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Editorial

Letters Policy
The News reserves the right to edit contribu-
tions for length, accuracy and clarity. Letters
exceeding 300 words will be edited. Readers
are invited to submit guest commentaries

which should not exceed 700 words.  Writers
of commentaries may submit an accompany-
ing photo and brief biographical information.
The News also retains the right to reject any

letter and limit frequent contributors to a
maximum of one per month. All contribu-
tions must include the writer’s name, address
and telephone number for verification pur-

poses. Letters and commentaries should be
submitted to any of the following: Fax: 520-
625-1603.  Email: letters@gvnews.com Mail:
P.O. Box 567, Green Valley, AZ 85622

Letters to the Editor

Rosemont development
Editor:
Augusta Resource has been developing a fea-

sibility plan to extract copper from the Rose-
mont orebody in the Santa Rita Mountains.
For some residents of Southern Arizona, this
is a touchstone for anti-economic development
sentiments or for rallying against the mines in
their back yards. For others it is the start of an
open and honest debate about how we recon-
cile the need for a wise use of resources
against the desire to maintain the status quo.

The mining industry of the 21st century
promotes that discussion and has made tech-
nological advances that minimize the foot-
print and impact of new mines. As editorials
in this newspaper have pointed out, Arizona
has changed and its economy is more diverse
than a century ago when we gained statehood.

But, Arizona is as well endowed with min-
eral resources as it is with sunshine and spec-
tacular scenery. Arizona produces 2/3 of the
copper used in the US—copper that is the ba-
sis for our electrical power, our transporta-
tion, and our communication.

A diversified, high-tech economy is a copper
intensive economy. Copper mining con-
tributes more than $400M per year directly to
the Pima County economy. Copper mining
provides the tax base to support schools and
community services when citizens are reluc-
tant to be taxed.

The question for the community to discuss
is not whether or not we want mineral re-
sources developed—they have to be. The ques-
tion for debate is how we co-exist in a commu-
nity that is surrounded by world-class miner-
al deposits. Mining is no longer something
done to a community, it is something done
with a community.

Augusta Resource is willing to be a good
partner and a good neighbor and their plan for
the development of Rosemont will serve the
community well for future generations with
its balance of production and protection.

Mary M. Poulton, professor
Mining and Geological Engineering

Tucson

No dialogue from Kyl
Editor:
It is unconscionable that Sen. Kyl continues

to send his representatives to Green Valley
rather than risk the possibility of facing glar-
ing questions about his voting record in the
Senate over Iraq, immigration, and pay raises
to himself, etc. His pathetic commercials with
the retired sheriff about his stand on immi-
gration are false, misleading displays of his
attitude towards his constituents. Open dia-
logue is good, but you won’t get it from Kyl.

Remember that in November! Change is
good and starting with the removal of Sen. Kyl
is a start!!

Patrick Pearson
Green Valley

That dog won’t hunt
Editor:
Let’s see if I have this straight. Soon I will

not be able to enjoy the delights of my beloved
Lavender restaurant ever again unless by go-
ing to the new location I help support the
Country Club whose members would just as
soon not see me and the other riff-raff on their
premises.

Sorry, but that dog won’t hunt! Good-bye
dear Lavender! Thanks for the memories.

Carol Raymond
Green Valley

The real outrage
Editor:
I’ve only lived in Green Valley for about nine

months, however I note that Mr. Scott Ander-
son seems to get a great deal of print time in
the GV News.

His latest missile seems to excoriate B. Gun-
nar Bonthron’s recent letter to the editor,
wherein Mr. Bonthron deems it quite pathetic
(and rightfully so), that our president could
not and did not demonstrate any diplomacy
when addressing other world leaders at the
U.N. summit last week.

Mr. Anderson might be reminded that the 18
acres of the U.N. are international territory,
and are not governed in any way by the U.S.
Thus, the leaders who came to address the
U.N. were not, as Mr. Anderson purports,
“guests” in anyone’s home.

In addition, the hostages held by Iran dur-
ing the Carter administration were not held
by Mahmoud Ahmadinejad “and his band of
thugs,” but rather by the Ayatollah in power in
that country at the time. Ahmadinejad was
barely a teenager at the time.

As leaders of their respective countries, one
would expect that both Ahmadinejad and
[Hugo] Chavez are entitled to communicate in
any way they choose.

Certainly, our president has done just that
for the past six years. In fact, I believe that
Chavez was merely stating, albeit in
grandiose fashion, what most of the world
community has been thinking about our pres-
ident, and sadly, about most Americans. What
is really pathetic is that this president and this
administration have done more to denigrate
the image of our country in the eyes of the
world community than any other president in
our history.

Indeed, the world has become more unstable
and violent, in large part due to this adminis-
tration’s policies.

It is a fact that our administration has spent
nearly $400 billion (and is now asking for
more) at the expense of many lost lives on a
war in Iraq which was never warranted, and
to this day has never been justified.

It is a fact that this unjust war has not stabi-
lized the region, but instead has become a
breeding ground for more terrorists who are
plotting their next move against the U.S.

Mr. Anderson claims to be a proud Ameri-
can, and wonders why more Americans don’t
“share the outrage” at allowing Iran and
Venezuela’s leaders to “trash not only our
president, but the entire country.” I am an
American as well, but I certainly do not feel
very proud during these turbulent times. I
would suggest that it is our president and this
administration who have done most of the
trashing. That should be the real outrage.

