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BORDER PATROL drug-sniffing dog Britta looks for contraband at the Interstate 19 checkpoint at the Agua Linda exit, about 14 miles south of Green
Valley. Britta’s handler is agent Christopher Jahara. The Border Patrol hopes to build a permanent check on the interstate to replace temporary ones.

By Jim Lamb

Green Valley News

The Border Patrol’s tempo-
rary, mobile checkpoints on
I-19 south of Green Valley
will probably be replaced
with a permanent one au-
thorities are saying.

Opponents say a perma-
nent station isn’t as much a
deterrent as the temporary
ones, and it would create a
kind of invisible barrier that
would be bad for business.

The Border Patrol says
permanent checkpoints are
more efficient, allow better
communications and will
help traffic move faster.

The retirement of U.S.
Rep. Jim Kolbe, R-Ariz., was
a major factor in the expect-
ed demise of the temporary
checkpoints.

As a 22-year House veteran
Kolbe consistently blocked
funding for a permanent
checkpoint in the Border Pa-
trol’s Tucson sector which
includes Interstate 19.

Currently the temporary
checkpoint moves between
the Agua Linda exit about 14
miles south of Green Valley
and the Palo Parado exit
about 25 miles south.

Interstate 19 runs from
Tucson to Nogales, ending
just north of the Mexican
border.

And although the climate
seems right to establish a
permanent checkpoint on
the interstate, there are
many hurdles before it be-
comes a reality.

One is where to locate it
Border Patrol supervisory
agent Lou Maheda said early
Thursday morning at the
Agua Linda checkpoint.

Cars and trucks inched
past while another agent
with a drug sniffing dog
checked them.

Occasionally one would be
ordered to a nearby parking
spot where agents checked
passenger IDs.

“Here we can only operate
two lanes,” said Maheda.

He added “At permanent
stations there are more
lanes, some for just trucks
and buses, the others for
cars.”

The Tubac organization
Santa Cruz Valley Citizens
Council has consistently op-
posed a permanent check-
point.

Some members said a per-
manent checkpoint loses the
element of surprise that a
temporary one provides by
moving frequently to con-
found smugglers.

Also they said smugglers
or illegal aliens, knowing
where the checkpoint is,

Permanent I-19 checkpoint
moves toward reality

By Tim Hull

Green Valley News

Hundreds of acres of State
Trust land local residents
have dubbed the West Desert
Preserve could be purchased
by Pima County through a
possible 2008 bond election,
county documents say.

The purchase would allow
for the preservation of the
land to the west of Green Val-
ley as a kind of wild desert
park. The land is already be-
ing used by hikers, mountain
bike enthusiasts and dog-
walkers.

In an August letter to Bill
Adamson, co-chair of the
Committee to Save the West
Desert Preserve, county offi-
cials said that the county’s
Conservation Acquisition
Commission has added the
land to a list of properties eli-
gible for conservation
through a potential 2008 bond
election.

Just getting on that list,
which includes  20 other prop-
erties, isn’t enough to save
the land, wrote Nicole Fyffe,
executive assistant to Pima
County Administrator
Chuck Huckleberry in the let-
ter to Adamson.

“There are far more prop-
erties included on the prelim-
inary list than can be pur-
chased with the proposed
bond funding allocation,” she
wrote.

The effort to preserve the

land as a recreation area and
a buffer between residential
Green Valley and the Phelps
Dodge Sierrita Mine to the
west has already garnered
significant local support.

Adamson says that 38
homeowners’ associations,
representing about 44 per-
cent of Green Valley homes,
have sent letters to Pima
County supporting the West
Desert Preserve concept, as
have the Green Valley Com-
munity Coordinating Coun-
cil and Green Valley Recre-
ation. Phelps Dodge also sup-
ports the concept, Adamson
says.

“We have crossed a major
hurdle (by making it on the
preliminary list),” he added.
“We will need to stay on the
list, and of course the future
bond election will have to hap-
pen.”

There is no word yet on how
much the land would cost; cur-
rently State Trust land is sold
to the highest bidder with the
money going to support
schools, prisons, and other
state services.

Two competing measures
on the Nov. 7 ballot would re-
form that process.

