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Officers: 
President: 
Ted Kolozsvary 
(440) 353-3549 

 
Secretary: 
David Cook 
27729 Marquette Blvd. 
North Olmsted, OH 44070 
(440) 777-1169 
 
Treasurer: 
Robert Piskura Jr. 
5982 Columbia Rd. 
North Olmsted, OH 44070 
 
Calendar: 

 
February 20 (Friday) 

Club meeting 7:00PM 
Avon Community Cabin 

 
March 6, 7 

Air Force Museum 
Dayton Ohio 

 
April 3, 4, 5 

Toledo Exposition 
Toledo Ohio 
 

Club Meeting  

The next regular club meeting will 
be on Friday February 20th at the Avon-
Lions Community Cabin. 

A few regular business items are on 
the docket.  We have to read the club 
and AMA safety rules as reinforcement. 
Most of the rules make common sense 
and we have all followed them over the 
years but to hear them again is always a 
good idea.  This is also a requirement of 
the AMA in order to retain our leader 
club status. 

Another topic will be the planning 
for some fun fly’s for the summer 
flying season.  Please consider 
hosting a fun fly.  It is not hard or 
difficult and you can fly at your own 
fun fly.  The purpose not to win but to 
get the guys together and have some 
just plane fun.  Any clever format is 
encouraged.  We do have two fields 
so a get together at both fields might 
be a good idea. 

New Year Fun Fly 

 

Rudder Bob hosted another 
successful New Year Fun Fly.  A 
number of fliers were successful in 
getting there first flight of the year in.  
Weather was tolerable, unlike last 
year. There were even treats prepared 
by Rudder Mary . 

 

Meeting Programs 

 

At the December meeting 
was Ed Crotty and his 
presentation of some his antique 
radios.  He has collected in his 
own museum a collection of old 
radios that were key predecessors 
to our current radios.  It is hard to 
believe the many of us actually 
flew with these radios and had 
enough success to continue with 
the hobby.  It is amazing to realize 
the reliability of our current radio 
systems. 

At the next meeting the 
program planed is on electric 
power. Bob Marpin  has agreed to 
help answer questions on electric 
flight.  What’s a watt?  There are 
a number of us slime fliers that 
find the electric stuff a little bit of 
Voodoo. So who do the voodoo?  
You do. Bring your electric plane 
and we can share experience and 
info and we can all get better at 
this new technology. 

All Season Flyers 
Congratulations are in order for 
the intrepid all season flyers.  
These are the driven among us 
who fly in all weather 
Ray Doan  18 years 
Bob Kleinhenz   10 years 
George Sarles   8 years 



 
Thanks to who ever plowed the Avon field parking lot. 

Al Smith    2 years 
Rich Daniel   l year 
Dave Cook   1 year 
 

Trip to WPAFB  
Bud Bornemann (440) 327-2210 

is taking the point on a trip to the Air 
Force Museum at Wright Patterson Air 
Force base in Dayton. His point is he is 
going, and if anyone would like to go 
along, that would be great.   

On Friday the 6th the museum 
offers a tour of the restoration hanger.  
This site is about a mile from the 
museum proper and there is a bus that 
takes people over.  You have to make 
reservations through the museum web 
site or by phone to be able to go.  The 
Tour begins at 12:30 so you would have 
to be at the museum about an hour 
earlier.  With the trip to Dayton being 
about 3-1/2 hours there would be time 
to make it if you left in the morning. 

Currently the plan would be get 
hotel rooms and dine in the area on 
Friday night. 

On Saturday the museum opens 
from 9:00 to 5:00 you could tour all day 
or until you wanted to leave.  The 
admission and parking are free; the 
IMAX Theater does have a ticket 
charge. There is more than a days worth 
to see.  The hanger repainting should be 
done so all exhibits will be open.  If you 
are interested in the president’s planes 
exhibit, it is recommended that you get 
tickets for the bus ride over to the annex 
early in the day. 

There is a concert by the Air Force 
Band of Flight on Saturday night; gates 
open at 6:30. This is an annual event 

and seating is limited to 1,200 so you 
would have to get tickets in advance 
again through the museum web site.  

Lateral CG 
We all know about the need to 

balance a fixed wing airplane around 
the center of gravity.  The rule of 
thumb is to be 33% back of the 
leading edge at the mean aerodynamic 
chord.  This rule works if the thickest 
point of the wing is about 40% back 
of the leading edge.  There are a few 
designs where the high point of the 
wing is very close to the leading edge, 
and the 33% rule will not work.  The 
real test for center of gravity is to 
locate it in front of the thickest point 
of the wing chord.  This rule then 
works well on “Hershey bar” straight 
wings. 

 I am not going to cover here the 
determination of the MAC.  There are 
a number of articles and web sites that 
can explain this and the geometry of 
swept and tapered wings. 

The pitch balancing of a plane is 
one of the most critical measurements 
that can be performed prior to first 
flight.  I have flown some tail heavy 
aircraft and it is quite a thrill.  But 
there is another balance that is very 
often ignored: Lateral Balance.  

 I hear at the field how a plane 
will turn differently left than right or 
this plane won’t fly straight, or loops 
pull off to one side.  Often the culprit 
is blamed on engine torque or rudder 
alignment.  Certainly these can be a 
cause but don’t overlook that one side 
of the plane is heavier than the other.  
Some modelers will balance the wing.  
This seams OK but you could be 

correcting in the wrong direction.  
Don’t under estimate the amount 
that the muffler or the side 
mounted cylinder can affect 
performance.  When you fly 
straight and level, then pull up for 
a loop for example does the heavy 
wing still continue to go straight?  
The plane will soon appear to 
have rolled, and loop will be a 
cork screw and you will not come 
out in the same direction as you 
went in.  Turns too are likewise 
affected.  The heavy wing will dip 
quickly, while a turn to the light 
wing will be difficult and slow. 

If you have a plane that does 
any of these things, look at the 
lateral balance.  Place a balance 
point under the rudder post, I use 
a spinner. Then rest the propeller 
shaft on a hard flat edge.  With the 
plane suspended, does it fall to 
one side?  If so you may need to 
add a small amount of weight to 
the upper wing tip until it is level.  
It often does not take much ballast 
to make a difference but it will be 
noticeable when you fly. 

For Sale: 
Jim Kingsley (440) 967-1371 

has two plane kits for sale. The 
first is a Great Planes J3 Cub. It is 
a 90” wing span at 9-12 lbs for a 
60-90 2-stroke for $164.  The 
second kit is a Giant Aero Master.  
This is a 73” wing at 16lbs for a 
30cc-60cc gas engine. If you are 
interested, give him a call to 
arrange sale at the club meeting. 