Christine Mitchell
Green Valley

Kudos with reservations
Editor:
Kudos to Robert Armstrong’s guest com-

ment (Sept. 27) “Small planet – cold facts.” Al-
though he misquoted me and only cited one
source I presented, out of 25, his commentary
was well-written and thoughtful. Good job, Mr.
Armstrong! I always respect those who have a
different point of view.

C.T. Wilson’s letter “Who’s attacking
whom,” in support of Mr. Bishop is a credit to
you, although you say, “being acquainted with
you both…” and go on to make a comparison.
For the record, you do not know me nor do I
know you. And for the record, I have never
suggested Mr. Bishop is not well educated, and
I have never questioned his intelligence.

Being a conservative without party affilia-
tion is tough in this sea of liberals. Go Janet!!

John B. Fanning
Green Valley

World Farm Animals Day
Editor:
One hundred years ago, famed social critic

Upton Sinclair’s masterpiece “The Jungle”
exposed the filthy conditions and cruel treat-
ment of animals and workers in Chicago
slaughterhouses.

The book electrified the nation, led to enact-
ment of the first Pure Food and Drug Act, and
is generally credited with spawning the U.S.
consumer and labor union movements.

Unfortunately, it did little to improve
slaughterhouse working conditions and even
less to reduce the cruelty of animal slaughter.
Subsequent Humane Methods of Slaughter
Acts of 1958 and 1978 were never funded or im-
plemented.

For the last 24 years, World Farm Animals
Day (wfad.org) has continued in Sinclair’s
footsteps, exposing the atrocious conditions of
animals raised for food in the world’s factory
farms and slaughterhouses.

On Oct. 2, (Gandhi’s birthday), I and hun-
dreds of other caring folks in all 50 states and
two dozen other countries are planning local
educational events including information ta-
bles, exhibits, leafleting, marches, and vigils.

It seems to me that folks who choose to eat
animals owe them at least a decent life and tru-
ly humane slaughter. They should refuse to
patronize a meat industry that can not meet

these minimal standards.
Timothy Gerard

Green Valley

Read before you vote
Editor:
When you vote on Proposition 197 in the No-

vember general election, don’t base your vote on
language of the first paragraph in the proposi-
tion. Existing law in Arizona already prohibits
marriage between persons of the same sex.

Your vote affects the last paragraph which
prohibits legal status for unmarried persons
and affects straight couples as well as same
sex couples who work for the state, any Ari-
zona city or town, school district, etc.

Policies on government benefits are fre-
quently “role models” for private benefits and
pave the way for long-term effects. Why would
you want to deprive a citizen of their health
care, legal protections or domestic benefits.

Vote No on Proposition 197.
Mardi Teale

Green Valley 

A suggestion for Iraq
Editor:
All we hear about today is what to do in and

with Iraq. I have a suggestion.
Switzerland has been a federal state since

1848 and is a multi-ethnic, multi-lingual and
multi-religious nation. It is divided into can-
tons, where people speak German, French,
Italian and Roman. They are semi-au-
tonomous regions and have managed to stay
out of trouble for a long time.

Why do we not suggest and recommend the
Iraqi government to look to Switzerland for
guidance?

The Shiites, Sunnis and Kurds have been en-
emies for centuries and why should we think
that we can convert them to a western-style
democracy?

Give semi-autonomous status to the Shiites,
Sunnis and Kurds under an Iraqi federal um-
brella. It’s worth a try

B. Gunnar Bonthron
Green Valley

Requests have been heard
Editor:
I have repeatedly read letters to the editor

regarding the removal of the “take a number
system” in the Green Valley Post Office. Over
the last three weeks I have had three occasions,
the most recent today, to visit our Post Office
and was very pleased to see that the “take a
number system” is very much alive and well.

It appears that the numerous requests to
continue the system have been heard by our
local postmaster and I feel she should be
thanked for listening to our residents.

Cathy Garrido
Green Valley

Editor’s note: Please see story on A2.

R
esidents who want to preserve the hun-
dreds of acres of State Trust land west of
Green Valley would do well to vote yes on

Proposition 106 on Nov. 7.
A move to reform the way State Trust land is

used in Arizona, Proposition 106, if passed,
would finally add a conservation element to a
process that has too long favored big developers.

It would initially set aside 694,000 acres of
the most environmentally sensitive Trust
land for conservation (out of a total of about
9.3 million acres), and would allow nonprofit

groups a chance to purchase Trust land with-
out having to go up against deep-pocketed de-
velopers in a bidding war.

For more than a year, local biking enthusiast
Bill Adamson and others have been gathering
support for the so-called West Desert Preserve,
a desert wonderland between Green Valley
and the mines to the west that already has
miles of trails where residents enjoy walking,
biking, and exercising their pets.

While the West Desert isn’t on the list of
Trust land to be set aside, Adamson is confident

that passage of Proposition 106 will at least give
the group a chance at preserving the land.

The measure would change the way Trust
land is dispersed, requiring that the State
Land Department take into consideration if a
piece of Trust land is listed in planning docu-
ments on the local level.

The West Desert is already listed in two lo-
cal planning documents, Adamson said.

Proposition 106 would “give us a foot in the
door to negotiate with the State Land Office to
purchase the land at fair market value with-

out it going on the  auction block,” Adamson
said this week.

Already 37 Green Valley homeowners’ asso-
ciations have written letters of support for pre-
serving the West Desert to Pima County, rep-
resenting some 43 percent of the population.

That’s a great start, but there’s very little Pi-
ma County can do to preserve the land. If lo-
cals truly want to save a little slice of the en-
dangered Sonoran Desert for themselves,
they’ll have to speak with their ballots by vot-
ing yes on Proposition 106.
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