A meeting is scheduled for
Monday, Oct. 4 at Desert Hills
Social Center, 1980 South
Camino del Sol, at which resi-
dents can learn more about
the proposed 2008 bond elec-
tion.

thull@gvnews.com|547-9726

2008 bond election

could include West

Desert Preserve

By Jim Lamb

Green Valley News

President Bush signed a
bill in Washington Thursday
authorizing 700 miles of new
fence along the U.S. - Mexico
Border.

Also in Washington Thurs-
day, 28 Western Hemisphere
nations criticized the United
States for planning to build
the fence. Their declaration,
made at the Organization of
American States headquar-
ters, expressed “deep con-
cern” with plans for the bar-
rier.

Bush’s action was the sec-
ond time in less than a month
he signed a bill to build the
fence.

On Oct. 4, he signed a $33.8
billion appropriation for the
Department of Homeland
Security. It contained $1.2
billion for the fence and oth-
er border security measures.

At Thursday’s signing cer-
emony, the President said the
fence is necessary to bring
control to the border.

He said “The United States
has not been in complete con-
trol of its borders for decades
and therefore illegal immi-
gration has been on the rise.

“We have a responsibility
to enforce our laws,” the As-
sociated Press quoted him.
“We have a responsibility to
secure our borders. We take
this responsibility serious-
ly.”

By some estimates, there
are 10 million to 12 million il-
legal aliens in the United
States, many of them from
Mexico.

However about half of the
illegals now living in the
United States came here
legally then stayed on when
their visas expired.

At the Organization of
American States headquar-
ters in Washington, Mexican
ambassador Alejandro Gar-
cia Moreno said building the
fence would be “a unilateral
measure that goes against
the spirit of understand-
ing.”

Mexico President Vicente
Fox has called plans for a
fence or wall “shameful” and
compared it to the Berlin
Wall.

Declining to sign the OAS
declaration, the U.S. said it
would not defy a decision by
its government’s legislative
bodies.

jlamb@gvnews.com | 547-9749 

By Kathy Engle

Green Valley News

When Ron and Evelyn
Weppler opened the Green
Valley offices of the Salva-
tion Army in 1998, they
“would be lucky” to see one
or two clients per week,
Ron recalls. Now they see
five to seven clients per day.

Most of them. about 75
percent, are young fami-
lies, especially single par-
ents with children, in need
of help with utility bills,
rent, mortgage payments,
gas vouchers and other ex-
penses.

“Emergencies pop up
when you least expect it,
but we do the best we can to
help,” Ron explained.

“We had a man recently
with a wife and four chil-
dren who came to us. There
was a short circuit in the
electricity for their mobile
home which was con-
demned and they couldn’t
even go back to get their be-
longings,” he said.

The Salvation Army of-
fice arranged for the family
to rent an apartment local-
ly, paying their rent and
other expenses until they
could find and afford an-
other place to live.

The story of these clients
and what the Salvation
Army does to help them get
back on their feet is un-
known to many people in
Green Valley, the Wepplers
said, because many people
still don’t realize that there

is a Salvation Army office
here.

But numbers tell the sto-
ry.

In the period from Oct. 1,
2005 to Sept. 30, 2006, the lo-
cal Salvation Army office
assisted a total of 1,809 per-
sons through various pro-
grams.

Helping pay for rent and
utilities  accounted for ex-
penditures of $55,676,32,
the Wepplers said.

Other programs include
assistance with food and
food boxes, clothing, school
supplies, furniture, gaso-
line, children’s camp,
Mervyn’s Child Spree and
assistance with prescrip-
tions.

In all, the Salvation
Army provided financial

assistance totaling
$77,520.03 during that peri-
od, a dollar amount which
does not include their
Christmas Angel Tree as-
sistance “because there is
just no way for us to deter-
mine that amount,” Evelyn
Weppler explained.

Other programs the Sal-
vation Army runs here in-
clude free holiday dinners
for Thanksgiving and
Christmas staffed by volun-
teers, including students
from Sahuarita High
School.

The local outpost also
raised $90,000 for relief
from Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita.

While the  increase in

Bush signs another bill
to build border fence

Salvation Army expands programs, services in GV
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