of land I purchased of Brewington? Jones on Tarr River and that tract of land I purchased of my son Stephen Clement with the  hundred acres I survey (can’t read word) one negroe boy named Johnson one feather bed and furniture two cows and calves one sow and pigs one horse saddle and bridle to him and his heirs forever---

Carried over

She has the liberty to live with whom she will and they to have the same profits and after her death the two Negroes and bed and furniture to be equally divided betwixt her surviving brothers and sisters it is my will that if either of the Negroes left to my children should die before the said division of my estate that they should have another in lieu thereof to the same value my will and desire is that any children be raised and have suff’t schooling out of the profits of my estate lent my said wife---

Item I give to my two daughters Isabell & Mary Clements after the decease of my sd wife a likely young negroe the same to them and their heirs forever—

The residue and remainder of my estate lent my wife to be equally divided betwixt my surviving children by my last wife Susannah excepted, and if either of my children die before they be of age or marry then that part to return and be equally divided among the children of my last wife Susannah excepted as before my will and desire is that if ever my negroe woman Angela by name is got that the child receiving her have the one half and the other half be equally divided between my children by my first wife, I appoint my beloved wife M. Priddam Clement my son Wm. Clement, and my friend G. Brasfield exers of this my last will and testament revoking and disannulling all former wills by me heretofore made in witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 3rd day of April AD 1800

Signed sealed and acknowledg'd in presence of Wm. his mark x Ballentine servant

G Brasfield  (can’t read next line, paper torn, possibly J Bailey servant)

Intestend before Assig.

There ? working tools

(signed in his own shaky hand by) Simon Clement 

State of N. Carolina November Court AD 1800

The foregoing last will & testament hereunto annexed of Simon Clements dec’d was duly proven in open court by the oath of William Ballentine and Jeremiah Bailey subscribing witnesses thereto and avowed to be recorded at the same time Mary P. Clements & George Brasfield qualified as executrix and executor to the same

Test  (can’t make out clerk’s name) Fuptneed?

August court 1812 William Clement qualified as executor to this foregoing will

Test  something Sneed? clk

